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DARE GREATLY 



Journeymakers'“ 
show us the world. 



the journey never stops®"" • • • 




Let's show them 
our appreciation. 


Journeymakers are people who continuously dream up ways to make 
our trips more memorable. Like the tour guides. The surf instructors. 
The bartenders. And now, for our 100th anniversary, American Express 
Travel wants to help you give them the recognition they deserve. 
Tell us about your Journeymaker and we’ll tell the world. 

Go to journeymakers.com to recognize your Journeymaker. 
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World’s Best Awards 2015 T+L’s 20th annual showcase of the greatest islands, 
cities, hotels, cruise lines, airports, and more— as chosen by you. 

156 Ciao, Amalfi! Why Italy’s wildly picturesque, inimitably stylish, occasionally 
raffish, but still surprisingly relaxed coastline keeps us coming back. 

By Peter Jon Lind berg. Photographs by Simon Watson 

164 Forces of Nature There’s a battle being fought at the heart of Africa, where 
rebel insurgents and the hunt for oil threaten Virunga National Park’s precious 
mountain gorillas. Sophy Roberts reports on the pioneers who, by inviting the 
world in, are helping to save one of the planet’s most extraordinary ecosystems. 
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170 Life in the Slow Lane On the coast of Maine, farm-to-table cooking, artisanal 
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MEXICO’S FINEST RESORT 
IS READY FOR YOUR RETURN 


Thank you for voting One&Only Palmilla the “Best of Mexico.” Your nod of approval has special 
significance for us this year as we’ve been busy rebuilding and innovating in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Odile. Our resort reopened with completely renovated rooms and suites; new dining options, 
including the steakhouse SEARED, in collaboration with Chef Jean-Georges Vongeritchen; 
a brand-new spa, fitness center, beauty salon, and Barber & Blade — a men’s grooming studio. 

There are so many things to discover and yet one thing is familiar: the generosity 
of spirit that has always been the heart and soul of One&Only Palmilla. 

We hope to welcome you soon. 



PALMILLA 
Los Cabos 



oneandonlypalmilla. com 

BAHAMAS I BAHRAIN | CAPETOWN | DUBAI | GREAT BARRIER REEF | WOLGAN VALLEY 
LOS CABOS I MALDIVES | MAURITIUS | MONTENEGRO | SANYA 
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VACATtONS ARE FOR RELAXING. 

A VOYAGE 

IS FOR THOSE WHO WANT 

TO BE 

MOVED. 
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editor’s note | august 2015 


MANY YEARS AGO, WHEN 
I JOINED TRAVEL + LEISURE 

AS A YOUNG EDITOR, 


one of my first projects was putting together the 
annual World’s Rest Awards. It was a job that 
I came to relish during that six-year tenure with 
the brand, because the survey that determines 
the results is a fantastic way for us to hear from 
you, our globe-trotting readers, about the places 
and travel providers that you love. I don’t think 
the wisdom of the crowd is always right, but over 
the years the favorites anointed by T+L’s sophis- 
ticated audience have proven reliably superlative 
in my own travels. 

I remember back in 2002 when the 
Wickaninnish Inn on Vancouver Island, in 



Rritish Columbia, was named the top hotel in the 
continental U.S. and Canada for the first time. 
The Wick, as it is affectionately called, was at 
that time both unusually small for a winner (then 
46 rooms) and not particularly well known. 
Recause its victory was something of a surprise, 

I suggested that we photograph it for the maga- 
zine. I’ll never forget the images that came back: 
there was something about the way the shingled 
inn sat naturally in its environment, the views 
from its perch above a perfect beach, the quality 
of the light. I instantly understood what had 
captivated T+L readers — things that ultimately 
made it famous — and I resolved to go. 

I didn’t actually make it to the Wick until early 
this year, when I decided that the new Editor 
of T+L ought to finally experience a property he 
first discovered thanks to our readers. The Wick 
is indeed a pretty magical place, and my visit 
was full of exactly the things I’d hoped for: misty 
mornings and fiery sunsets spied from bed, 
from the balcony, even from the bathtub; long 
walks along the water and under towering 
cedars; the freshest seafood, perfectly prepared; 
an expert pine-scented massage. 

We’ve been bringing you the World’s Rest 
Awards for 20 years now to help guide you to 
extraordinary experiences like these, as chosen 
by your fellow travelers. I still get excited 
checking out the results, and I hope you do, too. 

It all begins on page 53. 



V" O (q)nathanLunnp 
nathan(q)traveLandLeisure.conn 
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O FOR PHOTOS OF THE WICKANINNISH INN AND MORE 
ABOUT MY VISIT THERE, GO TO TANDL.ME/WICKANINNISH. 
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the conversation 


BURNING QUESTION 

How do I avoid 
ooline scams wheo 
booip hotel? 


According to the American Hotel & 

Lodging Association, fraudulent websites 
con 2.5 million North Americans out of 
$220 million every year The worst offend- 
ers, it says, like reservationcounter.com and 
reservationdesk.com, appear in the spon- 
sored section of Google searches and use 
deceptive URLs and pirated pictures to trick 
consumers into thinking they’re booking 
with an actual hotel. The result: unfulfilled 
requests, fabricated amenities, even bogus 
reservations. Now that these nefarious 
sites number in the thousands. Senator 
Chuck Grassley, chairman of the Judiciary 
Committee, has called for a Federal Trade 
Commission investigation. The final word 
If a rate seems too good to be true, it prob- 
ably is. Book directly with the hotel or 
through trusted online travel agencies like 
Expedia and Priceline. 


ON OUR WATCH 

SELF-DRIVING CARS 

Navigating traffic in a foreign city could one day be your rental sedan's 
problem. In March, an autonomous Audi Q5 made the 3,400-mile journey 
from San Francisco to New York, in a scene lifted straight out of 
Minority Report. Now the race to get a self-driving model on the road has 
shifted into high gear: Google has tested its mini two-seater in California, 
BMW is developing an i3 that can park itself with a smart-watch app, 
and Uberhas ambitions for a driverless fleet. Technological triumph or 
the stuff of sci-fi nightmares? Here’s what people are saying. 


“My self-driving car sure 

DOES LIKE WENDY’S DRIVE-THROUGHS." 

-CONAN O’BRIEN, ON TWITTER 


In the future self-driving cars will be forced 
to decide who lives and who dies. 

I feel like we don’t talk about this enough.” 

-CHRISTOPHER MIMS, TECHNOLOGY COLUMNIST AT 
THE WALL STREET JOURNAL, ON TWITTER 


“These vehicles 
have the 

potential to avoid 
accidents. 

We can save 
lives, create jobs, 
and reduce 
congestion." 

-GOOGLE COFOUNDER 
SERGEY BRIN, TO 
THE LOS ANGELES TIMES 
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“It’s going to become normal. Like an elevator. Nobody needs to 
operate the elevator. The car is just going to be like that. 

YOU’LL BE ABLE TO TELL YOUR CAR, ‘TAKE ME HOME’ AND IT’LL JUST DO IT.” 

- ELON MUSK, CEO OF TESLA MOTORS AND SPACE X, TO GIZMODO 
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‘‘#Takemethere," to 
Venice's Grand CanaL, 
says (a)marin_to 



"Lunch with a view," in 
Inhambane, Mozambique, 
by (SgLampackersyd 



Capri is "every bit as 
beautiful as I dreamed," 
according to (Sstephorma 



"A sparkling sea," off 
Turks and Caicos, 
by (g)staring_at_the_sea. 


Share on Instagram photo 
by using the #TLPicks hashtag, 
and it may be featured in 
an upcoming issue. 
Follow @trovelandleisure. 



The completely redesigned 2015 Edge Sport is here and ready to put you in life’s pole position. Standard 2.7L 
EcoBoost® V6 and sport-tuned suspension. Available all-wheel drive. Just what you need when life throws you a 
curve. Or a straightaway. Go to ford.com to find out more. 

THE ALL-NEW 2015 EDGE 

BE UNSTOPPABLE 

Go Further 



YOU REALLY CAN HAVE IT ALL 



SEVEN SEAS CRUISES' 


THE MOST INCLUSIVE 
LUXURY EXPERIENCE"^ 


2-FOR-1 ALL-INCLUSIVE FARES 
FREE 

ROUNDTRIP AIR* 

FREE 

ROUNDTRIP BUSINESS CLASS AIR** 

ON EUROPEAN VOYAGES 

FREE 

LAND PROGRAM ON SELECT VOYAGES 

FREE 

UNLIMITED SHORE EXCURSIONS 

FREE 

LUXURY HOTEL PACKAGE+ 

FREE 

SPECIALTY RESTAURANTS 

FREE 

UNLIMITED BEVERAGES INCLUDING FINE 
WINES AND PREMIUM SPIRITS 

FREE 

OPEN BARS AND LOUNGES PLUS IN-SUITE 
MINI-BAR REPLENISHED DAILY 

FREE 

PRE-PAID GRATUITIES 

FREE 

WIFI THROUGHOUT THE SHIP+ 

FREE 

TRANSFERS BETWEEN AIRPORT AND SHIP 


CALL 1.844.4REGENT ( 1 . 844 . 473 . 4368 ) 
VISIT WWW.RSSC.COM 

OR CONTACT YOUR TRAVEL AGENT 


*FREE Roundtrip Air includes ground transfers and applies to coach flights only from the 
following U.S. & Canadian gateway cities: ATL, BOS, CLT, DEN, DEW, DTW, EWR, FLL, lAD, 
lAH, JFK, LAX, LGA, MCO, MDW, MIA, MSP, ORD, PBI, PHL, PHX, SAN, SEA, SFO, TPA, YUL, 
YVR, YYZ. Roundtrip Air is also available from YOW and YYC on select voyages when a 
new booking is made by December 31, 2015. FREE Roundtrip Air includes all airline fees, 
surcharges and government taxes. Airline-imposed personal charges such as baggage 
fees may apply. For details, visit exploreflightfees.com. Business Class Air applies to inter- 
continental flights only and is per person, each way. For additional terms and conditions 
visit www.RSSC.com. 

**Applies to Penthouse Suites & higher. 

^Applies to Concierge Suites & higher. For FREE WiFi, minute limitations apply. 
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TO SURROUND YOU WITH WARMTH THE MOMENT YOU STEP IN. 
Whether youVe soaking in the serenity above the heart of Tokyo, ^r discovering solitude between 
the treetopsjof the Maldives, or jdSt ^gazing at the Huifigpu River and the Bund in Shanghai, 
heartfelt gestures will remind you that fouW always feel Welcome no matter where you are. 
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BELLAGIO 

THE LATEST FROM A LEGEND 

From a new gourmet restaurant to stunning 
remodeled suites, the iconic Bellagio is turning up 
the heat on the Las Vegas Strip. 



>-BEAUTY AT BELLAGIO 

Inspired by the picture-perfect villages 
of Europe, AAA Five Diamond Bellagio 
brings elegance, charm, and plenty 
of luxurious touches to the heart of 
Las Vegas. The signature Bellagio 
experience begins the moment you 
arrive: after being greeted by the 
famous, sea-blue Lake Bellagio, where 
fountains dance to a choreographed 
ballet of music and lights, you'll find 
yourself in the grand lobby where the 
unforgettable glass masterpiece, Fiori 
di Como, by master artist Dale Chihuly, 
dominates the soaring 18-foot ceiling. 


^SUITE SURPRISES 

With the renovation of the final 403 suites 
in the resort's main tower, Bellagio has 
completed an approximately $165 million 
renovation that started in 201 1 . The 
elegantly appointed accommodations 
boast sweeping views of the resort's lake, 
the city skyline, and the surrounding 
mountains — the perfect backdrop for 
relaxation. Guests booking Penthouse 
Suites are invited to enjoy additional 
perks, including access to the Chairman's 
Lounge with private check-in and a VIP 
concierge experience. 

^GOURMET NEWS 

From gourmet award-winning to light, 
casual fare, Bellagio's dining scene offers 
something to satisfy every craving. Book a 
table at AAA Five Diamond Award-winning 
restaurants Le Cirque and Picasso, or at an 
eatery overseen by one of four James Beard 
Award-winning chefs. This year. Chef Julian 
Serrano's third Las Vegas restaurant, Lago, 
debuted its Milan-inspired small plates 
menu and sophisticated mixology program 
in a spectacular space overlooking the 
resort's signature fountains. 


^A MASTER COLLECTION 

The Bellagio Gallery of Fine Art 
(BGFA) has been at the forefront 
of bringing world-class art to 
Las Vegas — a tradition that continues 
with one of this year's biggest 
exhibits. Beginning July 3, 

Picasso: Creatures & Creativity 
will feature 43 works by one of 
the 20th century's great masters, 
including lithographs, linocuts, 
paintings, and three rare plates. 
Other can't-miss Bellagio attractions 
include the lush Conservatory 
& Botanical Gardens, Cirque du 
Solei/®'s stunning "O™", and a 
collection of the world's top luxury 
retailers, from Giorgio Armani to 
Harry Winston. 

B E l /yVG 1 O' 

LAS VEGAS 

An MCiM Reaotii Luxury 

Book your luxury Bellagio 
getaway at bellagio.com. 


© 2015 TIME INC. AFFLUENT MEDIA GROUP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 


The world comes to us so we can give the world to them. 





All the splendor. All Bellagio. 

Book at 866.986. 7111 or bellagio.com. 


BELLAGIO* 

LAS VEGAS 


An MGM Resorts. Luxury Destination 



Welcome. 

Escape to your own private country estate at 
The Lodge atWoodloch, an all-inclusive destination 
spa resort just 95 miles from Manhattan 


Reservations: 866.953.8500 


thelodgeatwoodloch.com 





Clearing the Air 


Marseilles' once-polluted Vieux-Port now has impressive restaurants, 
a can’t-miss food hall, and revitalized historic buildings to house it all. 

BY ALEXANDRA MARSHALL. PHOTOGRAPHS BY MATTHIEU SALVAING 


Since 2013, when Marseilles was named a 
European Capital of Culture and began to unveil 
the first projects of a decades-long urban plan- 
ning overhaul, the city has been the subject 
of much discussion. Could this overlooked gate- 
way to Provence shake off its reputation as a 
grimy, politically corrupt also-ran, to become 
a bastion of creativity and initiative? » 


The MuCEM's rooftop 
one of se^eraL5paces g^m- 
prising Le MoL'e Passadat, 
a new gastronomicd^mpLex 
by chef Gerald Passedat. 





/ here^iiow / 




In particular, the city's hope was that 
by scrubbing down and pedestrianizing the 
traffic-cLogged and over-touristed Vieux- 
Port, the Locals would have sonnething to 
be proud of. In 2013, it was too soon to tell; 
the paint had barely dried on the flashy 
new buildings. Like Rudy Ricciotti's Museum 
of European and Mediterranean 
Civilizations, or MuCEM, for short (mucem. 
org). Today, the answer is clear. The Vieux- 
Port area has conne into its own, not just 
architecturally but gastronomically as well. 
Now that soot has given way to sunlight, 
stylish Locals and travelers alike are ven- 
turing here from hipster 
neighborhoods Like Cours 
JuLien. It's easy to see why— 
their stomachs are calling. 

Most head straight to 
MuCEM, an unlikely food 
hub whose Lacy concrete 
screens and extended es- 
planade have changed the 
silhouette of the port's 
northern edge. The stunning 
building, among Erance's 10 most-visited 
museums, is now home to a complex 
of restaurants by Gerald Passedat, chef 
at Marseilles' only MicheLin three-starred 
establishment. Previously, diners had 
access to his cooking only at the starchily 
formal (and extremely expensive) restau- 
rant at Le Petit Nice Passedat hotel outside 
the center of town. With Le Mole Passedat 
(possedot.fr), they can choose between a 
buffet with creative salads and charcuterie, 
a massive terrace for seafood and cocktails, 
a cafe, and the upscale restaurant La Table, 
where dishes Like organic spelt risotto 
and pan-fried duck's Liver are on the menu. 

Another notable opening is Alcyone 
(morseiUe.intercontinentoLcom), chef 
Lionel Levy's restaurant in the two-year-oLd 
InterContinental Hotel Dieu, on the site of 
a 19th-century hospital that faces the port. 


Even though he's a native of 
Toulouse, the ALain Ducasse 
protege understands the Local 
spirit, with a warm and satisfying, never 
too cerebral, take on traditional staples. His 
deconstructed bouillabaisse is rich in flavor 
but Light in texture, with raw rockfish and 
wafer-thin squid-ink croutons. Eurther 
proof of Levy's total embrace of his adopted 
hometown: he became such a superfan 
of the OLympique de Marseille soccer team 
that he opens the hotel's terrace bar for 
cookouts on important game nights. In a 
city with such a LegendariLy Low tolerance 
for fancy airs. Levy has mastered the high- 
Low balance. 

A similar mix is evident at Les Voutes 
de la Major ([esvoutes-morseille.fr) in 
the spit-shined 19th-century docks in the 
arches below La Major cathedral. While 
high-end retail brands are filling up the 
southern half of the complex (among them 
perfumer Eragonard and home-goods spe- 
cialist Habitat), the highlight is Les Halles 
de la Major (ieshoilesdelomojor.com) . 


CLOCKWISE FRC 
TOP: A view of 1 
Vieux-Port neit 
hood; Passeda 

rockfish bouilluK. 

at La Table; lounging 
on the terrace of the 
Rudy Ricciotti- 
designed MuCEM. 


Checking in: Marseilles 

Aside from the ultra-affordable IVtama Shelter, IVtarseilles has long lacl<ed design- 
minded boutique hotels. Not anymore. Last year, the C2 Hotel [left; c2-hoteLcom; 
doubles from $208) arrived in the Palais de Justice area with 2Q minimalist rooms 
decided out in IVtidcentury furnishings. Guests can talce a 15-minute boat ride to 
the property’s new beach club on tiny lie Degaby. + The InterContinental Hotel 
Dieu [intercontmental.com; doubles from $241) is a stunning renovation of a land- 
marked building with views of the hilltop Notre-Dame de la Garde cathedral 
from many of its 194 rooms. + Le Couvent [fonderievieille.com; suites from $121) 
feels more tucked away, with nine spacious suites in a 17th-century convent. 


The food hall is full of picnic-bench seating 
and ample greasy-napkin fare: delicate 
fried zucchini and mint fritters from Les 
Tapas des Halles; fresh catch o lo ploncho 
and oyster platters from La Poissonnerie; 
and knife-cut veal tartare from butcher 
La Boucherie. And when Les Docks, a 
shopping and restaurant area, opens this 
fall in a series of former cargo warehouses, 
the port's pedestrian-friendly character 
will extend farther north to the piers. At 
this point, Marseilles is on such a roLL that 
not even a politician couLd mess it up. O 
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O FOR MORE NEW MARSEILLES RESTAURANTS WORTH 
A VISIT, GO TO TANDL.ME/EATINGMARSEILLES. 





SUNBLOCK 
NEVER LOOKED 
THIS GOOD 

Your eyes get sunburned just like your 
skin, that's why you need to protect 
them. At LensCrafters, we can fit your 
prescription into nearly any pair 
of glasses for protection with style. 

LensCrafters" 


^>201 S leflsCnifters. 4JI righls resefvffil. 



Vv\ 




OBSESSION 

Call it the ultimate BBQ 
accessery: Kube is a 17" x 
17" X 23" CQQler that doubles 
as a BluetQGth speaker. 
The flip-tep stores up 
to 48 cans in an insulated 
compartment, and the 
110-decibel sound system 
syncs with smartphones, 
so your summer bash can 
heat up with a great playlist 
as the drinks chill down. 
$1,099; kubesound.com. 
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Sustainability has 
come to swimwear. 

For her Line Giejo, 

New York designer Gabby SabharwaL 
uses reclaimed fabrics to create 
modern mix-and-match bikinis and 
flattering one-pieces. The suits 
include everything from nautical chain 
motifs and animal prints to feminine 
florals and natty chambray— and 
Look equally at home in MaLibu as they 
do in Capri. From $105 per piece; 
shopgiejo. com. — courtneykenefick 


Santa Fe, a main Palermo 
thoroughfare that feeds 
into the botanical gardens. 
2317 Thames; 54-11-2071- 
7199; entrees $17- $20. 


CHOCHAN I The Dish It’s 
all about pigs — not 
cattle — here. Go for the 
inventive pork-belly 
sandwich with peanut 
butter and carrot slaw on 
house-made bread. The 
Look A chalkboard menu, 
place mats made from 
hand- stamped butcher 
paper, and wildflowers on 
each table give off a rustic 
vibe. The Neighborhood 
Steps away from the 
outdoor flea market in San 
Telmo. 672 Piedras; 54-11- 
4307-3661; entrees all $9. 


UCO I The Dish Don’t 
miss the house special, 
an 18-hour-roasted 
Patagonian lamb shoulder 
for two served with 
seasonal vegetables. 

The Look Barnyard glam, 
with tufted leather 
banquettes and charcoal- 
colored, wood-paneled 
walls. The Neighborhood 
Inside the Fierro hotel, it’s 
smack in the middle of 
restaurant-packed Palermo 
Hollywood. JierrohotU. 
com; entrees $i2-$i3. 
-MARCELA BARUCH MANGINO 


CLOCKWISE FROM TOP 
LEFT: The bar at La 
Carniceria; outside the 
restaurant: paLetiLLo 
decordero (lamb 
shoulder) at Uco; 
grilled pork with mas- 
carpone cheese and 
potatoes at Chochan. 


TRENDING 


A Cut Above 

In Buenos Aires, formerly no-frilLs parriLlas are 
getting stylishly decked out and serving 
premium chops typically set aside for export. 


The Neighborhood A prime 
spot overlooking the Rfo 
de la Plata, in the business 
hub of Puerto Madero. 
legrill.com.ar; entrees 
$7-$i8. 

LA CARNICERIA I The 

Dish Portehos are obsessed 
with the smoked asado de 
tira (crosscut short ribs) 
at this 30-seat steak house, 
where grass-fed beef 
comes from the owner’s 
farm in the Pampas. 

The Look A rough-hewn 
aesthetic prevails, with 
butcher-block tables and 
six bar seats facing a coal- 
fired grill. The Neighborhood 
Two blocks from Avenida 


LE GRILL I The Dish The 

city’s dry-aged steak 
pioneer is known for its ojo 
de hife, or rib eye. Each 
inch-thick portion is 
matured for 28 days and 
served with one of seven 
potato sides, like decadent 
milhojas, agratinwith 
Reblochon cheese. The Look 
Fit for the power-lunch 
crowd, with glass walls, 
leather-backed chairs, and 
a 3,500-bottle wine cellar. 



CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: COURTESY OF LA CARNICERIA (2); PHILIP FRIEDMAN; COURTESY OF KUBE; COURTESY OF UCO; COURTESY OF CHOCHAN. SET STYLIST; KRIS JENSEN AT MARK EDWARD INC. 





VOTED THE WORLD’S 
BEST HOTEL BRAND 

by the readers of Travel + Leisure, USA in the 2015 World’s Best Awards 
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Qhemi ‘^otels c&d 9lesorts 


India • Indonesia • Dubai • Mauritius • Egypt • Saudi Arabia 
www.oberoihotels.com 



Advertisement 


Oberoi Hotels & Resorts 
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For generations, the Oberoi name has been synonymous with luxury hospitality. 
Personalized service, flawless attention to detail, and unique, authentic experiences 
are guaranteed when you stay with Oberoi Hotels & Resorts. Here is a glimpse of 
some of their award-winning resorts in incredible India. 



The nighttime 
beauty of Oberoi 
Rajvilas. 


Heritage Hoteliers 

India is a melting pot of cultures and a unique blend of the traditional and 
modern, welcoming discerning travellers from across the world. From the 
magical romance of the Taj Mahal and the vibrant hues of Rajasthan, to the 
majestic tigers of Ranthambhore and the tranquil serenity of the Himalayas, 
India promises memories of a lifetime. For those looking for impeccable luxury 
and authentic experiences, a stay with Oberoi Hotels & Resorts is a must. 
“Oberoi” is a name that has become synonymous with luxury around the 
world, and in India, the brand s roots are intertwined with the very birth of 
the hve-star hotel industry. Founder Rai Bahadur Mohan Singh Oberoi, born 
in 1898, worked his way up from desk clerk at The Cecil Hotel in Shimla (now 
The Oberoi Cecil) to owner. A favorite of A-listers the world over, the Oberoi 
Group now includes 30 hotels and resorts in India, Indonesia, Egypt, Mauritius, 
and Dubai, two luxury cruisers on the River Nile, and a luxury motor vessel on 
the backwaters of Kerala — each unique, and each a testament to the passion, 
quality and dedication that dehnes the Oberoi name. 


2015 TIME INC. AFFLUENT MEDIA GROUP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


Advertisement 


Relax like a Royal 

Oberoi Hotels & Resorts offers 
a window into India's vibrant 
eultures, historie monuments, 
and extraordinary landseapes. 
Situated just 650 yards from the 
Taj Mahal, The Oberoi Amarvilas 
is the only hotel in Agra to 
offer uninterrupted views of 
the monument from all rooms 
and suites. Aeeess via private 
golf earts and a VIP entranee 
ensures that Oberoi guests enjoy 
an unparalleled Taj experienee, 
while baek at the hotel, they ean 
experienee signature spa therapies 
and al freseo dining by the hotels 
easeading fountains, or on their 
private room baleony beside 
the silhouette of the Taj Mahal. 

In the state of Rajasthan, the 
Oberoi name adorns three award- 
winning resorts. In Udaipur, the 
“Veniee of the East,” The Oberoi 
Udaivilas spans a 20-aere wildlife 
sanetuary and immaeulately 
landseaped gardens on the banks 
of Lake Piehola, where guests 
ean enjoy romantie boat rides 
and private eandlelight dining on 
the shore. In Jaipur, The Oberoi 
Rajvilas is a majestie 32-aere 
resort of landseaped gardens with 
pavilions and refleetion pools that 
reereate the grandeur of prineely 
Rajasthan. It features an I8th- 
eentury temple where guests 
► 

Above: The Oberoi Amarvilas, with 
stunning views of the Taj Mahal. 

Below: The Oberoi, Mumbai on iconic 
Marine Drive. 




A CAREFREE GETAWAY » I Intuitive, personalized service and attention to 
detail are hallmarks of the Oberoi brand, and now Oberoi Hotels & Resorts can take 
care of every aspect of your stay. With the Exotic Vacations itineraries, Oberoi offers 
both suggested and custom vacations for six or more nights — all executed perfectly 
with their signature style. Discover the colorful cities of Rajasthan, the wilderness of 
Ranthambhore, the romance of the Taj Mahal and the peace and tranquillity of the 
Himalayas. Visit the 200-year-old hunting lodge of a Maharana, ride an elephant to 
a historic fort, or learn how to make your own ethnic textiles in private lessons with 
local experts. Take private cooking classes with the Oberoi master chefs or relax with 
Oberoi signature spa therapies at some of the most beautiful resorts in the world. 
Bespoke 12-night Exotic Vacations itineraries begin at $300 a night, making for 
trips that are both accessible and unique. 


can experience morning yoga, 
prayer chanting with a Hindu 
priest, and even renew their 
wedding vows in a traditional 
Indian ceremony. For cool 
mountain air, head north to 
Shimla and Oberoi s Wildflower 
Hall. Situated among 23 acres 
of natural cedar forest, it offers 
breathtaking panoramic views 
of the Greater Himalayas, as 
well as white water rafting, 
cycling, refreshing walks, and 
forest picnics. Those looking 
for the excitement of a big city 
should try The Oberoi, Mumbai. 


Occupying an unrivalled position 
on Mumbai's iconic Marine Drive, 
the hotel boasts magnihcent ocean 
views, exquisite international 
hne dining, a 24-hour spa, and 
personal butler service. 


BEGIN YOUR EXOTIC 
VACATION AT 

OBEROIHOTELS.COM. 

1 . 800 . 562 . 3764 . 
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GOLDEN HOUR 


These handsome new wristwatches make 
tradition timely, by jane bishop 


CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: RoLex rose-goLd CeLLini Date, $17,800. 
Burberry rose-goLd Britain, $5,500. Cartier rose-goLd CLe 
de Cartier, $18,800. A. Lange & Sohne rose-goLd-and-siLver 
Saxonia, $14,800. Hermes rose-goLd SLim d'Hermes 
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Perpetual Calendar, $38,900. see buyer's guide , page 179. 
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Bettersound through resaarc/i^ 
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The power to 
escape it all. 



Bose" 

Acoustic Noise Cancelling* headphones 


Engineered with industry-leading 
noise cancellation technology 
and acclaimed Bose sound. 
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Where you go is important. 

How you get there makes all the difference. 

Come with us and discover the world— literally. Our 10 ships visit all 7 continents, 80 countries, and more than 290 
ports of call. With world-class accommodations, globally inspired cuisine, and Intuitive service, it's no wonder we've 
been listed as a World's Best Cruise Line in Travel + Leisure's World's Best Awards every year for the past 20 years. 


That's modern luxury.^“ 


Celebrity JK Cruises® 


Visit celebritycruises.com, call 1-877-297-6143, or contact your travel agent. 

©2015 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships' registry: Malta and Ecuador. 
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AFTER DARK 


Stars and Bars 


At L.A. s Latest hot spot, a who s who of Hollywood 
gets its groove on. (And you can, too.) eviana hartman 
grabs a mic. photographs by Nathaniel wood 


IT’S LATE ON A WEDNESDAY (OR IS IT THURSDAY BY NOW?) off the Sunset Strip, 
and I, an early- to-bed bookworm of otherwise modest comportment, am perform- 
ing Nate Dogg and Warren G’s 1990s hit “Regulate” in front of what appears to be 
a roomful of escapees from a Coachella fashion shoot. I laid all them busters down, 
I let my gat explode / Now Vm switching my mind back into freak mode.... 

Karaoke, like Halloween, has a Jekyll and Hyde effect on its participants: 
fueled by booze and pseudoanonymity, we can all be stars for a night. But at the 
Blind Dragon, local impresario John Terzian’s latest opening, the onlookers 


probably are stars. That’s because this karaoke 
lounge, unlike the laser-lit strip-mall dives and 
gimmicky Koreatown palaces of yore, is as hard to 
crack as any high-end WeHo boite. Cocktails 
are served with pizza and dim sum in a space that 
blends old- school glam (leopard-print carpeting, 
mod chandeliers) with Brooklyn- style grit (walls 
and doors resemble dismantled shipping contain- 
ers). Miley Cyrus and Cara Delevingne are regulars. 

A waitress clad in a chinoiserie robe assures me 
that “Cigi and Cody” — that’s model Cigi Hadid and 
her then boyfriend Cody Simpson — may show up 
tonight. (Wait, aren’t they underage?) 

Terzian’s partner in the project, DJ Wade 
Crescent, hosts at-home karaoke parties for famous 
friends like Adam Levine, and the duo conceived 
the Blind Dragon as the same sort of secret late-night 
hideout (complete with a hidden entrance in an un- 
marked parking garage) for scenesters who’d rather 
not face down a phalanx of TMZ stringers. The main 
room is list-only (if you have to ask, you’re not getting 
in), but mere mortals can reserve one of four private 
rooms with state-of-the-art touch-screen systems. 

In the words of Warren G: Step to this, I dare ya. 
hwoodgroup.com; from $200 for aprivate room. 


MORE KITSCH-FREE KARAOKE 


ROCK BOX SEATTLE 

This minimaList, wood- 
accented Lounge 
has transLucent-wahed 
rooms and even one 
tiny chamber where 
you can sing soLo. On 
the menu: fine sakes 
plus charcuterie and 
cheeses from neighbor- 
ing restaurant Cure. 
rockboxseottie.com. 


SING SING KARAOKE | 
MIAMI BEACH 

The decor isn't much 
to rave about, but 
Locals swear by this 
high-tech party palace, 
which is open seven 
nights a week, singsing 
miami.com. 


AMOUR TOKYO 

An annex of the 
brutally hip nightclub 
Le Baron, this Luxe den 
draws an international 
fashion crowd to its 
four private rooms, two 
of which were designed 
by Marc Newson. 
amour-bar.com. 


BREAK ROOM 86 
LOS ANGELES 

Housed in the hipster- 
pedigreed Line Hotel in 
Koreatown, this 1980s- 
theme hangout has 
high school Lockers, a 
Pac-Man machine, and 
throwback cocktails. 
theiinehoteicom. 


■■ BAM KARAOKE 
BOX PARIS 

The airy Lounge and 
four private rooms have 
a deco vibe with graphic 
waLLpaper, mood Light- 
ing, and contemporary 
furniture, bom-korooke 
box.com. 


m 


TRAVEL + LEISURE / AUGUST 2015 







THE 

TEQUILA 



Breaking with generations of tradition, Don Julio Gonzalez created 
the first short tequila bottle. It was designed so his guests could look 
info each other's eyes to connect across the table. 

A bold move that inspired the world’s first luxury tequila. 



Moke The Right Move™ — Please Enjoy Responsibly. 

DON JULKD Tequila. 40% Alc/VoL (SISOI 5 Imported by Diageo Americas, Norwalk, CT. 


Advertisement 


The Bahamas 

Beautiful from All Angles 

The Islands Of The Bahamas stand out as some of the most stunning places on Earth — even from 
220 miles up in space, where they've been photographed and admired from the International Space 
Station. Get away from it all and discover 1 6 unique islands and endless cays. 



3 More Bahamas 
Hot Spots 


Indulge in Nassau 
& Paradise Island 

Head to the capital, 
Nassau, for its 
cosnnopolitan style and 
exciting mega sporting 
and cultural events like 
the Junkanoo, and to 
Paradise Island, just 
north, for 685 acres 
devoted to la dolce vita. 
Relax in tropical resorts, 
hotels, and restaurants; 
unwind with shopping, 
golf, and an aquarium; 
and be entertained 
with fantastic nightlife 
and a casino. 

Explore Land and 
Sea in The Abacos 

Find a boating and 
sailing paradise in the 
120-mile-long Abacos 
island chain, boasting 
calm water and warm 
breezes. On land, tee 
off at championship golf 
courses, visit charming 
colonial towns in Green 
Turtle and Elbow cays, 
and kick back at island 
eateries and bars. 


Mix It Up on Grand 
Bahama Island 

Settle into a glamorous 
resort on Grand Bahama 
and experience a distinct 
mix of historic appeal, 
modern attractions, and 
ecological wonders. 
While there, explore 
the world's largest 
underwater cave systems, 
three national parks, and 
stunning beaches. 


TYING 
THE KNOT? 
Check out the 
free Bahamas Wedding 
and Honeymoon Gift 
Registry at Bahamas, 
com/registry. 



Escape to Eleuthera 
& Harbour Island 

Hide away on pink sand 
beaches and marvel at 
endless pineapple fields 
on Eleuthera and Harbour 
Island. Fall into these 
islands' laidback lifestyle, 
and discover some of 
the most authentic 
colonial architecture in 
The Bahamas. 


THE EXUMAS 

Sapphire-blue water, 
footprint-free beaches, ultra- 
exclusive resorts — and yes, 
swimming pigs — lure visitors 
to this tropical paradise. 



LONG ISLAND 

Breathtaking cliffs, world-class 
bonefishing, and brilliant coral 
reefs offer a serene haven for 
boaters, anglers, and divers. 

ANDROS 

Nature seekers, kayakers, 
and hikers flock to the largest 
yet most sparsely developed 
island in The Bahamas for its 
under-the-radar vibe. 

To plan your 
own up-close 
exploration, visit 
bahamas.com. 
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I I THE ISLANDS OF THE 

bahamas 

Official Home of the Swimming Pigs 

Riders on horseback galloping along the shore. 

Divers atop the world^s second largest barrier reef. 



Blue Holes and caverns, all waiting to be explored. 

And natural wonders ranging from flamingos, iguanas and even swimming pigs. 


1 % - - 
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UPDATE 


Mongolia in Motion 

AFTER A 25-YEAR SOCIALIST 
HANGOVER, THE COUNTRY’S 
INTRIGUING CAPITAL 
CITY IS EINALLY WAKING UP. 


In Ulaanbaatar, elaborate temples now 
live cheek by jowl with rising skyscrapers, 
thanks to an influx of investment from 
the financial sector. The new Shangri-La 
Hotel (shangri-la.com; doubles from $260) 
is raising the luxury quotient with 290 
contemporary rooms, some facing Bogd 
Khan, one of the four Sacred Mountains; 
a sleek restaurant serving northern 
Chinese cuisine (clay-pot stews, Peking 
duck); and a 2ist-floor private club. 
Nearby is Great Chinggis Khan Square, 
a plaza lined with fashionable hangouts. 


A highlight: the lounge iLoft Function 
House (iconcept.mn), where DJs flown 
in from Seoul spin K-pop remixes. (The 
city has a surprising obsession with all 
things Korean.) There are two ways to 
arrive: by plane — Korean Air and Turkish 
Airlines now offer service, and a second 
international airport debuts in 2017 — 
or with Golden Eagle Luxury Trains 
(goldeneagleluxurytrains.com; is days 
from $15,895 per person). This hotel on 
rails has butler service and L’Occitane- 
stocked cabins and follows a route 
from Moscow that includes visits to Lake 
Baikal, the deepest on earth, and the 
16th-century Kremlin Fortress, in 
Kazan, Russia. - DANIEL SCHEFFLER 
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SPIRITED AWAY 

Sample the small-batch booze movement 
taking hold in the Last Frontier. 

Independent distilleries have been setting up shop in 
Alaska for a while now— but a 2014 law finally gave thenn 
the green light to open tasting roonns. Now you can visit 
Port Chilkoot Distillery (portchiLkootdistiUery.com), 
housed in a 1902 arnny bakery on the outskirts of Glacier 
Bay National Park, in Haines, and try their award-winning 
50 Fathonns gin. Or stop in at the converted airport han- 
gar in Sterling, on the Kenai Peninsula, where High Mark 
Distillery (highmarkdistiUery.com) serves its applejack, 
which is nnade fronn a secret Irish fannily recipe. And 
cozy up in the cabin-like drinking lair at Anchorage 
Distillery (onchoragedistiUery.com) with its full-bodied 
Glacier Melt vodka. -mate storey 




SET SAIL 

Kicking off this summer on 
select northern European 
sailings, Ventures by Seabourn 

are kayak and Zodiac 
excursions that leave directly 
from the foldout marina on the 
458-passenger Seabourn Quest 
The program, which will 
soon expand to Antarctic and 
Amazon River itineraries, in- 
cludes activities like rides along 
the fjords and past icebergs. 
And because there’s no need to 
disembark, guests get extra 
time to sleep in. seabourn.com. 
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O FOR THE RESULTS OF OUR ALASKAN SPIRITS TASTE TEST, 
GO TO TANDL.ME/DRINKINGALASKA. 


FROM TOP: TOOL & BRUNO MORANDI/ OORBIS; PHILIP FRIEDMAN (3). SET STYLIST: KRIS JENSEN AT MARK EDWARD INO. 



© 2015 Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Westinlm 
logo are the trademarks of Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc., or its afflll 


A WEEKEND 
IN THE HEAVENLY* BED 
MAKES IT EASIER 
TO COME BACK TO EARTH 


MAKE MONDAY BETTER 

BOOK A WESTIN WEEKEND 



Westin 

HOTELS S. RESORTS 
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HEAD TO HEAD 

HoteLsThat Never Sleep 

SURE, THE ROOMS ARE SWELL, BUT AT THESE BUZZY NEW OPENINGS, 
ALL THE AOTION IS DOWNSTAIRS-OR ON THE ROOE. 



VIRGIN HOTELS CHICAGO 

Richard Branson's first property under 
the Virgin Hotels brand is a pLayfuL hot 
spot in Chicago's typically buttoned-up 
financial district. The 250 rooms are 
quiet and comfortable, but if you spend 
all night in one, you're missing the fun. 
From 5 p.m. on, crowds descend on the 
lobby's wine bar; at the second-floor 
Commons Club and Shag Room, you'll 
find people drinking stiff cocktails or 
playing Cards Against Humanity. But the 
real social hub is the newly opened roof 
terrace. Designed by Paola Navone, 
it has glass-topped bars and lime-green 
couches. There, attractive young locals 
gather for spicy dumplings, mango- 
brandy margaritas, and headline DJs. 
And post-party recuperation is covered: 
the underground spa has five treatment 
rooms and a hammam. virginhoteis.com; 
doubles from $260.- JENNIFER PARKER 


LES BAINS DOUCHES 

Few places in Paris elicit the collective 
nostalgia of Les Bains, an 1885 Marais 
bathhouse that was the ne plus ultra 
of nightlife in the 1970s. Shuttered in 
2010, it was reborn in June as a hotel- 
nightclub-restaurant hybrid with the 
same bon vivant spirit that once drew 
in Andy Warhol, Mick dagger, and 
David Guetta. Philippe Starck's original 
checkerboard dance-floor tiles have 
been repurposed in the dining room, 
beneath a blood-red rippled ceiling that 
recalls stalactites: stained glass adorns 
the Chinese Salon; in the 39 rooms, retro 
telephones and velvet sofas lend an 
Art Deco touch. Come midnight, the club 
pulses like the glory days, but shut-ins 
needn't miss out: guests can tap into the 
DJ's playlist from mini Marshall amps 
in their rooms, iesbains-paris.com; 
doubles from $549.- LINDSEY TRAMUTA 




NEW YORK EDITION 

The property's May opening in the 1909 
Met Life Tower on Madison Square Park 
marked hotelier Ian Schrager's return to 
New York. Inside the opulent restaurant, 
restored wood paneling, Venetian plaster, 
and photos from Schrager's Studio 54 
days serve as a backdrop for the city's 
glamour set, who come for the gold-leaf- 
lined bar and billiards table. Here, lauded 
chef Jason Atherton helms the kitchen 
and oversees cuisine for major events 
(the hotel hosted no fewer than 13 parties 
in its opening week). The 273 rooms 
have sleek furniture and sizable showers, 
and many look out on the Empire State 
Building. Corner rooms are big by New 
York standards, but even the smallest 
bolt-hole is an oasis from the hard-hitting 
scene downstairs— and by extension, 
the rest of Manhattan, editionhoteis.com; 
doubles from $ 725 .- STEPHANIE \N[J 


MOLTO MANLY 

A pair of new colognes that evoke an Italian vacation; Giorgio 
Armani's Acqua di Gio Profumo, a mix ot spices and citrus, 
suggests the aroma ot waves hitting the shores ot Pantelleria 
[from $95, armanibeauty.com], and the sporty Acqua di Parma 
Colonia Club (from $100, bloomingdales.com), available 
next month, calls to mind a Tuscan vineyard with its fresh, 
masculine notes ot lemon, bergamot, and musk.-c.K. 
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THE BEST 



)Y TO EXE 


TNGHALABAMA? 



Baked grits 

Highlands Bar and Grill, 
Birmingham 



Banana pudding 

Sisters’, Troy 



Black Forest torte 

Klingler’s, Birmingham 



Bouillabaisse 

Hot and Hot Fish Club, 
Birmingham 



Broiled seafood platter 

The Bright Star, Bessemer 



Crab cakes 

Fox Valley Restaurant, 
Maylene 



Fried chicken 

Martins, Montgomery 



Fried fish and cole slaw 

Ezell’s, Lavaca 



Fried green tomatoes 

Irondale Cafe, Irondale 



Hot Bama Brown sandwich 

Baumhower’s, Tuscaloosa 



Peanut butter and jelly Muffaletta Panino 

in phyllo Panini Pete’s, Fairhope 

Cotton Ro-w, Huntsville 


Neapolitan pizza 

Bettola, Birmingham 



Barbecue chicken 
with white sauce 

Big Bob Gibson Bar-B-Q, Decatur 



Oysters fried, stewed 
and nude 

Wintzell’s, Mobile 








Peach pies 

Peach Park, Clanton 


Ribs and white bread Sea bass in banana leaves 

Dreamland, Tuscaloosa Cosmo’s Restaurant and Bar, 

Orange Beach 


Shrimp and grits 

Classic on Noble, Anniston 


Cheeseburger in Paradise 

LuLu’s, Gulf Shores 


to Alabama can be a culinary celebration of all things epicurean. From gourmet to the catch of the day, 
festivals to farmers markets, your journey intersects with Alabamans thriving culinary scene, one dish at a time. 
So come dine with our award-winning chefs, check out our must-not-miss food events and dig into the “1 00 dishes 
to eat in Alabama before you die.” With so much to do, see and eat, every experience will be just as exciting as the 
next. Get started on your delicious adventure today. 



To learn more, visit ilovealabamafood.com 
or download the 100 Dishes app today. 
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Clockwise from left: Viking Longship near Katz Castle; Viking Longship French Balcony; Viking Longship Veranda Suite. 


VIKING RIVER CRUISES® 

EVERY GREAT RIVER 
DESERVES A SUITE VIEW 

Consistently voted among the 
"World's Best River Cruise Lines" 
by Travel + Leisure readers, Viking River 
Cruises continues to lead the industry with 
the newest and the best accommodations. 

The Largest Suites on Europe's Rivers 

Viking River Cruises’ deluxe suites are the first-ever true suites 
on European river ships. Designed for oomplete oomfort, eaoh 
suite features two full-sized rooms, making the innovative, 
award-winning Viking Longships® the most desirable way to 
see Europe. After a day of exploration and oultural enriohment, 
you oan relax in your elegant and spaoious suite while enjoying 
superior amenities and oommanding views; there’s no better 
way to oruise the world’s most majestio rivers. 



Commanding Views. Outstanding Spaces. 

As you gaze at the sweeping river views from your suite’s 
veranda or Frenoh baloony, the oharming windmills of Holland, 
hillside oastles of Germany, or lush vineyards of Austria’s 
Waohau Valley seem olose enough to touoh. Choose from two 
suite options: the 445-square-foot Explorer Suites (the largest on 
Europe’s rivers, with 270-degree views), or the 275-square-foot 
Veranda Suites. Every suite inoludes upsoale amenities suoh 
as hotel-style beds topped with European linens and duvets, 
premium bath produots, and plenty of storage spaoe. 

The Best Way to Explore Europe 

A revolutionary design in the European river oruise industry. 
Viking’s Eongships are powered by hybrid engines and solar 
panels, promising a smooth, easy ride. Onboard entertainment 
oenters around the destinations on your itinerary, and inoludes 
leotures, looal musioians, and themed dinners with regional 
speoialties. But the best entertainment is the soenery. Watoh 
the ever-ohanging landsoape from the AquavitTerraoe on the 
ship’s bow, perfeot for savoring a oasual meal al fresoo, meeting 
friends for drinks, or reading a book, all while basking in the 
fresh air and enjoying the breathtaking views. 


> 

cc 

LJJ 

C/D 

LJJ 

DC 

C/D 

H 

X 

o 

DC 


Q_ 

3 

o 

DC 

CD 

< 

Q 


U- 

< 


O 

Z 

UJ 


o 

CM 


^ 

VI K.I NG details about Viking's 2016 Early Booking Discounts, ask yourTravel Agent, 

RIVER. CRUISES call 1 -800-785-5740 or visit vikingrivercruises.com. 



The largest suites on European waters. 

An onboard concierge to customize each guesEs cruise. 

The most modern river cruise fleet. 

More travel awards than any other river cruise line. 

The World's Leading River Cruise Line. . . By Far® 

Visit vrc.com, see your Travel Agent or call 1-877-523-0571. 



VIKING 

RIVER CRUISES 


Exphrifig thf Wtirid in Comfort* 
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YOUR 
BUSY LIFE. 


KAUA‘I 

HAWAI I'S ISLAND OF DISCOVERY™ 



A good taco seems like a 
simple thing. But the 
dish’s history and endless 
diversity prove it to be 
anything but. Tacopedia 
(Phaidon) breaks down 
the many ways Mexicans 
cook, season, and serve 
tacos — with brief histories 
of everything from tacos 
de canasta (they’re cooked 
in a bicycle basket!) and 
barbacoa tacos (they’re 
cooked under the earth!) 
to the more adventurous 
head-meat tacos (self- 


explanatory). There’s also 
an assortment of fun 
facts: Did you know that 
in 1979 a Mexican artist 
named Maris Bustamante 
registered the taco as 
legally hers and claimed 
the patent rights? Or that 
the revolutionary leader 
Emiliano Zapata liked to 
feed them to his horse? To 
round out the book, there 
are recipes and exhaus- 
tive listings of taquerias 
throughout Mexico. 

-THESSALY LA FORCE 


Que Rico! 

The where, what, 
and how of 
a Mexican staple. 




ON THE SHELF 


JS** 



DRAMA KING 


Seven hours— that’s how long it took 
for the 12-week run of the Barbican’s 
Benedict Cumberbatch-led Hamlet, 
which premieres August 5, to sell out. 

Prudently, the London theater held 
back 100 tickets for each show; go to 
haTnletharhican.org.uk to enter the on- 
line lottery for a chance to score late- 
release $15 seats to the Lyndsey Turner- 
directed production. In the (very likely) event that those also go in 
record time, the Cumberbatch-obsessed can catch a live broad- 
cast in movie theaters across 44 countries, including the United 
Kingdom and the United States, on October 15 (ntltve.comj.-s.w. 


KauaiDiscovery.com 


FROM TOP: MAROEL RIUS/PHAIDON; OOURTESY OF PHAIDON; KATY WINN/OORBIS 




#LetHawaiiHappen 



gohawaii.com/Kauai 
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T+L DEALS 

Ports of Call 

Looking for a shipboard adventure? This nnonth’s exclusive offers will take you 
down the Annazon, around the South Pacific, and beyond. 



The American 
Empress travels 
through Oregon and 
Washington along 
the Columbia River. 




SUPER SAVER 

Haimark Luxury River Expeditions, Southeast Asia 

One perk of traveling with this high-end line: a focus on all things 
culinary. This trip on the Mekong Navigator includes a Khmer 
feast in Siem Reap and visits to Vietnam’s floating markets. 

The Deal Seven nights in a Vista suite, from $1,249 per person, 
double: book by September 30. Save 57%. haimarktravel.com. 


AMAZON RIVER 

RAINFOREST CRUISES 

Excursions on the Delfin II get 
you up close and personal with 
wildlife in Peru's Pacaya Samira 
National Reserve, but you can 
also spot sloths from floor-to- 
ceiling windows in all 14 rooms. 
The DealFournightsina Luxury 
suite, $2,589 per person, double, 
through September 30. Save 
30%. rainforestcruises.com. 

EUROPE 

EMERALD WATERWAYS 

Visit the storybook towns along 
the Danube, Main, and Rhine 
rivers on one of Emerald's four 
182-passenger ships— all shore 
excursions, including walking 
tours of 10 cities, are on the 
house. The Deal A 15-night trip 
from Amsterdam to Budapest, 
$2,875 per person, double; book 
by September 30. Save 38%. 
emeraldwaterways.com. 

galApagos islands 

INCA 

Snorkel with sea lions on 
Bartolome Island, then enjoy 
Ecuadoran barbecues on the 16- 
passenger Integrity. The Deal 
Seven nights in the Owner's 
suite, plus three nights at five- 
star hotels in Santa Cruz Island 
and Quito, $4,996 per person, 
double; book by September 30. 
Save 30%. incal.com. 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

AMERICAN QUEEN 
STEAMBOAT COMPANY 

Trace the journey of Lewis and 
Clark (while sipping local Pinot 
Noir) aboard the American 
Empress paddle wheeler, which 
traverses the Columbia River. 
The Deal Seven nights in any 
cabin class, plus pre- and post- 
cruise hotel stays, from $2,656 
per person, double; book by 
August 31. Save 35%. aqsc.com. 

SOUTH PACIFIC 

PAUL GAUGUIN CRUISES 

The 332-passenger Paul 
Gauguin sails to some of French 
Polynesia's most iconic islands— 
from Bora-Bora to Moorea. 

The Deal Seven nights in any 
cabin class, from $3,995 per 
person, double; book by October 
31. Save 52%. pgcruises.com. 
-LISA CHENG 
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O BLACKOUT DATES MAY APPLY. FOR BOOKING DETAILS, 
GO TO TANDL.ME/AUGUSTDEALS2015. 


FROM TOP: OOURTESY OF AMERIOAN OUEEN STEAMBOAT OOMPANY; HEMIS/ALAMY 




AUTOGRAPH COLLECTION* 

HOTELS 


A unique luxury resort & casino / S77 55^ 7778 



Credit approval required. Redeem miles for travel on any airline based on actual ticket price at time of purchase. Offered by Capital One Bank (USA),‘N.A. ©2015 



CapitahJ^' 







ALL WITH VENTURE MILES. 


! Switch to the Capital One Venture® card and you can use your miles 
t to cover the cost of any flight, on any airline. So whether you’re flying 
to Rome, or any other World’s Best city. Venture® miles let you travel 
how you want, when you want. 


Earn Unlimited Double Miles 




The journey is as rewarding 1 

as the destination. 

YouMI notice the Seabourn difference the moment you step on board. Our intimate 
ships feature spacious all-suite accommodations, award-winning gourmet dining 
and gracious, intuitive service. Enjoy open bars and fine wines throughout and raise a 
glass with fellow travelers who share your sense of adventure. Experience the world 
in all-inclusive ultra-luxury where the promise of delight is in every moment. 
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Anniversary 
Special / 


^ Turn the page 
aniftoiMifiisjdethe 
gatefutd to 
see great maments 
[n World's 
Best history, > 


O FOR FULL LISTINGS OF ALL OF THIS 
YEAR'S WINNERS-INCLUDING THE BE5 
HOTELS AND CRUISE LINES FOR FAMtl 
VISIT TANDL.ME/W0RLDSBEST20IS/ 

Survey methodology is on page 9G. ^ 
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Antarctica Experience 





SEABOURN 


Thank you for voting Seabourn 

World's Best Small'Ship Cruise Bine. 


onore 
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WHEN THE WORLD’S BESTAwards Launched, 

in 1996, it was a way for Travel + Leisure to hear from you, 
our readers, about the hotels you Loved, the airlines 
you were Loyal to, the destinations that most excited you. 

Bacl< then, the world felt much bigger— airlines didn't 
have websites, translation apps didn't exist— and only the 
coolest of cities had boutique hotels. Our first World's 
Best Awards reflected many of these differences. Most 
of the top-rated hotels were grande-dame properties. Like 
the Oriental Bangkok (No. 1 overall) and Peninsula Hong 
Kong (No. 3). And the top 10 cities indicated a preference 
for more familiar destinations— some close to home 
(New Orleans, San Francisco), others far-flung (Sydney; 
Christchurch, New Zealand). 

In a testamentto how much the global Landscape has 
changed, this year only two of the top 10 cities (Florence 
and Rome) appeared on the inaugural list. T+L readers are 
now visiting places considered adventurous by 1996 
standards: Cape Town, Kyoto, and Siem Reap, Cambodia. 
Small, independent hotels Like Ireland's 82-room Ashford 
Castle (No. 3) have risen to the top, proving that personal 
service and a strong sense of place resonate more than ever. 
Turn the page to see the winners. 




YEARS 



A LOOK BACK THROUGH 

WORLD’S BEST HISTORY 





WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO BE NO. 1 on the world’s Best list for 20 years in a 

row? For starters, a commitment to service and the ability to stay ahead of 
the curve — both of which are hallmarks of Singapore Airlines and Crystal 
Cruises. Here’s a closer look at how they have stayed on top for so long. 

Singapore Airlines has been setting the industry standard since it 
debuted, in 1972. Among its groundbreaking achievements: it was the first 
commercial airline to offer free drinks and meal choices in economy as 
well as free headsets. And the airline has continued to innovate ever since. It 
flew the world’s largest passenger plane, the Airbus A380, before any other 
commercial carrier, in 2007. And it’s poured millions of dollars into ongoing 
initiatives: a low- air-pressure tasting room, a library of 15,000 dishes, and 
the new premium economy class, where custom-made seats come with 
HD monitors, foldout leg rests, USB ports, and personal storage space. But 
beyond a focus on food and design, the Singapore story is really about 
service, embodied by the “Singapore Girl,” whose rigorous flight-attendant 




The historic Oriental in Bangkok was crowned 
the best hotel in the world— 12 years before 
officially changing its name to the Mandarin 
Oriental. It repeated its win in 1999 and 2000. 


The West was the best— at least according to 
the U.S. and Canada winners. Seven of the 
top 10 hotels were in that region; the Ritz- 
Carlton Laguna Niguel in California was No. 1. 



1999 


were in Europe— the highest 
concentration ever. On the 
list: Paris, Venice, London, 
Florence, Rome, and Vienna. 



FROM OUR READERS 



“THE SINGAPORE 
AIRLINES 
ATTENDANTS 
WERE EDUCATED, 
PROFESSIONAL, 
AND ACCOM- 
MODATING. THE 
FOOD WAS SOME 
OF THE BEST 
I'VE EVER HAD, 
EVEN IN NICE 
RESTAURANTS.” 


THE CRYSTAL SYMPHONY 
FROM CRYSTAL CRUISES. 




2002 


i 

r 


We embraced that little thing called the Internet— 
which we noted "has become an important part 
of our readers’ lives”— and did away with paper —I 
surveys. The result? The most comprehensive list 
to date, with hundreds of thousands of evaluations, 




Call it the year of the safari. Five out of the 1 
10 hotels in the world— including No. 1 Singi 
Sabi Sand, in South Africa— were in Africa (v 
two in Kenya). 


training program accepts only lo percent of its applicants and lasts for four 
months (compared with the industry standard of five weeks). 

With only two ships in its fleet, Crystal Cruises doesn’t have the scale 
of other similar cruise lines — but it has always managed to do more with less. 
It grasped early on how important technology would become for its passengers, 
launching the Computer University@Sea in 1997. (There’s now a Technology 
Concierge on every voyage.) And while many lines offer enrichment programs 
at sea. Crystal’s lineups are unmatched in their breadth, with offerings 
like Berlitz language courses (an industry first), Yamaha keyboard lessons, 
and digital filmmaking classes. It was also ahead of the game when it came to 
health and wellness, pioneering hypoallergenic staterooms (complete with 
allergy- friendly bedding and an air purifier) in 2013. More recently. Crystal 
introduced late-riser itineraries, giving guests the option to sleep in before 
embarking on excursions. Still to come: a long-awaited new ship that will likely 
raise the bar even higher. 


2005 


Happy 10-year anniversary! 

We registered the new popularity 
of small, independent hotels and the fact that —I 
readers were gravitating toward more 
"unusual" and "authentic" places like Bangkok. 


TIMELINE, EROM LEET: T+L ARCHIVES (2); COURTESY OE RITZ-CARLTON LAGUNA NIGUEL; ISTOCK; ZOONAR GMBH/ALAMY; ISTOCK; CARL BERKELEY; T+L ARCHIVES; ISTOCK (2); MARK WILLIAMS/COURTESY 0 
KYOTO GUIDE, CLOCKWISE EROM TOP LEET: MICHAEL YAMASHITA; COURTESY OE THE RITZ-CARLTON, KYOTO; LONELY PLANET IMAGES/GETTY IMAGES; COURTESY OE IPPODO TEA; COURTESY OE SHABONY, 




I 

INSIDER'S GUIDE TO KYOTO 

Our favorite spots from a recent 

visit to this year's World's Best City. 


HOTEL I The city’s first 
true Luxury property, 
the Ritz-Carlton, Kyoto 

( 2 ), forgoes marble 
and glitz for Japanese 
minimalism in its 
134 spacious rooms; 
some suites have 
Zen gardens overlooking 
the Kamogawa River. 
ritzcortton.com; 
doubles from $543. 

RYOKAN I The historic 
Tawaraya (1) is a warren 
of twisting corridors, 
creaky wooden staircas- 
es, and 18 spare 
but beautiful rooms, alL 
surrounding a sakura 
tree. As for the service: 
how your bags get to your 
suite in five minutes flat 
is a mystery. 81-75-211- 
5566; doubles from $705. 

MUSEUM I Designed 
by YoshioTaniguchi (who 
didtheMoMA),the 
sleek new wing of the 
Kyoto National Museum 
has a weLL-curated selec- 
tion of ancient ceramics, 
Edo-period kimonos, 
and Chinese paintings. 
kyohoku.go.jp. 


MARKET I Nishiki (3) 

is Instagram paradise, 
with vendors selling 
everything from sake and 
mochi to fresh oysters. 
Bring coins and small 
bills to buy snacks with. 
kyoto-nishiki.or.jp. 

RESTAURANT I Tucked 

in the basement of a 
nondescript building near 
Sanjo Station, the nauti- 
cal-theme Renrakusen 
specializes in high-grade 
Ohmi beef. Generous 
cuts are Lightly fried and 
grilled— no knife 
required. 81-75-241- 
4358; entrees $75-$100. 

SHOP I For beauty 
products with kowoii 
(cute) packaging, head 
downtown to Shabonya 
(5). It's filled with bath 
salts, sponges, and 
colorful soaps made 
from ingredients Like soy 
miLk,yuzu, and ginger. 
There's even a quirky 
footbath cafe in the back. 
shobonyo.com. 

TEMPLE I Across from 
the National Museum, 


the Buddhist temple 
Sanjusangendo (7) 

houses 1,001 human- 
size statues of the god 
Kannon, carved from 
cypress in the 12th and 
13th centuries. It's 
a humbling display of 
craftsmanship. 
sonjusongendo.jp. 

CAFE I You haven't 
tasted real green tea- 
earthy, fuLL-bodied, 
heady— until you visit 
IppodoTea (4), a tiny 
shop and tearoom close 
to the Ritz-Carlton. 

The attendants whisk 
motcho (green-tea 
powder) into frothy 
perfection, ippodo-teo. 
co.jp. 

GARDEN I The 15th- 
century Ryoan-ji (6) 

is Japan's most famous 
dry-landscape garden: 

15 rocks artfully placed 
in raked white gravel. It 
can get crowded, but 
skipping this contempla- 
tive space would be 
Like missing the Louvre. 
ryoonji.jp. 

—JACQUELINE GIFFORD 


J 




)F SINGITA 
A; LONELY 


2010 


2013 


Two of the year’s top 10 domestic 
airlines have since gone out of business. 
RIP, Midwest Airlines and USA 3000. 


Change is good— which is why we added 
additional categories to the list: airports and 
hotel brands. The winners: Singapore 
Changi Airport and Oberoi Hotels & Resorts. 


SABI SAND; ISTOCK; STEPHEN TORNBLOM/AIRLINERSGALLERY.COM; PAUL DINGMAN/COURTESY OE SINGAPORE CHANGI INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT. 
PLANET IMAGES/GETTY IMAGES; ENZO/AGE EOTOSTOCK 


top 

ita 

vith 





Krokow was the surprise top 1 0 addition this year, appearing on the List 

for the first time ever. With its beautifully preserved buildings, rich history, 
and vibrant cultural scene, we get why it's buzzing. But the real comeback 

award goes to No. 6, Bangkok: the Thai capital was No. 1 in the world from 2010 
to 2013 before being bumped lost year, likely due to political unrest. 
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PHIL HOLKER 



FROM DREAM 

TO REALITY. 



visitmonaco.com/us 



2 Bali Indonesia 88.98 


Bali Indonesia 88.98 h 


Golden Isles (JekyLL Island, 
Little St. Simonsjsland, 

Sea Island, St. Simor^ Island) 
Georgia 84.49 * 

San Juan Islands Washington 
84.22 


St. John U.S. Virgin Islands 
83.87 


CONTINENTAL U.S. & CAN! 
1 Vancouver Island British 
Columbia 86.22 


2 Maldives 88.53 

3 Phuket Thailand 79.22 


Hilton Head South Carolina 
85.00 


AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND & 
TyE^OUTH PACIFIC 

Tasmania Australia 88.32 
Moorea French Polynesia 87.90 

Great Barrier Reef Australia 
87.31 H 


Kiawah Island South Carolina 
83.15 


Bora-Bora French Polynesia 

86.11 H 


Fi i 84.78 


.HAVyAII 

Maui 87.89 s 
K^ai 87.88 s 

Hawaii, the Big Island 85.64 h 








THE CARIBBEAN. BERMUDA 




& THE BAHAMAS 

Harbour Island Bahamas 8^60 
Jost Van Dyke British 
Virgin Islands 84.60 
Virgin Gorda British Virgin 
Islands 84.18 




Anguilla 83.13. 




A BLUE-FOOTED BOOBY, AN ICON 
OF THE GALAPAGOS. 


The Galapagos is bock at No. 1, a position it held in 2010 and 2008. 

And understandably so: the wildlife-filled orchipelogo now offers more ways to explore 
beyond the standard cruise, thanks in port to the new Pikoia Lodge. 

The biggest change over lost year? Dreamy, faraway islands like the Maldives, 
Tosmonio, Moorea, and the Great Barrier Reef ore bock on travelers' rodors. 


WORLD’S BEST 
AWARDS 2015 


Overa 


ISLANDS 


GALAPAGOS SLANDS. ECUADOR 


MEXICO & CENfRAL U 
SOUTH AMERICA 

1 Galapagos Islands Ecuador 
90.82 H 

2 Isla Mujeres l^exico 82.32 

3 Ambergris CaV Belize 79.18 


10 OVERALL 
Galapagos Islands Ecuador 
90.82 H - 


Maldives 88.53 


Tasmania Australia 88.32 
Santorini Greece 87.93 
Moorea French Polynesia 87.90 
Maui Hawaii 87.89 s 


EUROPE 

1 Santorini Greecfe 87.93tJJ 

2 Malta 86.90 


Kauai Hawaii 87 


Great Barrier Reef Australia 
87.31 


^ Mykonos Greece 84.84 
Majorca Spain 83.85 


Malta 86.90 




JOHN HUBA/ART + COMMERCE 




HOTELS RESOKTS 



It’s a big world. What do you Prefer? 

650 hotels. 85 countries. An infinite number of unique experiences. 
Explore the entire portfolio at PreferredHotels.com. 


][i E Gl E M D 


L V X 


LIFESTYLE 




COMvJECT I 




PREFERRED HOTELS & RESORTS 

WARMLY WELCOMES 



15_338 





WORLD’S BEST 
AWARDS 2015 


SAFARI OUTFITTERS 

1 Ker & Downey 98.44 

2 Micato Safaris 96.95 0 

3 Africa Adventure Company 96.67 
3 African Travel 96.67 

5 andBeyond Luxury Safaris 95.33 


> SAFARI 
OUTFITTERS 

>TOUR 

OPERATORS 

> DESTINATION 
SPAS 


TOUR OPERATORS 

1 Butterfield & Robinson 97.76 

2 VBT Bicycling & Walking 
Vacations 95.88 

3 Classic Journeys 95.68 

4 Wilderness Travel 95.42 

5 Kensington Tours 94.07 


TOP DESTINATION SPAS OVERALL 

1 Golden Door San Marcos, California 98.3 

2 Rancho La Puerta Tecate, 

Mexico 94.69 O 

3 TenThousand Waves Japanese Spa & 
Resort Santa Fe, New Mexico 93.09 

4 Lake Austin Spa Resort Texas 92.64 O 

5 Miraval Resort & Spa Tucson, 

Arizona 92.53 O 

6 Mii Amo, a Destination Spa Sedona, 
Arizona 92.00 O 

6 Westglow Resort & Spa Blowing Rock, 
North Carolina 92.00 

8 Canyon Ranch Tucson, Arizona 88.40 

9 Lodge at Woodloch Hawley, 
Pennsylvania 87.13 

10 Red Mountain Resort Ivins, Utah 86.77 



CLOCKWISE FROM BOTTOM: COURTESY OF KER & DOWNEY; REINER HARSCHER/LAIF/REDUX; COURTESY OF KER & DOWNEY; MICHAEL TUREK (2) 
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THE FINEST CITRUS DISTILLED 
INTO SOMETHING FINER 


A gin like no other^ crafted in our small-batch 
No. Ten still with fresh citrus for a brighter taste. 



N9TEN‘ 
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FAMILY TRAVEL 


THRILLS OF ALL SIZES 

REDEFINE FAMILY TIME ON A CRUISE 


TRAVEL+ 

LEISURE 

WORLD’S 

BEST 

AWARDS 

2015 


Family vacations have come a long way from station wagons and rest stops. These days, 

parents have options. Take Travel + Leisure's pick for World's Best Large Ocean Line for Families two years 

running. Royal Caribbean cruises offer a brag-worthy vacation, full of excitement for all ages onboard 

23 unbelievable ships, including the new Anthem of the Seas, sailing to sunny Caribbean destinations from the 

Big Apple this November. Endless activities keep kids pumped between exotic ports — and give grownups a 

chance to vie for the title of "Awesomest Parent Ever." Best of all: You'll never hear "Are we there yet?" again. 



NEW ADVENTURES 

Many signature activities onboard Royal 
Caribbean ships are not only firsl-at-sea 
adventures, theyVe also experiences rarely 
encountered on land. The whole point 
isnT to offer a unique cruise vacation, 
but a vacation unlike any other. 

Head for Rip Cord by iFLY onboard 
Anthem afthe Seas to experience the 
adrenaline -pumping rush of skydiving 
without ever leaving the ship. Or tackle 
40-foot-long FlowRider surf simulators 
that create perfect waves for hanging 
ten, available on most ships. (Oasis of 
the Seas and Allure of the Seas actually 
have two each!) Surf or boogie. Hot 
dog or wipe out — whatever your skill 
level allows, the surf*s always up on this 
favorite for thrill seekers of aU ages. 




GAME CHANGERS 

Family time gets a whole new spin at 
Anthems SeaPlex. Challenge the kids on 
the first-ever bumper cars at sea. 

Or race around the roller-skating rink 
as a live DJ gets the party started from a 
booth suspended overhead. Then grab 
a bite from a seafaring food truck. And 
when the day heats up, the kids can head 
to the H20 Zone and make a splash 
in the first wave pool ever to sail. 


ELEVATED ENTERTAINMENT 

The North Star observation capsule 
onboard Anthem of the Seas takes 
sightseeing to a whole new level — literally. 
After a full day of exhilarating activities, 
the kids will love catching beautiful 
views of destinations like St. Kitts from 


The Dreamworks Experience makes 
memorable moments with beloved 
animated characters a reality. You can 
share breakfast with Shrek and Fiona, or 
Po from Kung Fu Panda. Enjoy the antics 
of the Penguins of Madagascar and other 
live character moments — even attend 
exclusive Dreamworks movie premiers 
at the same time they happen on land. 


300 feet above sea level. Onboard Oasis 
of the Seas and Allure of the Seas take 
in entertainment thatTl have the whole 
family on the edge of their seats, with 
breathtaking AquaTh eater dive shows 
in the deepest pools ever to set sail. 

Or for another really cool experience, 
check out spectacular ice-skating shows 
on the only ice rinks at sea. 


Explore all the ways to make your next family vacation unforgettable with Royal Caribbean. 

Voted Travel + Leisure 2015 World's Best Large Ocean Line for Families 

Shrek, Kung Fu Panda, Madagascar and all related characters and properties ®20l5 DreamWorks Animation LLC. All Rights Reserved. Features vary by ship. ® 2015 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Ships’ registry: The Bahamas. All rights reserved. 15044555 • 6/1/2015 
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BEST CRUISE 


^ LINE OVERALL ^ 

S A Weekly % 

YEARS Readers’ Choice Awards ^ 

^ RUNNING 2003-2014 ^ 


RoyalCaribbean 



12 

^>YEARS 



BEST CRUISE LINE 
IN THE CARIBBEAN 

Travel Weekly 
Readers’ Choice Awards 




1-800-ROYAL-CARIBBEAN I www.RoyalCaribbean.com I Call Your Travel Agent 


©2015 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Ships’ Registry: The Bahamas. All rights reserved. 



TOIAD’S 

[AWARDS 


The big story this year is the resurgence of carriers from 

Down Under and the Middle East. Air New Zealand md 
up five spots from lost year, while Qantas makes its first dpf. 
since 2007. Gulf carriers hove been rapidly expanding- 

investing in new planes and flying to more destinations in 
the U.S.— which may be why Qatar jumped three spots. 


CAR^EJiTAl' 
k AGENCIES. 


DOMESTIC AIRPORTS 
Portland International 
Airport Oregon 79.16 
Tampa International Airport 
Florida 76.67 
Minneapolis-St. Paul 
International Airport 75.48 
Dallas Love Field 74.62 * 
Austin-Bergstrom 
International Airport Texas 
74.02 * 


I^ESTIC AIRLINES 
^ Virgin America 83.67 
' JetBlue Airways 79.56 H 
Hawaiian Airlines 77.84 s 
Southwest Airlines 75.23 h 
Alaska Airlines 74.22 


INTERNATIONAL AIRPORTS 
Singapore Changi 
Airport 89.55 
Hong Kong International 
Airport 85.07 

Amsterdam Airport Schiphol 
79.20 # 

Zurich Airport 
Switzerland 77.19 
Munich Airport Germany 
75.62* 


INTERNATIONAL AIRLINES 
Singapore Airlines 90.94 s 
Emirates 87.59 h 
Qatar Airways 85.00 
Cathay Pacific Airways 
84.90 s 

Air New Zealand 84.73 
Virgin Atlantic Airways 

84.30 s 

Thai Airways International 

83.93 H 

Korean Air 83.86 

All Nippon Airways (ANA) 

82.83 

Qantas Airways 82.72 


CAR-RENTAL AGENCIES 

National Car Rental 79.52 s 
Enterprise Rent-A-Car 77.77 h 
Alamo 77.15 
Avis Car Rental 75.84 s 
Hertz 74.64 s 


LEGEND EWorld’s Best Awards Debut 
H Hall of Fame (on the list for 10 years in a 
row) I s Super Hall of Fame (on the list 
for 20 years in a row) 


Domestic 


PROMOTION 



Exclusively for our partners, Travel + Leisure has assennbled a world-class 
travel advisory board. This distinguished group nneets throughout the 
year to share best practices, trends, and global insights on leisure and 
business travel so that we may all travel better. 


ATTENTION MARKETING PARTNERS: 

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE TRAVEL + LEISURE TRAVEL ADVISORY BOARD, CONTACT 

JAY MEYER, VP/PUBLISHER AT JAY.MEYER(a)TRAVELANDLEISURE.COM. 
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HALEKULANI 


an unforgettable stay 





TRAVEL+ 

LEISURE 

WORLD’S 

BEST 

AWARDS 

2015 


As a member of the Travel + Leisure Hall of Fame, Halekulani is known for its enviable 
beachfront location and extraordinary personalized service. 



exceptional 

Selected by Travel + Leisure readers 
as a top hotel in the World s Best 
Awards every year since the survey s 
inception, Halekulani is renowned 
for its legendary location and flawless 
hospitality With its understated 
elegance, idyllic Pacihc Ocean views, 
and unsurpassed standards of service, 
Halekulani is an unforgettable oasis in 
the heart of Waikiki. 

everlasting 

Nearly a century ago, this island 
retreat was an intimate collection 
of bungalows dotting the shoreline 


of Waikiki’s historic Gray’s Beach. 
Today, with its unobstructed views 
of Diamond Head and open-air 
design, Halekulani is one of the 
most celebrated and sought-after 
destinations in all of Hawaih. 

From the very beginning, the 
hotel has provided guests with 
an incomparable experience of 
sumptuous serenity. Continuously 
surpassing expectations, it’s no 
wonder that Halekulani is a member 
of the Travel + Leisure Hall of Fame, 
an honor given to winners who have 
been on the World’s Best list for at 
least a decade. 



memorahle 

What makes a stay at Halekulani 
truly unforgettable is the 
extraordinary service offered 
by the dedicated staff and its 
unwavering commitment to 
providing exceptional guest 
experiences. Guests of the hotel 
can partake in memorable activities 
with programs such as ‘‘For You, 
Everything,” which offers (when 
available) complimentary tickets 
to local museums, the symphony, 
or seasonal him festivals. Whether 
it’s the award-winning cuisine, 
the healing island traditions 
at SpaHalekulani, or the rare 
encounters that leave you 
transformed, Halekulani promises 
to live up to its name: “House 
Behtting Heaven.” 


to learn more, 
visit halekulani eom. ® 


2015 TIME INC. AFFLUENT MEDIA GROUP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


Some moments arc worth remembering 



.^.others arc unforgettable 


ik 

ffalehibni 

OniheBrnhal^mkiki 

#HalekulaniMonnent 


WWW.HALEKULANI.COM | 800.367.2343 | HALEKULANI PAST, PRESENT. FOREVER... 
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MEGA-SHIP OCEAN 

Disney Cruise Line 88.03 h 
Princess Cruises 84.79 h 
Celebrity Cruises 83.79 s 
Cunard 82.15 s 
Royal Caribbean 
International 79.51 


SMALL-SHIP OCEAN 
Seabourn 93.57 s 
Paul Gauguin Cruises 92.90 
Windstar Cruises 90.18 
Regent Seven Seas 
Cruises 88.95 h 
Silversea Cruises 88.28 h 


LARGE-SHIP OCEAN 

Crystal Cruises 89.98 s 
Regent Seven Seas Cruises 

89.28 H 

Azamara Club Cruises 88.78 
Oceania Cruises 87.23 h 
^ Cunard 84.79 s 
A.Q Princess Cruises 83.96 h 
Q Holland America Line 83.57 s 
Q Celebrity Cruises 80.16 s 
Q Royal Caribbean 
International 79.55 
JUl Norwegian Cruise Line 75.99 


RIVER 


Viking Cruises 93.92 
Uniworld Boutique River 
Cruise Collection 93.73 
Tauck River Cruising 92.69 
Grand Circle Cruise Line 90.26 
AmaWaterways 83.22 


FROM TOP: KARA O'KEEFE; MIKE BLAKE/REUTERS/OORBIS 




AirTahitiNuiS 


The most beautiful islands on Earth are only 8 hours 
from LAX on our award-winning daily non-stops. 


airtahitinui.com I 1.877.824.4846 


TOKYO 


«1 fu. 




No. 


1 


Overall 


HOTEL 


OBEROlUDAIVILAS, UDAIPUR, INDIA 


TOP 100 HOTELS 

1 Oberoi Udaivilas Udaipur, India 99.29 O 

2 Hotel Gastello di Casole— A Timbers Resort Casole d’ELsa, Italy 98.00 

3 Ashford Castle County Mayo, Ireland 97.33 
3 Triple Creek Ranch Darby, Montana 97.33 

5 Oberoi Rajvilas Jaipur, India 97.26 O 

6 Four Seasons Hotel Istanbul at Sultanahmet 96.57 

7 Singita Sabi Sand Kruger National Park Area, South Africa 96.47 

8 Farmhouse Inn Forestville, California 96.00 
8 The Peninsula Shanghai 96.00 

8 Sunset Key Guest Cottages, a Luxury Collection Resort 

Key West, Florida 96.00 

11 41 London 95.87 

12 Wickaninnish Inn Tofino, British Columbia 95.81 

13 Le Meurice Paris 95.71 

14 Inn at Palmetto Bluff, a Montage Resort Bluffton, South Carolina 95.64 

15 Four Seasons Hotel, Gresham Palace Budapest 95.61 

16 Oberoi Amarvilas Agra, India 95.60 O 

17 One&Only Palmilla, Los Cabos Resort San Jose del Cabo, 

Mexico 95.56 

18 Chanler at Cliff Walk Newport, Rhode Island 95.50 

19 Ocean House Watch Hill, Rhode Island 95.43 

20 Allison Inn & Spa Newberg, Oregon 95.25 

21 Rosewood Mayakoba Playa del Carmen, Mexico 95.20 

22 The Peninsula Bangkok 95.11 0 

23 Primland Meadows of Dan, Virginia 95.06 

24 Hotel Gritti Palace, a Luxury Collection Hotel Venice 94.82 

25 Saxon Hotel, Villas & Spa Johannesburg, South Africa 94.75 

26 Ritz-Carlton New York, Central Park 94.73 

27 Banyan Tree Mayakoba Playa del Carmen, Mexico 94.67 
27 Little Nell Aspen, Colorado 94.67 

29 Le Bristol Paris 94.51 

30 Hotel Terra Jackson Hole Teton Village, Wyoming 94.50 
30 Inn at Little Washington Washington, Virginia 94.50 

32 The Cloister Sea Island, Georgia 94.49 

33 Hotel Alfonso XIII, a Luxury Collection Hotel Seville, Spain 94.35 

34 Cape Grace Cape Town 94.32 0 

35 The Peninsula Hong Kong 94.22 

35 Wentworth Mansion Charleston, South Carolina 94.22 

37 Cavallo Point Lodge Sausalito, California 94.15 

38 Egerton House Hotel London 94.13 O 

39 The Peninsula Tokyo 94.00 

40 Park Hyatt Paris-Vendome 93.93 

41 Four Seasons Resort Chiang Mai, Thailand 93.91 

42 Hotel Lungarno Florence 93.88 

43 Lodge at Sea Island Georgia 93.78 

44 Mandarin Oriental Hong Kong 93.75 

45 The Goring London 93.67 

46 Calistoga Ranch California 93.66 

47 Lake Placid Lodge New York 93.65 

48 Belmond Hotel Caruso Ravello, Italy 93.60 

48 Hotel Vier Jahreszeiten Kempinski Munich 93.60 
50 Four Seasons Resort Punta Mita, Mexico 93.54 
50 Inn Above Tide Sausalito, California 93.54 O 

52 Sebastian Vail— A Timbers Resort Colorado 93.47 

53 Four Seasons Hotel Prague 93.47 
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54 

55 
55 

57 

58 

59 

60 
61 

62 

62 

64 

65 

66 

67 

68 

69 

70 

71 

72 

73 

74 

75 

76 

77 

78 


Meadowood Napa Valley St. Helena, 
California 93.44 

The Hay-Adams Washington, D.C. 93.33 
St. Regis New York City 93.33 
Stein Eriksen Lodge Deer Valley 
Park City, Utah 93.28 
Belmond Miraflores Park 
Lima, Peru 93.25 
Singita Kruger National Park 
South Africa 93.18 

Four Seasons Hotel Buenos Aires 93.14 
Sofitel Legend Metropole 
Hanoi, Vietnam 93.09 
Four Seasons Hotel Amman, 

Jordan 93.07 

Palacio Duhau-Park Hyatt 
Buenos Aires 93.07 
Esperanza, an Auberge Resort 
Cabo San Lucas, Mexico 93.03 
Sonnenalp Hotel Vail, Colorado 92.94 
Milestone Hotel London 92.91 
Four Seasons Hotel Seattle 92.84 
Park Hyatt Saigon Ho Chi Minh City, 
Vietnam 92.71 

Belmond Hotel Cipriani Venice 92.71 
Four Seasons Hotel Istanbul 
at the Bosphorus 92.67 
The Peninsula Beijing 92.60 
Sagamore Resort Bolton Landing, 

New York 92.57 

Four Seasons Resort Bora-Bora, 

French Polynesia 92.55 

Four Seasons Hotel George V Paris 

92.48 

Post Ranch Inn Big Sur, 

California 92.47 

The Peninsula Beverly Hills, 

California 92.44 

French Quarter Inn Charleston, 

South Carolina 92.38 
St. Regis Florence 92.36 


79 LaPlaya Beach & Golf Resort Naples, Florida 92.33 

80 Grand Hotel Tremezzo Lake Como, Italy 92.30 O 

81 Sanctuary at Kiawah Island Golf Resort South Carolina 92.27 

82 Sandpearl Resort Clearwater Beach, Florida 92.25 

83 Four Seasons Resort Maui at Wailea Hawaii 92.25 

84 San Ysidro Ranch Santa Barbara, California 92.22 

85 Hotel Plaza Athenee Paris 92.20 

86 II San Pietro di Positano Italy 92.19 
86 The Oberoi New Delhi 92.19 

88 Four Seasons Hotel Chicago 92.14 

89 Four Seasons Resort Hualalai Hawaii, the Big Island 92.10 O 

90 Four Seasons Hotel Singapore 92.00 
90 Jade Mountain St. Lucia 92.00 

90 The Langham Chicago 92.00 

90 Mohonk Mountain House New Paltz, New York 92.00 O 
90 Resort at Pelican Hill Newport Coast, California 92.00 
90 Sandals Whitehouse European Village & Spa Jamaica 92.00 

96 Mandarin Oriental Bangkok 91.89 0 

97 Taj Mahal Palace Mumbai 91.83 

98 Montage Beverly Hills, California 91.82 

99 Grand Solmar Land’s End Resort & Spa Cabo San Lucas, 
Mexico 91.78© 

100 Camden Harbour Inn Camden, Maine 91.73 
100 Michelangelo Hotel New York City 91.73 


TOP HOTEL BRANDS 

1 Oberoi Hotels & Resorts 97.50 

2 Aman 94.00 

3 The Peninsula Hotels 93.23 

4 Rosewood Hotels & Resorts 93.15 O 

5 Four Seasons Hotels & Resorts 92.43 

6 St. Regis 92.36 

7 Auberge Resorts Collection 92.14 

8 Belmond 91.16 

9 Mandarin Oriental Hotel Group 91.14 
10 The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company 90.15 0 


LEGEND 5 World’s Best Awards Debut I O Hall of Fame 
(on the list for 10 years in a row) 1 0 Super Hall of Fame 
(on the list for 20 years in a row) 


> TOP 100 HOTELS 

> TOP 10 
HOTEL BRANOS 


It's o big year for Oberoi: not only is Udoivilos the No. 1 hotel but the company 
also won the Hotel Brand category— a World's Best first. But despite India's jt . 

dominance, all signs point to the United States, which came in strong with 43 y I 

(up from 31 in 2014). We're curious if the stay-close-to-home trend winners will ; 

continue, now that the euro and other currencies offer such incredible value. ' 
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FUN IN THE SUN AMEmC^NA 


Thanks to Fiesta Americana Resort Collection, 
the very best of Mexico can serve as the 
backdrop to your family’s next holiday. Find 
properties in exciting, scenic spots: Live Aqua 
Cancun All Inclusive, Grand Fiesta Americana 
Coral Beach Cancun, Fiesta Americana 
Condesa Cancun All Inclusive, Fiesta 
Americana PuertoVallarta All Inclusive and 
Spa, Grand Fiesta Americana Los Cabos Golf 
& Spa Resort, and Grand Fiesta Americana 
Puerto Vallarta Adults Only All inclusive. At 
each, enjoy sandy beaches, turquoise waters, 
chic shopping, and historic sites, along with on- 
site perks like plush accommodations, gourmet 
cuisine, and family-friendly activities. 


Planning your family’s 
next getaway? The Fiesta 
Americana Resort Collection 
offers sun, fun, and plenty 
of quality time in some of 
Mexico’s best destinations. 


Mexico, Your Way 

There’s never a bad time for a family 
vacation. Whether your kids are young, 
about to leave home, or even parents 
themselves, taking a trip together can 
be a wonderful way to re-connect, share 
experiences, and make long-lasting 
memories— all while enjoying some 
well-deserved downtime, too. 


The Family Difference 

Fiesta Americana Resort Gollection resorts 
are known for being among the top family- 
friendly options in Mexico, and the brand 
works tirelessly to keep it that way. The 
well-trained, incredibly warm staff do 
everything that they can to keep families 
happy with their vacation experiences— a 
dedication to guests that has enabled the 
Gollection to stand out from the crowd. 


\ 



With all the research, planning, 
traveling, and expense involved, there 
are a lot of expectah'ons riding on a 
family vacation— something Fiesta 
Americana understands, as well. 
Accordingly, these family-friendly 
resorts have been specifically designed 
to offer the best vacation for your 
dollar, and to appeal to family members 
of all ages. From water sports and 
arts and crafts to the specially- 
designed Fiesta Kids and Fiesta Teens 
entertainment and activity programs, 
the resort ensures that both you and 
your kids (or grandkids) are always 
entertained, and that families are 
brought closer together. No chance 
of boredom here— instead of ‘Are we 
there yet?”, you’ll only hear “Do we 
have to leave?” 

Make Your Memories 

With its combination of key locations, 
value for money, on-site perks, and 
attentive service, the Fiesta Americana 
Gollech'on is an easy choice for your 
next group getaway. So skip the 
typical road trip or same old hotel 
hangouts and treat your loved ones 
to somewhere fresh and exciting— 
a place rich in culture, and in the 
heart of paradise. 


PLAN YOUR FIESTA AMERICANA RESORT COLLECTION VACATION AT FIESTAMERICANARESORTS.COM. 


© 201 5 TIME INC. AFFLUENT MEDIA GROUP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 


FIESTA AMERICANA RESORT CO/ LECTION PRESENTS 


TH E SPI RIT MEXICO 


ACAPULCO • CANCUN - COZUMEL * CHETUMAL • LOS CABOS • PUERTO VALLARTA 





Live Aqua Car^cOn AIL Inclusive 



Coral Beach Cancun Resort & Spa 






testa Americana Condesa 
CancLin All Inclusive 




Fiesta Americana 
Puerto Vallarta All Inclusive 




At Fiesta Americana Resort Collection, you'll discover the Spirit of Mexico as it surrounds you. It s an experience like no other that 
brings to life everything that is unique and exhilarating about Mexico = our rich culture, traditional and modern cuisine, serene soul 
nurturing waters at the best beaches in the world, warm, world-class hospitality, unrivaled accommodations and amenties. 


FEEL THE SPIRIT OF MEXICO, DISCOVER FIESTA AMERICANA RESORT COLLECTiON, 
fiesta mericana resorts com • 1 800 FIESTA1 


^A. 

HOTELS 


Fiesta^ 


Grand 

Fiesta Arn«rka«ia . 
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. Fiesta 
Americana. 
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CONTINENTAL U.S. 


WORLD’S BEST 
AWARDS 2015 


1 Sunset Key Guest Cottages, a Luxury Collection 
Resort Key West, Florida 96.00 

2 Inn at Palmetto Bluff, a Montage Resort Bluffton, 

South Carolina 95.64 

3 Ocean House Watch Hill, Rhode Island 95.43 

4 Allison Inn & Spa Newberg, Oregon 95.25 

5 Primland Meadows of Dan, Virginia 95.06 

6 Little Nell Aspen, Colorado 94.67 O 

7 Hotel Terra Jackson Hole Teton Village, Wyoming 94.50 

8 The Cloister Sea Island, Georgia 94.49 

9 Cavallo Point Lodge Sausalito, California 94.15 

10 Lodge at Sea Island Georgia 93.78 

11 Calistoga Ranch California 93.66 

12 Sebastian Vail— A Timbers Resort Colorado 93.47 

13 Meadowood Napa Valley St. Helena, California 93.44 

14 Stein Eriksen Lodge Deer Valley Park City, Utah 93.28 O 

15 Sonnenalp Hotel Vail, Colorado 92.94 

16 Sagamore Resort Bolton Landing, New York 92.57 

17 Post Ranch Inn Big Sur, California 92.47 O 

18 LaPlaya Beach & Golf Resort Naples, Florida 92.33 

19 Sanctuary at Kiawah Island Golf Resort South Carolina 92.27 

20 Sandpearl Resort Clearwater Beach, Florida 92.25 

21 San Ysidro Ranch Santa Barbara, California 92.22 

22 Mohonk Mountain House New Paltz, New York 92.00 O 
22 Resort at Pelican Hill Newport Coast, California 92.00 

24 St. Regis Bal Harbour Resort Florida 91.60 O 

25 Pier House Resort & Spa Key West, Florida 91.39 O 


RESORTS, INNS & 
SMALL LODGES 

Continental U.S. 


\r^is - 

1 Triple Creek Ranch Darby, 

Montana 97.33 

2 Farmhouse Inn Forestville, California 
96.00 

3 Chanler at Cliff Walk Newport, 

Rhode Island 95.50 

4 Inn at Little Washington Washington, 
Virginia 94.50 

5 Lake Placid Lodge New York 93.65 


LEGEND O World's Best Awards Debut I © Hall of Fame 
(on the list for 10 years in a row) 1 0 Super Hall of Fame 
(on the list for 20 years in a row) 




T^WAKEN 


YOUR SENSE OF WONDER 



Follow in the footsteps of famed explorers on your own awe-inspiring voyage of discovery to the earth's 
polar regions. As one of a small number of guests aboard PONANT's ultra-modern, Cleon-certified® 
ships, you'll witness the majesty of the Arctic, Antarctica, Greenland, and the Kuril Islands os few people 
con. Join knowledgeable experts, naturalists, and noted luminaries for a rare glimpse of the regions' 
breathtaking vistas, wildlife, and geological history— all in the 5-Star comfort, safety, and French-inspired 
elegance for which PONANT is known. 


Contact your 
travel advisor or call 

888 400 1 082 


Savor the experience at www.ponant.com 



CULTURAL CRUISES & EXPEDITIONS 






THE WENTWORTH MANSION INSIDE AND OUT, 
AND OTHER CHARMS OF CHARLESTON; 

THE CITY IS HOME TO AN IMPRESS 
OUTOFTHETOPIOS 


SMALL CITY HOTELS 

(FewerThan 100 Rooms) 

1 Wentworth Mansion Charleston, 
South Carolina 94.22 

2 French Quarter Inn Charleston, 

South Carolina 92.38 

3 Planters Inn Charleston, 

South Carolina 91.23 

4 The Vendue Charleston, 

South Carolina 90.88 O 

5 21c Museum Hotel Louisville, 
Kentucky 90.22 

6 Market Pavilion Hotel Charleston, 
South Carolina 90.12 

7 Rosewood Inn of the Anasazi 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 89.68 

8 The Jefferson Washington, D.C. 88.89 

9 Bohemian Hotel Savannah 
Riverfront Georgia 85.71 Q 

10 Ritz-Carlton Georgetown 
Washington, D.C. 85.11 


CONTINENTAL U.S. 

LARGE CITY HOTELS (100 Rooms or More) 

1 Ritz-Carlton New York, 

Central Park 94.73 O 

2 The Hay-Adams Washington, D.C. 93.33 
2 St. Regis New York City 93.33 

4 Four Seasons Hotel Seattle 92.84 

5 The Peninsula Beverly Flills, 

California 92.44 Q 

6 Four Seasons Hotel Chicago 92.14 

7 The Langham Chicago 92.00 

8 Montage Beverly Flills, California 91.82 

9 Michelangelo Hotel 
New York City 91.73 

10 The Peninsula New York City 91.60 

11 Waldorf Astoria Chicago 91.54 

12 Mandarin Oriental New York City 91.53 

13 The Peninsula Chicago 91.43 O 

14 The Langham Boston 91.24 

15 Four Seasons Hotel Las Vegas 91.04 

16 St. Regis San Francisco 90.90 

17 Fairmont Olympic Hotel Seattle 90.84 

18 Hotel 1000 Seattle 90.75 

19 Grand Bohemian Hotel Asheville, 

North Carolina 90.53 

20 Four Seasons Hotel Denver 90.46 

21 21c Museum Hotel Cincinnati 90.40 O 

22 Lenox Hotel Boston 90.32 

23 Rittenhouse Hotel Philadelphia 90.29 

24 St. Julien Hotel & Spa Boulder, 

Colorado 90.110 

25 Loews Regency (formerly the 
Mandarin Oriental) San Francisco 90.09 


WORLD’S BEST 
AWARDS 2015 


> HOTELS 
Continental U.S. 


No. 



Continental U.S. I Small City 


HOTEL 


WENTWORTH MANSION, CHARLESTON, S.C. 


80 
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CLOCKWISE FROM BOTTOM: PAMELA TALBIRD; PETER FRANK EDWARDS/REDUX (2); SOUIRE FOX; PETER FRANK EDWARDS/REDUX 





WINE ENTHUSIAST RATINGS 


SCORE OUT OF 100 POINTS 


HANDMADE VODKA 


Eet«l One* 
HOLLAND 
Orey Gooaer 

FRANCE 


I BelTedere* 

'PTS POLAND 

Abeolat* 

SWEDEN 


My American Handmade Vodka beats the giant 
‘Imports” every day. That’s because we distill it 
six times, use old-fashioned pot stills we built 
ourselves, and taste test every batch to make 
sure you get only the best. Try American! 


i ITt ji S li wdistiSiry 




'America's first craft 
sippln’ vcKlka” 

Wall Street Journal 


Spirit Journal 


Unaniinous Double 
^ Gold Winner!” 

World Spirits Competition 


'Smoothp I mean 
really smootli!” 

CNN 


* TitosVodka.com * 

Handcrafted to be savored responsibly 
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WORLD’S BEST 
AWARDS 2015 



Paris is always a clear favorite in Europe's Large City Hotel 
category, and this year was no exception. With some of 

the world's best wine, food, and museums— including the new 
Fondotion Louis Vuitton—whot's not to love? And London has 

two debuts, one each in Knightsbridge and Mayfair— both posh 
neighborhoods that ore experiencing o new surge of energy. 


> HOTELS & RESORTS 
Europe 


EUROPE 

LARGE CITY HOTELS 

(100 Rooms or More) 

1 Le Meurice Paris 95.71 

2 Four Seasons Hotel, Gresham Palace 
Budapest 95.61 

3 Le Bristol Paris 94.51 

4 Hotel Alfonso XIII, a Luxury Collection 
Hotel Seville, Spain 94.35 

5 Park Hyatt Paris-Vendome 93.93 

6 Hotel Vier Jahreszeiten Kempinski 
Munich 93.60 

7 Four Seasons Hotel Prague 93.47 

8 Four Seasons Hotel Istanbul at the 
Bosphorus 92.67 

9 Four Seasons Hotel George V 

Paris 92.48 O 

10 Hotel Plaza Athenee Paris 92.20 

11 Four Seasons Hotel Ritz Lisbon 91.60 

12 Merrion Hotel Dublin 91.13 

13 Four Seasons Hotel London at Park 
Lane 90.72 

14 Chesterfield Mayfair London 90.67 O 
14 Hotel de Russia Rome 90.67 


SMALL CITY HOTELS 

(FewerThan 100 Rooms) 

1 Four Seasons Hotel Istanbul at Sultanahmet 96.57 

2 41 London 95.87 

3 Hotel Gritti Palace, a Luxury Collection Hotel Venice 94.82 

4 Egerton House Hotel London 94.13 O 

5 Hotel Lungarno Florence 93.88 

6 The Goring London 93.67 

7 Milestone Hotel London 92.91 

8 Belmond Hotel Cipriani Venice 92.71 

9 St. Regis Florence 92.36 
10 Hassler Roma Rome 91.23 

RESORTS & INNS 

1 Hotel Castello di Casole— A Timbers Resort Casole d’Elsa, Italy 98.00 

2 Ashford Castle County Mayo, Ireland 97.33 

3 Belmond Hotel Caruso Ravello, Italy 93.60 

4 Grand Hotel Tremezzo Lake Como, Italy 92.30 © 

5 II San Pietro di Positano Italy 92.19 
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OMA, 


LE CLUB^sbcOR 

HOTELS 


TRAVEL THROUGH THE SOFITEL COLLECTION 

Paris, los Angeles, Sydney, Bangkok... Discover all our magnifioue 

ADDRESSES AROUND THE WORLD ON WWW.SOFITEL.COM K Q 


ACCORHOTELS' FREE LOYALTY PROGRAM 





The Caribbean, Bermuda & the Bahamas 


RESORT 

JADE MOUNTAIN, ST. LUCIA 


WORLD’S BEST 
AWARDS 2015 

> HOTELS & RESORTS 
Hawaii 
Canada 

The Caribbean, 
Bermuda & 
the Bahamas 


THE CARIBBEAN, BERMUDA & THE BAHAMAS 


Four Seasons Resort Maui 
atWailea92.25(^ 

Four Seasons Resort Hualalai 
Hawaii, the Big lsLand-92. 10 h 
Halekulani Oahu 91.69 s 
Fairmont Kea Lfni Maui 90.95 h 
Koa Kea HoteA Resort Kauai 90.83 
Aulani, a Disney Resort & Spa 
Oahu 90.80#' 

Four Seasons Resort Lanai at 
anele Bay 88.30 s 
auna Kea Beach Hotel Hawaii, 
the Big Island 87.43 
9 Fairmont Orchid Hawaii, 
the Big Island 87.26 

10 Kauai Marriott Resort on 
Kalapaki Beach 86.78 

11 Grand Wailea, a Waldorf Astoria 
Resort Maui 86.52 S) 

12 Mauna Lani Bay Hotel & Bungalows 

Hawaii, the Big Island 85.74 s 

13 Westin Maui Resort & Spa 85.23 

14 Hapuna Beach Prince Hotel Hawaii, 
the Big Island 85.11 

15 Royal Hawaiian, a Luxury Collection 
Resort Oahu 84.97 

CANADA CITY HOTELS 

1 Ritz-Carlton Montreal 90.88 

2 AubergeSaint-Antoine 

Quebec City 90.60 

Fairmont Waterfront Vancouver 89.33 
Fairmont Pacific Rim Vancouver 89.19 
^ Wedgewood Hotel & Spa 

Vancouver 88.80 

Fairmont Le Chateau Frontenac 

Quebec City 88.05 

Fairmont Chateau Laurier 

Ottawa 88.00 

Ritz-Carlton Toronto 88.00 
9 Fairmont Empress Victoria, 

British Columbia 86.94 
'Four Seasons Hotel Toronto 86.91 

CANADA RESORTS 

Wickaninnish Inn Tofino, 

British Colur^ia 95.81 h 

Four Seasons Resort & Residences 

Whistler, British Columbia 91.52 

Fairmont Chateau Whistler 

British Columbia 89.68 

Fairmont Banff Springs Alberta 87.00 

Post Hotel & Spa Lake Louise, 

Alberta 85.65 
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Jade Mountain St. Lucia 92.00 

Sandals Whitehouse European Village & Spa Jamaica 92.00 

Reefs Resort & Club Bermuda 91.57 O 

Seven Stars Resort Turks and Caicos 91.46 

Ladera Resort St. Lucia 90.42 

One&Only Ocean Club Nassau, Bahamas 89.39 

St. Regis Bahia Beach Resort Rio Grande, Puerto Rico 89.27 

Grace Bay Club Turks and Caicos 89.05 

Jamaica Inn Coho Rios, Jamaica 88.69 

Ritz-Carlton Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands 88.27 

Ritz-Carlton Aruba 88.21 O 

Couples Sans Souci Coho Rios, Jamaica 88.00 

Couples Tower Isle Coho Rios, Jamaica 87.73 

Ritz-Carlton St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands 87.69 

Cancel Bay Resort St. John, U.S. Virgin Islands 86.63 

Beaches Turks & Caicos Resort Villages & Spa Turks and Caicos 86.48 

Scrub Island Resort, Spa & Marina British Virgin Islands 86.40 

Rosewood Little Dix Bay Virgin Gorda, British Virgin Islands 86.33 

Hotel El Convento San Juan, Puerto Rico 86.31 

St.4<itts Marriott Resort & The Royal Beach Casino 86.30 Q 

Couples Swept Away Westmoreland, Jamaica 86.13 

Excellence Punta Cana, Dominican Republic 85.33Q 

Sandals Royal Plantation Ocho Rios, Jamaica 85.09 

Dorado Beach, a Ritz-Carlton Reserve Puerto Rico 84.7lO 

W Retreat & Spa Vieques Island, Puerto Rico 84.57 


I 




FROM OUR READERS 


“IMAGINETHE 
^ MOST BEAUTIFUL 
PLAClLOTOEVEt^- 
SEENANDJHEN 
^myjAiiE- 
UNTAINWILL 
Te f THAT . I WISH 
4G0ULDRATE 
HIGHER THAN FIVE 
'■'BECAUSE THAT’S 
WHAT THIS 
PLACE DESERVES.” 


LEISURE 7- AUGUST 2015 



Work with someone who isn’t a CFP® pro? 
What do I look like, a lunatic? ” 






X f 






When it comes to your financial future, you can’t just leave it to anyone. 
But when you choose a Certified Financial Planner™ professional, you’ll know 
you’re in good hands. That’s because every CFP® pro is thoroughly vetted 
to uphold the highest standards of education, experience and ethics. 
It’s confidence and peace of mind you can’t get anywhere else. 


CFP 


CERTIFIED 

FINANCIAL 

PLANNER" 





Work with the highest standard. Find your CFP®pro at LETSMAKEAPLAN.ORG 
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INDIA 

LAND OF LUXURY 

Make yourself at home in a maharaja’s 
palace, or take a trip back in time to a 
golden age of train travel. In India, the 
accommodation choices are exciting and 
varied— and the luxury is legendary. 



Historic Havens Imagine waking up in a “floating” palace, or settling 
in for the night in a 240-year-old fortress. It’s possible in India, where 
heritage buildings and royal abodes roll out the red carpet for visitors. 
Rambagh Palace Jaipur, Taj Lake Palace Udaipur, and Taj Falaknuma 
Palace in Hyderabad— all part of the Taj Hotels Resorts and Palaces 
family— feature antiques and artwork from the current royal owners’ 
private collections. Though built more recently, award-winning 
Oberoi Hotels & Resorts like The Oberoi Rajvilas, Jaipur, and The 
Oberoi Udaivilas, Udaipur, evoke a bygone era with their detailed 
craftsmanship and refined service. You’ll also find plenty of history at 
The Imperial in New Delhi, a 1911 Victorian-meets-Art Deco legend 
with a Mughal-style spa and unbeatable afternoon tea. 

Modern Icons As tourism and business travel to India have boomed, 
so has its luxury hotel inventory. Today, visitors can settle into sleek, 
contemporary properties from many top international brands, as well 
as modern outposts from homegrown names like Taj, Oberoi, and 
The Leela. No matter the name, perks like gourmet cuisine, soulful 
hospitality, and five-star amenities— from 24-hour spas and trendy 
on-site nightlife to the latest technology— are helping to create 
unforgettable stays throughout the subcontinent. Another plus: In 
addition to classic destinations like Mumbai, New Delhi, and Bangalore, 
these hip hotels are opening in cities like Hyderabad, Chennai, and 
Kochi, making it easier to visit all of India in plugged-in style. 

Royal Rails Hearken back to a golden age of travel with a ride on 
one of India’s luxury trains, which offer an efficient, picturesque, 
and comfortable way to explore the country. Depending on the 
route and itinerary, chic choo-choos like The Palace on Wheels, 
Maharajas’ Express, and Deccan Odyssey will whisk you to the royal 
city of Rajasthan, the unforgettable Taj Mahal, the tiger reserves of 
Ranthambore, holy sites like Varanasi, and urban hot spots such as 
Mumbai. During the day, enjoy UNESCO World Heritage Sites, VIP 
experiences, and plenty of shopping before returning on board to 
chef-led dining, white-glove service, and posh cabins. At night, elegant 
lounge cars encourage conversation with your fellow explorers. 


3i^taiRa 

Incredible India 


Explore the 
luxury of India at 
incredibleindia.org/en. 
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and fotkwr the stqjs on the To know mote, visit: wwwincfediblemdia-org 
or contact Lidktnudsrn Tot^mto, TcL (416i)'%2-3787, E-mail: fnii:]@iridianxm5mcanada.c^ 
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WORLD’S BEST 
AWARDS 2015 


MEXICO 

HOTELS & RESORTS 

1 One&Only Palmilla, Los Cabos 
Resort San Jose del Cabo 95.56 h 

2 Rosewood Mayakoba 
PLaya del Carmen 95.20 

^3 Banyan Tree Mayakoba 
PLaya del Carmen 94.67 
Four Seasons Resort 
Punta Mita 93.54 h 
5^ Esperanza, an Auberge ' 

Resort Cabo San Luoas 93.03 
Grand Solmar Land’s End 
Resort & Spa Cabo San Luoas 91.7‘8 • 

7 Belmond Maroma Resort & Spa 
Riviera Maya 91.00 

8 St. Regis Punta Mita Resort 90.77 

9 Fairmont Mayakoba 

PLaya deL Carmen 90.12 

AO Westin Lagunamar Ocean 
Resort & Spa Canoun 88.92 

11 Excellence Playa Mujeres 

Canoun 88.14 

■ / 

12 JW Marriott Canoun Resort & 

Spa 87.83 

13 The Royal Canoun 87.79 

14 Grand Velas Riviera Maya 

PLaya deL Carmen 87.47 

15 Moon Palace Golf & Spa Resort 

Canoun 86.58 


H0TEL3& RESORTS 
Mexico 

Central & 
South America 


CENTRAL & SOUTH AMERICA 
CITY HOTELS 

1 Belmond Miraflores Park 

Lima, Peru 93.25 

2 'Four Seasons Hotel Buenos Aires 93.14 
3 ' Palacio Duhau-Park Hyatt 

Buenos Aires 93.07 

Alvear Palace Hotel 

Buenos Aires 91.70 h 
JW Marriott Lima, Peru 90.96 

Belmond Hotel Monasterio Cuzoo, 

Peru 90.67 h 

Belmond Copacabana Palace 

Rio de Janeiro 89.50 

Ritz-Carlton Santiago, ChiLe 86.78 h 

JW Marriott Hotel Quito, Eouador 85.33 

Park Hyatt Mendoza Hotel, Casino & 

Spa Argentina 83.77 


RESORTS 

1 Nayara Hotel, Spa & Gardens ArenaL 
VoLoano National Park, Costa Rica 89.22 

2 Four Seasons Resort Costa Rica 
at Peninsula Papagayo Guanacaste, 
Costa Rica 89.17 h 

3 Inkaterra Machu Picchu Pueblo Hotel 


Peru 86.67 


00 " 


Belmond Sanctuary Lodge 

Machu Picchu, Peru 82.93 

5 JW Marriott Resort & Spa Guanacaste, 
Costa Rica 80.76 






I TEACH A 
CLASS OF 
4 ’’'^ GRADERS 

Pftin 


IT’S NOT OK TO 
JUST GET BY 
WITH RA PAIN. 


Nobody chooses to have RA, but you do have 
control over how you live your life with it. 
If you feel like you’re just getting by, talk to 
your doctor. But keep in mind that patients 
and rheumatologists often think about RA 
in different ways. Rethinking how you have 
the conversation could make a difference in 
what your doctor recommends. 


Visit RethinkRA.com to order your free RethinKit today. 


Copyright © 2014 Pfizer Inc. 


All rights reserved. 


April 2014 


TRA563107-01 




CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: MALU ALVAREZ; COURTESY OF FOUR SEASONS RESORT BORA BORA (2) 


Presort 

FOUR SEASONS, BORA-BORA 


WORLD’S BEST 
AWARDS 2015 


> HOTELS & RESORTS 
Africa & the Middle East 

Australia, 
New Zealand & the 
South Pacific 



FROM OUR READERS 


“I CAN HONESTLY SAY THAT 
THE FOUR SEASONS RESORT 
BORA BORA IS THE BEST 
TROPICAL HOTEL I HAVE EVER 
BEEN TO. I HAD THE BEST 
MASSAGE OF MY LIFE 
WITH SARA AT THE SPA.’’ 


AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND & THE SOUTH PACIFIC 
CITY HOTELS 

1 Four Seasons Hotel Sydney 90.19 

2 The Langham Melbourne 89.56 

3 Park Hyatt Sydney 89.110 

4 InterContinental Sydney 87.20 

5 Sydney Harbour Marriott Hotel at Circular Quay 86.30 

RESORTS 

1 Four Seasons Resort Bora-Bora, French Polynesia 92.55 

2 InterContinental Bora Bora Resort & Thalasso Spa 

French Polynesia 89.65 

3 InterContinental Tahiti Resort & Spa French Polynesia 77.81 


AFRICA & THE MIDDLE EAST 


Saxon Hotel, Villas & Spa 

Johannesburg, South Africa 94.75 
Cape Grace Cape Town 94.32 O 
Four Seasons Hotel Amman, 
Jordan 93.07 

One&Only Cape Town 91.68 
Mena House Cairo 89.75 


6 King David Hotel Jerusalem 87.29 

7 Belmond Mount Nelson Hotel Cape 
Town 86.40 

8 David Citadel Hotel Jerusalem 84.24 

9 Victoria & Alfred Hotel Cape Town 
83.50 

10 Fairmont The Norfolk Hotel Nairobi, 
Kenya 82.55 


Singita Sabi Sand Kruger National Park 
Area, South Africa 96.47 0 
Singita Kruger National Park 
South Africa 93.18 
Ngorongoro Serena Safari Lodge 
Ngorongoro Crater, Tanzania 87.56 
Victoria Falls Hotel Zimbabwe 86.57 
Chobe Game Lodge Chobe National 
Park, Botswana 86.53 


THREE VIEWSOFTHE FOUR 
SEASONS RESORT BORA BORA. 



For the first time in World's Best history, a property 
in Kathmandu— Dwarika’s Hotel— appears on the Asia City Hotels list 
Luckily, it suffered only minor cosmetic damage in the 

devastating earthquake in April. /As for the resorts, 

Oberoi Udoivilos not oply held on to the No. 1 spot but also 

earned a near-perfect score (3.5^ points higher than last year). 


WORLD’S BEST 
AWARDS 2015 

HOTELS & RESORTS 






^ ASIA 

^ CITY HOTELS Ml 

1 The Peninsula Shanghai 96.00 
The Peninsula Bangkok 95.11 H 
The Peninsula Hong Kong 94.22 s 
The Peninsula Tokyo 94.00 

" Mandarin Oriental Hong Kong 93.75 
Sofitel Legend MetropoleJ^oi, 
Vietnam 93.09 y 

7 Park Hyatt Saigon Ho Chi Minh City, 
Vietnam 92.71 

8 The Peninsula Beijing 92^0 

9 The Oberoi New Delhi 92.19 j 

. Four Season^Hotel-Singapore 92.00 

^_^^Jj||afj,darin Oriental Bangkok 91.89 s 
Mahal Palace Mumbai 91.83 
Shangri-La Hotel Bangkok 91.10 
! 44 JW Marriott Hotel Bangkok 89.75 
Belmond La Residence d’Angkor 
Siem Reap, Cambodia 89.18 
Grand Hyatt Hong Kong 88.94 
Mandarin Oriental Singapore 88.94 
Regent Beijing 88.44 
Westin Bund Center Shanghai 88.17 

-jO Kowloon Shangri-La Hong Kong 88.15 
1 21 Dwarika’s Hotel Kathmandu, 

/ Nepal 87.73# 

Hyatt Regency Kyoto 87.60 # 

23 Pudong Shangri-La, East Shanghai 
87.40 

24 Raffles Hotel Le Royal Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia 87.30 

25 Park Hyatt Tokyo 86.96 

RESORTS 

1 Oberoi Udaivilas Udaipur, India 9.9^C 

2 Oberoi Rajvilas Jaipur, India 97.26 H 

3 Oberoi Amarvilas Agra, India 95.60 H 

4 Four Seasons Resort Chiang Mai, 
Thailand 93.91 H 

5 Raffles Grand Hotel d’Angkor 

Siem Reap, Cambodia 90.32 


LEGEND#World’sBestAwardsDebutl H Hall of 
Fame (on the list for 10 years in a row) I S ^uperHall 
of Fame (on the list for 20 years in a row) 
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THE PENINSULA SHANGHAI 
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MORE TRAN COUNTRY MUSIC 

IT’S 


TEXAS LIVE MUSIC 

EXPLORE IT AND OTHER THRILLS 

TRAVELTEX.COM/MUSIC 
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© TEXAS LEGENDS 


WHO OTH R COUNTRY 


TRAVELTEX.COM > TH NGS TO DO > MUS C 


BOOT-SCOOT N 


UltA (L 


I WANNA ROCK 


FAMOUS VENUES 


MUSIC FESTIVALS 




MUSIC MUSEUMS 


LOCAL DISCOVERIES 


URBAN BEATS 


MUSIC FOR AttAGES 


goi:lassica 


TEXAS Hyfe TtlE^LUE^ 


MUSICAL THEATER 
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WELCOME TO THE 
WORLD OF BELMOND 

WE INVITE YOU TO DISCOVER OUR 
COLLECTION OF EXCEPTIONAL 
TRAVEL EXPERIENCES IN THE WORLD^S 
MOST REMARKABLE LOCATIONS. 
INDIVIDUAL, INSPIRED, AND 
IMAGINATIVE, THE WORLD OF BELMOND 
IS A WORLD LIKE NO OTHER. 


NORTH AMERICA 

California, BAliTiond El Eneanto 
Maryland, Inn at Parr^ Cabin by Balmofid 

New York. '21' 

South Carol ir'd, Dal mond Ctiarlaston Placa 
Caribbean, Belmond La Samanna 
Mexico, Balmond Maroma Ratort A Spa 
Mexico. Balmond Caia da Slarra Navada 

SOUTH AMERICA 

Brazil, Belmond Hotel da* Catarata* 

Bra^i , Dolmond Copacabana Palace 
Peru, Belmond Hotel Monastarlo 
Peru. Belmond Pataelo Nazerenai 
Peru. Belmond Mlrefloraa Park 
Peru, Belmond NIram Bingliaift tr^iin 
Peru, Belmond Sanctuary Lodge 
Peru, Belmond Hotel Rio Sagrado 

EUROPE 

Europe. Venice SImplon-Orlent-Exprets trdin 
France. Belmond Afloat In France river cruises 
Ireland, BatmOnd Grand Hibernian train C2015) 
Italy, Belmond Hotel Caruvo 
itaiy, Belmond Villa San Michele 
Italy, Belmond Hotel Splendido 
Italy. Belmond Splendido Mere 
Italy. Belmond Grand Hotel Timeo 
Italy. Belmond Villa Sant'Andrea 
Italy. Belmond Hotel Cipriani 
Portugal. Belmond Reld't Palace 
Russia, Belmond Grand Hotel Europe 
Spain, Belmond La Raaldencia 
UK, Belmond Northern Belle train 
UK, Belmond Royal Scotsman train 
UK. Belmond Brltlsli Pullman train 
UK. Belmond Cadogan (2016) 

UK. Belmond Le Manoir eux Qu at 'Sal sons 

AFRICA 

Botswana, Belmond Savute Elephant Lodge 
Botswana, Belmond Khwal River Lodge 
Botswana. Belmond Eagle Island Lodge 
South Africa, Belmond Mount Nelson Hotel 

ASIA 

Cambodia, Belmond La Residence d'Anghor 
Indonesia, Belmond Jlmbaran Furl 
Laos, Belmond La Residence Phou Vao 
Myanmar. Belmond Orcaella river cruises 
Myanmar. Belmond Road to Mandalay 
Myanmar. Belnsond Governor's Residence 
Thailand, Belmond Napasal 
Southeast Asia, Eastern A Oriental Express train 
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A questionnaire developed by 
the editors of Travel + Leisure, 
in association with WyLei, 
was made available to 
Travel + Leisure readers at 
tlworldsbest.com from 
November 3, 2014, to March 2, 
2015. Readers were invited 
to participate through 
Travel + Leisure magazine 
(December, January, February, 
and March issues), T+L 
tablet editions, newsletters, 
social media, and online at 
travelandleisure.com. To 
protect the integrity of the 
data, after March 2, 2015, 
respondents were screened 
by Travel + Leisure and 
responses from any identified 
travel-industry professionals 
who completed the survey 
were eliminated from the 
final tally. The survey website, 
tlworldsbest.com, was main- 
tained, monitored, and kept 
secure by Wylei, which collected 
and tabulated the responses 
and kept them confidential. 

The scores are indexed 
averages of responses concern- 
ing applicable characteristics. 
Respondents were asked to 
rate airlines on four charac- 
teristics: hotels, hotel brands, 
islands, airports, car-rental 
agencies, and destination spas 
on five characteristics: and 
cities, cruise ships, tour opera- 
tors, and safari outfitters on six 
characteristics (see below). In 
most categories, respondents 
could also rate additional 
optional characteristics: these 
ratings were not included in the 
final score. For each characteris- 
tic, respondents were asked 
to rate a candidate on a 
five-point scale of excellent, 
above average, average, below 
average, and poor. Required 
component ratings were 
then averaged, creating an 
overall score. 

For the cruise category, 
respondents were asked to rate 
individual ships, and scores were 
rolled up into four categories 
and organized by type of cruise 
and ship size. There is one 
category for river cruises (any 
capacity), and three categories 
for ocean cruises: mega-ship 
cruise lines (capacity of 2,200 
passengers or more), large-ship 
cruise lines (capacity between 
600 and 2,199 passengers) and 
small-ship cruise lines (capacity 


of fewer than 600 passengers). 
Some cruise lines may appear 
in multiple categories depending 
on the fleet of ships they own. 

A minimum number of re- 
sponses was necessary 
for a candidate to be eligible 
for inclusion in the World's 
Best Awards listings. Some 
companies were eligible to be 
rated in multiple categories, 
including cruise lines, tour 
operators, and safari outfitters. 

In all cases, companies 
and properties have different 
scores for each category. 

THESE WERE THE CATEGORIES 
AND CHARACTERISTICS: 

> Airlines Cabin comfort, in-flight 
service, customer service, 
value. Optional: for food, for 
loyalty programs. 

> Airports Location/access, 
check-in/security, restaurants/ 
bars, shopping, design. Optional: 
for business, for families. 

> Car-rental agencies Vehicle selec- 
tion, vehicle availability, car- 
rental location, service, value. 

> Cities Sights/landmarks, 
culture/arts, restaurants/food, 
people/friendliness, shopping, 
value. Optional: for romance, 
for bars. 

>Cruise ships Cabins/facilities, 
restaurants/food, service, itiner- 
aries/destinations, excursions/ 
activities, value. Optional: 
for families, bars/nightlife. 

> Destination spas Accommoda- 
tions/facilities, treatments, 
service, food, value. Optional: 
for romance. 

> Hotel brands Locations, rooms/ 
facilities, restaurants/bars, 
service, value. Optional: 

for business, for families, for 
romance, bars/nightlife, design. 

> Hotels Rooms/facilities, loca- 
tion, service, restaurants/food, 
value. Optional: for business, for 
families, for romance, bars/ 
nightlife, design. 

> Islands Natural attractions/ 
beaches, activities/sights, 
restaurants/food, people/friend- 
liness, value. Optional: 

for romance. 

> Tour operators and safari outfitters 

Staff/guides, itineraries/ 
destinations, activities, 
accommodations, food, value. 
Optional: for families, 
conservation/philanthropy. 




THERE ARE THOSE WHO TRAVEL BUT NEVER 


REALLY ARRIVE. THOSE WHO VISIT A PLACE 


BUT NEVER KNOW THE PEOPLE. TRAVEL IS 


SO MUCH MORE WHEN YOU GET CLOSER 


TO LIFE AND HOW IT IS BEST LIVED HERE, 
VER HERE MAY BE. IT’S TIME FOR 

something different, travel THAT IS 
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TRY TRAVEL + LEISURE 
ELITE TRAVELER 
TODAY AND GET YOUR 

FIRST MONTH FREE. 

LIVE THE ADVENTURE WITH TRAVEL + LEISURE ELITE TRAVELER 
AND ENJOY EXCLUSIVE MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS. 

> ACCESS TO A FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY 

> EXPERT RECOMMENDATIONS AND TRAVEL TIPS 

> SAVINGS WHEN YOU SHOP WITH OUR 
EXCLUSIVE PARTNERS 

> 24/7 CONCIERGE SERVICE TO ASSIST 
YOU WITH ANY AND EVERYTHING 


Visit tlelitetraueler.com/specialoffer 

to take adoaritage of thiis 
exclusme membership offer. 
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This offer is for new members only. First month free. Subsequent months billed at rate In effect. 
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/beyond /road trip 







The pyramids 
of Tucume. 


WHEN WELL-TO-DO LIMENOS escape the city, they don’t head inland, to the Sacred Valley. 
Rather, they go up the coast between the cities of Trujillo and Mancora, where a languid 
day might include kitesurfing, yoga, and cocktails by the sea, as well as taking in the 
region’s ancient adobe cities and pyramid complexes. To experience this contrast of old 
and new, I set off in a beat-up Toyota Yaris on the Pan-American Highway, going 373 
miles from the beach town of Mancora to the colonial city of Trujillo. 


CATACAOS 

Day 2, late morning I 

Chicha break 

Peruvians from all over 
visit this town to Load 
up on silver jewelry and 
ceramic figurines. It’s also 
known for its chicherfas, 
which sell beer made of 
fermented maize. I Looked 
for ones flying a white flag, 
which means chicha is 
available— but I could only 
stomach a few sips of 
the yeasty drink. 


SlT^ 


Cdfecao^. 


TUCUME 

Day 3, early afternoon I 
Pyramid scheme 

The best way to appreciate 
this 543-acre site— built by 
the Sican people in the 
11th century— is from above, 
which is why I climbed up 
EL Purgatorio hill. From 
that rocky vantage point, 

I could see all 26 adobe 
structures, many of which 
are badly deteriorated. 

(Thor Heyerdahl, of Kon-Tiki 
fame, was the first to 
work on the site, in 1988.) 


Mancora’s 
Pocitas Beach. 


EL NURO 
Day 2, dawn I 
Gone fishing 

The owner of La Sirena 
d’Juan (316Avdo. Piuro; 
entrees $11-$14), a res- 
taurant in Mancora, offered 
to show me where he 
gets his tuna. EL Nuro, 23 
minutes away, is a speck of 
a village. Standing on the 
pier watching sea turtles 
waiting to catch scraps 
from fishermen, I found it 
hard to believe that a Luxe 
resort from eco-hotelier 
Inkaterra was in the works 
in nearby Cabo Blanco. 




■i.i 


mAncora 

Day 1, evening I 
A walk on the beach 

After a happy-hour passion- 
fruit pisco sour at the sleek, 
beachfront Hotel DCO 
(hoteLdco.com), I Left the 
young, wealthy Limehos 
behind and strolled 
along Pocitas Beach. My 
destination was the new 
KiChic (kichic.com; doubles 
from $250), a nine-room, 
wellness-themed property 
that is as far from civiliza- 
tion as you can get. 


•£Jl 
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FERRENAFE 
Day 3, late lunch I 
Feeding frenzy 

I couldn’t decide among 
the no-frills picontenos, so 
it was a two-lunch kind 
of day. At Angelyna Martha 
(Avda. Peru; entrees 
$10-$15), I dodged a crazy 
rooster in the courtyard 
before ordering the couso 
ferrenofona, a whole fish 
on a bed of potatoes in 
a spicy sauce. Then it was 
dehydrated beef, onions, 
and a side of canary beans 
cooked in pork fat at 
Rosita Inga (625 Avda. 

Tacna; entrees $8-$13). 



'Tijcvmt 





CHICLAYO 
Day 4, morning I 
Sweets stop 

Chiclayo is the gateway to 
the ancient sites of Tucume, 
Sican, and Sipan, but I 
kept noticing something 
more modern: King Kong. 
The name was plastered on 
dozens of storefronts, ad- 
vertising an oversize cookie 
sandwich with layers of 
pineapple jam, peanut 
butter, and monjar bianco, 
the Peruvian duice de 
Leche. At the candy shop San 
Roque (sonroque.com.pe), 

I opted instead for coconut 
balls and marzipan-like mono. 


Fishermen in 
Huanchaco. 





HUANCHACO BEACH 
Day 5, early morning I 
Gone fishing— again 

At the 123-year-old 
wooden pier I bought a 
fishing spool— a flat piece 
of wood with a line, hook, 
and tiny weight— but got 
no bites. On the water, 
fishermen straddled their 
coboLiitos de totoro. A pre- 
cursor to surfboards, these 
handwoven reed rafts 
have been used for around 
3,000 years. 


TRUJILLO 

Day 5, late afternoon I 
Colonial tour 

I checked in to the elegant 
Libertador Trujillo (Liberto 
dor.com.pe; doubles from 
$115), the recent recipi- 
ent of a major renovation, 
then went wandering. With 
its spectacular Spanish 
mansions, Trujillo looks 
frozen in 1534, its founding 
year. At the sky-blue Casa 
Urquiaga (446 Jiron Fran- 
cisco Pizorro), a museum 
of sorts, I admired Moche 
ceramics— a testament to 
how much history has un- 
folded along the coast. O 


El Brujo archaeo- 
logical complex. 


EL BRUJO 
Day 4, afternoon I 
Canine encounter 

Every ancient site on the 
coast should have a sign 
that reads beware the 

PERUVIAN HAIRLESS DOG. 

More than a millennium 
ago, the Moche civiliza- 
tion used these ugly-cute 
animals— black, leathery 
skin, crooked teeth, 
and a whiplike tail— to 
guard tombs. One stood 
sentry at this vast com- 
plex, where in 2006 
a tattooed mummy named 
the Lady of Cao was 
found in a burial chamber. 


TRAVEL + LEISURE / AUGUST 2015 



/ beyond /the moment 



CAP D'ANTIBES I cote d’azur, France 

In the Late afternoon, when the air is caLm and the sun is beginning to set, you might see Locals hopping a cement waLL 
to reach the narrow, hidden beach just below Boulevard MarechaL Juin, a winding road that snakes its way down 
the craggy coast of Cap d'Antibes, where the viLLas face the sea. This is the Land of the Hotel du Cap-Eden-Roc, of gleaming 
white yachts bobbing gently in the harbor, of vacationers who Lounge under striped umbrellas while sipping 
BeLLinis served by attentive waiters. But on that pebbly, unnamed spit of sand exists an altogether different type of 
glamour— the kind that takes some knowing to find, far from the air-kissing crowds. Here, a couple 
Lingers in the Last hours of the day, undisturbed, their bodies intertwined in the summer heat. — lindsey olander 
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O FOR MORE REASONS TO VISIT PROVENCE THIS SUMMER, 
VISIT TANDL.ME/PROVENCESUMMER. 




Find your new favorite spot for romance at Fairmont 
Grand Del Mar, San Diego’s top-rated luxury resort 
and now a Fairmont property. Experience relaxing 
treatments at the award-winning spa, Tom Fazio 
championship golf, exquisite dining, unrivaled 
service and an array of coastal activities. 

For reservations, please call 1 888 556 7513 
or visit fairmont.com/san-diego 
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GRAND DEL MAR 



Britain in a Bottle 

An unlikely wine culture has emerged in the south of England, 
where a new class of vintners is giving French bubbly a run for 
its money, by natasha stokes photographs by tara darby 


IN ENGLAND, ARTISANAL FOOD and drink have 
become almost commonplace. From rare-breed 
meats to regional cheese and cider, visitors have 
had access to the fruits of high quality, local pro- 
duction for years. But they probably couldn’t 
define the country’s terroir. Now that’s changing. 



Vines from Ridgeview 
Wine Estate, in 
Sussex. LEFT: 
Sissinghurst Castle 
Garden Farmhouse, a 
bed-and-breakfast 
near Kent's Chapel 
Down Winery. 


as English sparkling wines begin to catch the eye 
of wine critics and enthusiasts around the globe. 

England’s first modern vineyards were 
established in the 1950s. Battling the damp, cloudy 
climate, winemakers struggled to produce any- 
thing that measured up to vintages from sunnier 
southern Europe. Then, in the 1980s and 90s, 
a group of enterprising wineries discovered that 
the low sugar and high acidity of grapes grown 
in England’s cool weather were ideal for sparkling 
wine. This, coupled with a few warm summers 
and a small but significant one-degree hike in 
average temperatures over the past few decades, 
has led to a wine-making boom, with sparkling 
wine comprising two -thirds of total production 
last year. Eans of the country’s fizz include the 
Queen, and English varietals have even recently 
beat out classic Erench champagnes for several 
international awards. Some oenophiles believe 
that English bubbly is better than champagne 
(and it can be just as expensive) — 
all the more reason to check out some of the fin- 
est producers in three southern counties. » 
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OLYMPUS* 




Stop shooting with yesterday’s camera. 

Introducing the new OM-D E-M5 Mark II. Get pro-quality, blur-free images 
and video from a small and powerful system. It outperforms camera systems 
nearly twice its size. Get all the details at getolympus.com/em5markii. 

GET POWER. GET PORTABLE. GET OLYMPUS. 
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RAFFLES 


HOTELS & RE SORTS 


THE RAFFLES EXPERIENCE 


Fpf 128 yearsi J?affles has perfected the art 
of glamour and exti^aord inary adventure. 

In sought-after locations around the world, 
these unparalleled havens offer the warmest 
welqomes and true “emotional luxury”— a place 
where you can be yourself, where you make 
all the d^isions,‘and where unexpected and 
persortalized experiences await. 




Raffles Praslin, Seychelles 


Advertisement 





Raffles hotels are famous for their 
graceful and elegant ambience and 
truly unique surroundings. With distinct 
characteristics, each hotel has its own 
intriguing history and signature sense 
of place. But above all, each property 
provides an experience that speaks to 
your own sensibility. 

On the island of Praslin in the heart 
of the Seychelles, Raffles Seychelles is 
surrounded by a stunning landscape that 
boasts breathtaking beaches, irresistible 
strolls, adventurous diving, and scenic 


sailboat outings. Discover countless 
opportunities for relaxation or adventure, 
and for spontaneity or organized 
discovery. Nestled in this natural world. 
Raffles offers the best of modern living- 
connectivity, contemporary architecture, 
and service that makes life effortless. It’s 
a place for active relaxation, leaving you 
feeling both rested and inspired. 

A definitive Parisian escape awaits 
at Le Royal Monceau, Raffles Paris. 
Unforgettable French experiences 
abound as opportunities include your 


own private one-hour jazz concert in the 
Ray Charles Suite, a helicopter flight to 
the legendary Loire Valley, or a cycling 
tour of Paris that allows for a chance to 
get up close and personal to the famed 
City of Lights. 

Of course, your experience is not 
complete without the legendary 
Raffles Butlers. Whether in Singapore, 
Istanbul, Cambodia, or Jakarta, Raffles 
Butlers are known for their graceful 
service, making every stay both seamless 
and memorable. 


TO BOOK YOUR TRIP TO EMOTIONAL LUXURY, AND TO FIND MORE RAFFLES HOTELS & RESORTS 
AROUND THE GLOBE, GO TO RAFFLES.COM, OR CALL 1.800.768.9009. 


© 2015 TIME INC. AFFLUENT MEDIA GROUP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 



RAFFLES 

HOTELS If RESORTS 
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TRUE LUXURY IS NOT JUST 
ABOUT WHAT YOU DO, 
IT'S ABOUT HOW YOU FEEL 





SINGAPORE RARIS ISTANBUL DUBAI AAAKKAH HAINAN BEyiNG PRASUN, SEYCHELLES PHNOM PENH & SIEM REAP, CAMBODIA 

AAAKATI JAKARTA 

raFfles.com Reservations [US and Canada! + 1 800 768 9009 [ International) +800 1 RAFFi.ES or + 800 1 7233537 
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Kent 

Hops gardens and cider orchards define this 
bucolic region, which is also home to some of 
the country’s best wineries. Near the old- 
fashioned town of Tenterden, England’s biggest 
producer, Chapel Down (chapeldown.com) ^ 
offers 22-person vineyard tours (often sold out 
on weekends, so book in advance or, better still, 
go midweek). Afterward, there’s a 40 -minute 
tasting of six or seven of its top wines, like 
the Three Graces, a sparkling wine done 
in the champagne style with lemon and berry 
notes. Guests can also try wines by the glass or 
order a six-glass flight at Chapel Down’s res- 
taurant, the Swan, which serves locally sourced 
dishes like heritage -carrot pie and Kent cod. 

In the nearby village of Appledore, Gusbourne 
(gusbourne.com), which opened in 2004, is still 
a relative newcomer. You must call ahead to 
book a tour, but it’s worth the effort for a stroll 
on the Saxon Shore Way, a footpath that winds 
through the vineyard and along the historic Kent 
coastline, followed by tastings on a tree-shaded 
hillside deck. Standouts include the Brut Reserve 
2010, a classic sparkling blend, and Gusbourne’s 
flagship wine, the Blanc de Blancs, a golden 



CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: 

The dining room at the 
Swan, the restaurant at ChapeL 
Down; Ridgeview's Tom Surgey 
samples a sparkling wine; bar- 
rels in the storage room at 
Gusbourne, in Kent; Gusbourne's 
outdoor tasting area. 


Chardonnay fizz with citrus notes and a delicate 
hazelnut aftertaste. Its 2007 vintage was served 
to heads of state at the 2012 London Olympics. 

Sussex 

Dozens of artisanal producers — from cheese- 
mongers like High Weald Dairy to gin distilleries 
like Blackdown Artisan Spirits — make the area 
in and around South Downs National Park a loca- 
vore’s haven. When it opened, in 1995, Ridgeview 
Wine Estate (ridgeview.co.uk) was one of the 
first English vineyards to plant the three grapes 
used in traditional champagne production (Char- 
donnay, Pinot Noir, and Pinot Meunier), which 
winemaker Simon Roberts still uses exclusively 
to make sparkling wine. His commitment has led 
to numerous awards, as well as support from the 
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Queen, who served the Bloomsbury 2009 during 
her Diamond Jubilee, in 2012. Ridgeview’s small, 
family-run operation belies its prolific output: 
250,000 bottles of year, a number that’s set to 
double by 2020. “The growth in English wine is 
astonishing. It’s an exciting market to be a part of,” 
says business development manager, Tom Surgey. 
Besides having a beautifully minimalist tasting 
room that overlooks swaths of national parkland, 
the estate also supplies local restaurants like the 
Bull, a gastropub in nearby Ditchling. Try the 
Fitzrovia Rose, a Chardonnay-based blend with 
raspberry and red currant notes. 

For a more intimate take on English wine mak- 
ing, organize a tour at Breaky Bottom (breaky 
hottom.co.uk), a six-acre vineyard nestled in a 
valley in the South Downs, where sweeping pas- 
tures are dotted with grazing sheep. The winery 
is housed in a 19th-century flint barn, across a 
courtyard from the wood-beamed farmhouse 
where owner-winemaker Peter Hall lives. Hall 
planted his vines in 1974 and still leads estate 
tours, which are filled with both wine-making an- 
ecdotes and family stories. Don’t miss the Cuvee 
Koizumi Yakumo 2010, a sparkling Seyval Blanc 
brut named for Hall’s great-great-uncle, the 
writer Lafcadio Hearn, who emigrated to Japan 
and assumed a new name. 


Cornwall 

With its mix of rugged coastline, Michelin- starred 
restaurants, and artist-filled villages, Cornwall 
is one of the country’s most sophisticated 
rural regions. It’s where you’ll find Camel Valley 
(camelvalley.com), set along the serene banks 
of the Camel River. The vineyard has two pictur- 
esque stone cottages for guests, who can fish 
for trout, cycle to the nearby town of Bodmin, or 
trek the 22 -mile -long Camel Trail. 

If you can’t stay overnight, you can still book 
a one -hour tour to take in the vineyard’s 24,000 
vines, some of which are pruned each year by wine- 
maker Sam Lindo’s 61-year-old mother, Annie. 

While the bulk of Camel Valley’s awards 
have gone to its sparking wines, the star of the 
vineyard is the Darnibole Bacchus, whose 2014 
vintage is an elegant still white with a burst of 
elderflower. Lindo has secured protected status 
for this wine, which can only be produced on 
a particular patch of Camel Valley land — 
potentially paving the way for other unique 
English varietals, in line with France’s Burgun- 
dies or Italy’s Chiantis. “Grapes here have a more 
vibrant acidity, which helps to elevate the deli- 
cate flavor,” Lindo says. “We aren’t trying to 
make champagne. What we do here in England 
is unique.” O 
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is as cacophonous (or as 

maLodorous) as Ferry Wharf at dawn. Here, on the 
eastern shore of India's insomniac island city, the 
Last scene of night— and the first of day— unfolds. 

ALL through the night, battered fishing trawlers 
have sidled up to the pier, bringing cargo from waters 
near and distant. Under naked yeLLow buLbs, the 
fishermen begin sorting their catch: floppy Bombay 
duck and silvery mackerel, goggle-eyed red snapper 
and mottled skate, whiskery catfish and curly shrimp. 


up a human chain between boat and Land. The auctions 
begin: whole baskets of humdrum catch exchanged 
for a few hundred rupees, prize fish swung by their 
tails, their prices rising cry by cry. Traders Lurk and sift; 
fish porters shout for right of way; women Lay out their 
wares on tarpaulin sheets while Light-fingered children 
in rags stand by, ready to gut fish with their bare hands. 

One by one, the fish are absorbed into the tide 
of human Life. Outside, the taxis are waiting, ready 
to rush their piscine cargo to the nearest railway 

station. KoLi women wiLL then carry the 
fish in baskets on their heads, dripping 

FERRY WHARF FISH MARKET I Mumbai seawaterthrough streets and apart 

ment blocks, bargaining hard over each. 
Finally, a piece at a time, the catch 
wiLL find its way onto a hundred aromatic tables. 

No Mumbaikar is immune to the shabby, storied 
charms of Ferry Wharf. The pier is a Link to the grand 
past of the city's eastern bay, when Mumbai stood for 
seafaring and cotton trading. Now this side of the city, 
crowded with slums and black with grease, is the poor 
cousin of the west, with its skyscrapers and expensive 
restaurants, the stock exchange, the New Economy. 

Above the roof of the pier, new high-rises gleam 
in the morning sun, their blank glass waLLs creeping 
ever eastward. Mumbai Port Trust plans to build a 
new marina here. Who knows if Ferry Wharf wiLL stiLL 
exist in five years? If you want the chance to savor 
it, go now. -chandrahas choudhury 


Now, in the pregnant predawn darkness, hundreds of 
onlookers congregate— some here just for the spec- 
tacle, but most poised to pounce on the fishermen's 
haul and disperse it across the city. 

For a while, the noise on the wharf is just a Low 
murmur, the sound of sleep given up for uncertain 
reward. Then, as dawn approaches, the crowd edges 
toward the water, gathering energy as it goes. In addi- 
tion to the dialect of the KoLis— the fishing community 
indigenous to the once marshy islands of Mumbai— 
multiple tongues contribute to this chorus: Marathi, 
Gujarati, TeLugu, Hindi and its many cousins. As day 
breaks, aLL are tense as sprinters in a race. It is time. 

At an invisible signal, baskets of gleaming fish fly 
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SESSIONS BY: ANDREW MCMAHON IN THE WILDERNESS AT HARD ROCK HOTEL 
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SINGAPORE. TAMPA 
VALLARTA 


SEE MORE OF THE STORY: HARDROCKHOTELS.COM 

©2015 Hard Rock International (USA), Inc. All rights reserved. 
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A Little Wonder 

Down Under 

Sydney and Melbourne get more attention, but Gordon Kanki-Knight 

finds that Adelaide, with its great weather, inventive restaurants, and vibrant 
creative scene, is playing in the big leagues, photographs by peter tarasiuk 

ONE SPARKLING AFTERNOON in the 

South Australian city of Adelaide, I 
headed to the just-opened Africola res- 
taurant to tuck in to a plate of bunny 
chow. Originally invented by Indian 
migrant workers in Durban, South 
Africa, bunny chow consists of a meat 
or vegetable stew served in ahollowed- 
out loaf of bread. But Africola’s South 
African chef-owner Duncan 
Welgemoed serves his rich lamb curry 
in a dainty bun topped with a jam 


glaze — a refinement that would have 
been unimaginable to the dish’s 
inventors. Welgemoed’s menu also 
includes slow-roasted cow’s head and 
allegaartjie potjiej a stew of beef, pork, 
and mutton neck with a frisky vegeta- 
ble condiment called “boom chaka- 
lakka.” The restaurant’s interior was 
designed in the style of shebeens, the 
lively apartheid-era speakeasies of 
Welgemoed’s youth. Outside, possums 
and kookaburras frolicked in the trees. 
“This food is part of my heritage,” 
said the burly chef, who worked in the 
kitchens of Heston Blumenthal 
and Gordon Ramsay before coming 
to Adelaide, where he first founded 
the popular French- style Bistro Dom. 
“Here I can carry that legacy on.” 

He’s one of a group of young 
Adelaideans, many of them expats, » 
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RED ROCK SERENITY 

THE SPA AT 

GATEWAY 

CANYONS 



UNWIND AND REJUVENATE IN THE 
EXPANSIVE, SOOTHING ATMOSPHERE THAT 
MAKES THE SPA AT GATEWAY CANYONS 
A STANDOUT COLORADO DESTINATION. 



A A BLISSFUL ESCAPE 

Adventurous guests come to this breathtaking resort nestled in 
the Unaweep Canyon landscape to experience pristine natural beauty 
and rugged mountain life, but Gateway Canyons Resort & Spa has 
something else to offer — total relaxation and pampering. The culturally 
distinct, luxurious resort offers 72 rooms including 14 private casitas, 
many of which boast stargazing decks with cozy fire pits, outdoor spas, 
plush furnishings, and stunning adobe-style architecture. Designed to be 
just as enticing as the scenery, the service, and the sumptuous lodgings. 
The Spa at Gateway Canyons is a center of serenity in the heart of the 
red rock canyons. After exploring the backcountry trails on foot, or 
traversing the foothills on horseback, there’s nothing more indulgent 
than taking time out to soothe sore muscles and put your mind at rest. 
The full-service, 5,800-square-foot spa provides a roomy and tranquil 
atmosphere with four spacious treatment rooms, a lavish relaxation 
lounge, two private patios with al fresco Jacuzzis, steam rooms, 
saunas, and a retail area that allows guests to take a bit of their 
extraordinary experience back home with them. 

HANDS-ON HEALING 

While The Spa offers an ideal place to recover after a 
day of adventure, it’s also the perfect spot to simply slow down and 
de-stress. An array of massages and body treatments allow for deep 
relaxation and rejuvenation, while signature treatments using natural 
ingredients really set The Spa apart. A must-try experience is the 
Canyon River Mud Wrap, which features organic wild sages and 
lavenders to purify the skin while utilizing ultra-fine fossilized desert 
salts to exfoliate the pores. While the body is enveloped in powerful 
healing clays, a spa therapist massages the scalp, erasing any traces 
of the day’s stress. As an Rx for sun-damaged skin. The Spa offers 
the Dilo Rescue Wrap, featuring a blend of cold-pressed dilo nut oil, 
virgin coconut oil, aloe vera, and passionflower extract. Also on offer 
are a range of yoga classes, as well as facials, hair salon services, 
manicures, and pedicures. Whatever experience guests desire. The 
Spa is the ultimate place for a sublime slowing down in the center of 
jaw-dropping scenery. 


For travelers that long to relax and refresh amid 
natural beauty, The Spa at Gateway Canyons is 
the ideal refuge. 


Book your trip now by calling 1.866.671.4733 
or visiting gatewaycanyons.com. 
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/ beyond / URBAN STUDY 



breathing new life into this city of 1.3 
million, which has for generations 
been dominated by the OAFs — Old 
Adelaide Families — who trace their 
lineage to the city’s first free-settler 
European arrivals in the early 19th 
century. Unlike in Sydney and 
Melbourne, rents here are low, and a 
concentration of formerly dormant 
historic structures in Adelaide’s tiny 
downtown has drawn a new wave of 
entrepreneurs. Stephen Yarwood, the 
city’s last mayor (the youngest in 
Adelaide’s 179-year history), worked 
with the fledgling nonprofit Renew 
Adelaide to match buildings with 
tenants and led an initiative to trans- 
form the area’s dim, neglected alleys 
into lively, pedestrian-only zones. 
Working in such close proximity, 
many members of Adelaide’s upstart 
creative class quickly became 
collaborators in the numerous bars, 
cafes, design spaces, and restaurants 
sprouting up around the district. 

Welgemoed’s business partner is 
James Brown, a native South Australian 
with a blond surfer bob who part- 
nered with the local architecture firm 
Studio -Gram to create Africola’s 
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vibrant interiors and the open fire pit 
where Welgemoed cooks. Brown’s 
design firm. Mash, has spearheaded 
the city’s rebranding, from new bars 
and restaurants to pop-up events 
like Neon Lobster, a miniature shan- 
tytown containing a taqueria and 
mezcaleria that the company installed 
in a nightclub. 

Mash also designed the interiors 
of the two-year-old Orana, installing a 
large, rough-hewn mural by the 
Italian artist 2501 and using stream- 
lined tables in Tasmanian blackwood 
that was charred to evoke the after- 
math of a bushfire. Run by a 
Scotsman — Jock Zonfrillo, a close 
friend ofWelgemoed — the restaurant 
has sought to establish a truly 
Australian culinary culture. It’s a far 
cry from the patronizing “bush- 
tucker” restaurants that used to pass 
for national cuisine. Zonfrillo spent 

FROM TOP: Duncan WeLgemoed, AfricoLa's 
chef-owner; Sym Choon Lane, one of 
downtown Adelaide's Lively walkways; 
Orana, a showcase for regional cuisine. 


years in the outback learning about 
ingredients from Aboriginal commu- 
nities; the restaurant’s name means 
“welcome” in the language of the indig- 
enous Wiradjuri Nation of central 
New South Wales. In another city, a 
Scottish immigrant teaching the locals 
about the pleasures of smoked cockles, 
charred kangaroo tartare, bunya nuts, 
and riberries might raise eyebrows. 






But the attitude among diners in 
Adelaide, Zonfrillo told me, is “show 
us what you can do ” 

It’s this emphasis on the handmade 
and purpose-built that has come 
to define Adelaide now. I saw another 
side of that new identity when I visited 
the Jam Factory, which houses studios, 
galleries, and shops for ceramics, 
glasswork, furniture, and metal design. 
Its education program has produced 
designers like the Vietnamese-born 
furniture maker John Quan and 
Japanese-born glassblower Kumiko 
Nakajima, a married couple who 
showed me the houseware line they 
produce in the space. Quan also 
collaborated with fellow designer Pina 
Falzarano on furniture and fittings 
for the new Pan -Asian eatery Kokumi. 
The restaurant is named after the 
newest Japanese flavor discovery (after 
umami), which describes the hearty, 
mouth-filling quality imparted by 
certain compounds found in foods like 




garlic and scallops. The menu’s savory 
meat dishes, like the grilled beef with 
miso butter, were conceived to show- 
case this particular taste sensation. 

All of these destinations lie a short 
walk from one another, in a central 
business district surrounded by 
green space. There are appealing cafes 
nearby, like Coffee Branch, which 
offers brunch and a tasty flat white, and 
Sad Cafe, which serves the excellent 
South Australian-made Dawn Patrol 
Coffee. There are some great tiny bars, 
too, thanks to a new easy-to- obtain 


CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE: The secret bar 
Maybe Mae; soccer players in Victoria 
Square, at the center of Adelaide; the shop 
at the eclectic design space Jam Factory. 


liquor license for small venues. Clever 
Little Tailor is a former loading dock 
that has tan leather booths, craft beer, 
and one of the city’s best selections 
of spirits. To get to the speakeasy-style 
Maybe Mae nearby, visitors walk 
through a tunnel and push on a panel 
that opens to reveal an intimate room 
ringed by leather banquettes. 

As I visited these bars, restaurants, 
and boutiques, I was reminded of a 
conversation I’d had with Brown and 
Welgemoed over cold beers at Africola. 
“It’s easy to look abroad and emulate 
what other people are doing, whether 
it’s design, food, booze....” Brown said 
as we watched the locals play soccer 
under the cloudless sky. “The trick is 
to find your own voice and be confi- 
dent enough to deliver.” 

Welgemoed nodded. “When you’re 
in France, Spain, Italy, you’re hand- 
cuffed by the confines of the culture,” 
he explained. “In Adelaide, we don’t 
have that problem.” O 

THE DETAILS Hotels, restaurants, and more, 
page 178 
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Chinese ceramics 
at Anta Pottery, a 



Shopper in a 
Strange Land 

For years, Clancy Martin dreamed of becoming a collector 

of ancient Chinese ceramics. One afternoon in Taiwan, 
he finally got his chance, photographs by sean marc lee 

I WAS IN THE YINGGE CERAMICS DISTRICT in New Taipei City, 
Taiwan, about half an hour by train from central Taipei, 
where I was hoping to find a thousand-year-old Chinese 
bowl. The area has a quietly beautiful cobblestoned main 
street, lined with unexpected palm trees with iron cages 
around their trunks. You can see the mountains beyond the 
low, graceful buildings, until you turn onto one of the 
narrow alleys packed with one- to three-story shops, where 
cords of lights hang from the windows overhead and a sense 
of frenetic intimacy replaces the calm. If it’s made of clay. 


you can buy it here. It is to the ceram- 
ics enthusiast what the Tsukiji Fish 
Market in Tokyo is to the sushi lover. 

Unfortunately, I didn’t have much of 
a plan. My first mistake was trying 
to hire a translator on the street. I must 
have talked to 15 cabdrivers before 
finding one who understood what I 
wanted. He called his son Jim — a 
handsome guy in his twenties, also a 
cabdriver — who arrived to take me 
around on foot. To explain what I was 
looking for, I drew the distinctive V 
shape of a bowl from the Song dynasty 
(960-1279) in the air and said, “Simple, 
black or brown, and very old.” 

I FIRST BECAME interested in Song 
dynasty tea bowls on a trip to Bangkok 
to buy rubies nearly 20 years ago, 
when I was working in the jewelry 
business. I thought I might buy one for 
my wife, so I visited a cramped, dimly 
lit shop that specialized in these bowls. 
I found them lined up on shelves, 
about 20 to a wall, each illuminated 
with its own halogen light. They were 
simple glazed bowls, all in earth tones, 
that widened dramatically from the 
base to the mouth. I remember think- 
ing that they were the antithesis of the 
jewelry I dealt. I studied them, trying 
to look like a connoisseur. I picked up 
a small one — really no more than a 
cup without a handle — that I thought I 
might be able to afford. There was a 
stifled gasp, and I turned to see the 
tiny proprietor frozen in a half- stand- 
ing position behind his desk at the back 
of the shop. “Would you please place 
the bowl on the shelf?” he asked me. “I 
will help you.” It turned out to be worth 
several hundred thousand dollars. 

I did find one in my price range — 
around $15,000 — but didn’t buy it. 

Why not? Two reasons: First, I was 
worried about having to explain to 
my wife why she should like it. Second, 
I felt like a bit of a faker. I trusted the 
authenticity of the bowls this fellow 
was selling, but I felt like I was pretend- 
ing to understand an aesthetic 
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As I admired the bowl, i kept 

THINKING OF THE LINE “A fool and 
his money are soon parted ” 


language — like the guy who buys a 
Patek Philippe because he saw Michael 
Douglas wearing one in a movie. 

A collector should understand, in his 
bones, the thing he collects. 

But after passing on the bowl, I was 
hooked. I tried to buy others at New 
York City auctions, only to be outbid in 
ways that made me feel silly — I was 
prepared to go to $20,000 for one, only 
to see it sold for over $100,000. As I 
learned more about Song bowls, I 
realized that part of their allure is that 
their value is so difficult to discern. 


I’ve collected a number of precious 
things — Persian rugs, antique lace, 
pre-Depression glass lamps, German 
Expressionist lithographs, early 
American gold watches — but none 
have the superheial ordinariness, the 
self-effacing quality, of Song bowls. 
Some have glazes with names like oil 
spot, hare’s fur, and partridge feather, 
and range in color from whitish gray 
to celadon to russet. But the very 
best are just heavy black pottery. They 
look like an exceptionally pretty 
version of something you might hnd 
at your neighborhood ceramics class. 
According to Michael Bass, a specialist 
in Chinese art at Christie’s, these were 
considered ideal for the tea parties and 
contests that were in vogue in China a 
millennium ago, at which masters 
would whip the tea to produce a white 
head. In his 1049 essay “The Record 
of Tea,” the Chinese calligrapher and 
scholar Cai Xiang wrote, “The froth 
is seen most clearly in a tea bowl with 
a black glaze.” 

Taipei — along with Hong Kong, 
Shanghai, Beijing, New York City, and 
Tokyo — is an epicenter of the global 
trade in Song dynasty ceramics, which 
have become prized among wealthy 


Chinese collectors. “So many billion- 
aires retire to Taipei,” said my old 
friend Marek Nowack, a wholesale 
dealer in rare antiquities. “The trea- 
sures follow the money.” Sometimes 
the treasures come west, too: two 
years ago, Sotheby’s in New York City 
auctioned off a small Song dynasty tea 
bowl, which the seller had purchased 
for $3 at a yard sale, to a dealer in 
London for $2.2 million. There are 
many hne examples of these bowls in 
the collections of institutions like 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art and 
the British Museum. If you’re looking 
to purchase one, there are reputable 
dealers specializing in ancient 
Chinese art, like J.J. Tally & Co. in New 
York City. Yingge Ceramics Street is 
one place where you might reasonably 
expect to hnd a deal, however — 
though Marek warned me to watch 
out for counterfeits. 

JIM AND I went into many different 
shops where he spoke with the own- 
ers. Some showed us ornately deco- 
rated bowls that I guessed were from 
the Qing dynasty (1644-1912). After 
several hours, on a narrow street 
with more palm trees, he found a 


FROM TOP: A storefront on Yingge Ceramics 
Street, in New Taipei City; a tea bowL 
with an oiL-spot glaze at Anta Pottery. 

tile-roofed place he told me was called 
Happy Sam’s. It was stuffed with 
Buddha statues, tea sets, and tradi- 
tional Chinese porcelain with patterns 
of birds and dragons. After Jim asked 
for old bowls, the owner, a solid, shaggy 
man in a blue suit and a pink polo 
whom I took to be Sam, led us up a 
short staircase to a room full of card- 
board boxes stacked floor to ceiling. We 
sat on a wooden bench where a middle- 
aged woman in a pale blue short- 
sleeved dress served us tea on a table 
covered in tiny green ceramic tiles. 

The owner began bringing me 
brightly colored bowls, some orna- 
mented with lotuses and other flowers, 
probably made in the past few hundred 
years. I kept saying, “no, thank you,” 
and Jim and Sam would shake their 
heads and laugh. We were on our third 
pot of tea when Sam brought out a 
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when cancer strikes, 
we strike back. 


At MD Anderson Cancer Center, we are focused on Making Cancer History.* 

As a recognized leader in the fight against cancer, MD Anderson continues to pioneer new approaches 
in cancer treatment. Using the latest genetics-based research, we can develop targeted treatments, 
personalized to the individual patient. To learn more about how we are raising the bar for cancer care 
worldwide, call toll free 1-855-894-0145 or visit MakingCancerHistory.com. 
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wide -mouthed, grimy, and old-feeling 
black bowl with brown flecks. I in- 
spected it carefully, keeping it close to 
my lap. “He says it’s from the Han 
dynasty,” Jim told me. “So, maybe two 
thousand five hundred.” 

“Two thousand five hundred years 
old?” I asked. 

“No, two thousand five hundred U.S. 
He doesn’t know how old the bowl is.” 

The Han dynasty ended nearly 
2,000 years ago. I knew the bowl 
couldn’t be that old. It looked like 
a Song dynasty bowl. It was thick 
enough, heavy enough. The black 
glazing was regular, and it caught the 
light. I could see red and purple tones 
beneath the black. There were brown 
flecks. It was the right size. There 
were a few small chips. It looked like 
the bowl I’d held all those years ago 
in Bangkok. It was, in fact, exactly the 
bowl I’d been looking for. 

Sol didn’t buy it. 

As I admired the bowl, I kept think- 
ing of the line “A fool and his money 
are soon parted.” Especially when the 
fool is a foreigner who can’t speak the 
language. A fool who is visiting a place 
for the first time and may never 
return. A fool who will pretend he 


knows more than he does for fear of 
looking like a fool. As we left, Sam 
grabbed my arm while saying some- 
thing to Jim, who shook his head. As 
Jim drove me back to Taipei, I 
asked what he’d said. “Maybe for two 
thousand. If you come back tomor- 
row, he might sell for one thousand. 

I think it’s hard to know what is a 
real bowl.” 

I kept thinking about it on the way 
home. If I’d gotten him down to a 
thousand, would it have been worth it, 
even if it turned out not to be an 
authentic Song bowl? What if I’d taken 
it to J.J. Tally & Co. to learn it was 
actually worth $100,000? My years in 
the jewelry business have made me 
permanently suspicious, and I was 
probably right not to buy the bowl. But 
as my plane flew over the Pacific, I 
felt a sense of diminishment. He who 
hesitates is lost. Twice now. I’d done it 
to myself. The siren of my Song bowl 
was still calling. 

Next year I plan to go to Guangzhou, 
China, where they actually made 
Song bowls a thousand years ago. “If 
the fool would persist in his folly, 
he would become wise,” William Blake 
wrote. I haven’t given up yet. © 
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Chicago's 
Next Act 


It’s got a red-hot food scene, 
dozens of cutting-edge galleries, 
and— conning this fall— the 
largest architecture exhibition to 
hit this side of the Atlantic: the 
Windy City just might be the most 
exciting metropolis in the country 
right now (with apologies to the 
rest of America), by kristen dold 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY TARA DONNE 











Works by Zhou 
Brothers at 
the Zhou B Arts 
Center, in the 
Bridgeport 
neighborhood. 
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he^nce-gritty South Side neighborhood of Bridgeport— best 
known as the home of the White Sox— has emerged as the city’s - 
latest creative hub. Co-Prosperity Sphere [coprosperity.org) pres- 
ents film screenings, secret supper clubs, and community-built 
installations in a converted department store. The sprawling Zhou 
B Art Center [zhoubartcenter.com) supersizes the open-studio 
concept, with more than 50 artists working in various disciplines. 
And woodworkers, sculptors, and fashion designers abound at 
the Bridgeport Art Center [bridgeportart.com), a timber-framed 
loft space where they create an'S exhibit their work. 
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CHICAGO 



BUILDINeUP 


The city that gave the world its first skyscraper is back 
in the architectural spotlight. Kicking off October 3, 
the three-month-long Chicago Architecture Biennial will 
celebrate works by 70 studios from 30 countries, with 
interactive exhibits, full-scale installations, specially 
designed kiosks on Lake Michigan, lectures, and more— 
it will be the largest event of its kind ever held in 
North America. “We're hoping to prove that Chicago is 
not just a living museum of 20th-century architectural 
history, but also a nexus of 21st-century innovation,” 
says co-artistic director Sarah Herda. Among the issues 
the show will tackle: sustainable housing solutions, 
public work spaces, and how technology can shape the 
cities of tomorrow, chicagoarchitecturebiennial.org. 


MORE 
EVENTS 
WORTH 
THE TRIP 


Randolph Street 
Market Festival 
Monthly 

Chicago’s best flea 
market brings together 
vintage-clothing 
vendors, antiques obses- 
sives, jewelry artisans, 
and other purveyors of 
handcrafted goods. 
There’s also a pop-up 
beer garden, rondoiph 
streetmorket.com. 

Expo Chicago 
Sept. 17-20 

Collectors, dealers, and 
art aficionados flock to 
Navy Pier to browse and 
buy works from more 
than 140 leading galleries 
around the world, expo 
chicogo.com. 

“Making Place: the 
Architecture of David 
Adjaye” 

Sept. 19-Jan. 3 

The first U.S. retrospec- 
tive for the trailblazing 
African-English architect 
(whose upcoming proj- 
ects are rumored to in- 
clude the Barack Obama 
presidential library) will 
bring more than 50 of his 
sketches and models to 
the Art Institute, ortic.edu. 


Talk of the Town How the Locals feel about their city’s Latest developments— and debacles. 


BEST THING EVER 


Culinary Reinvention 

Nobody can wait to see what 
Grant Achatz means when 
he says his new restaurant. 
Roister— opening imminently— 
will be "shockingly 180 
degrees" from Alinea. 


DOESN'T BOTHER ME 


A No-Selfie-Stick 
Zone Like the 
Colosseum in Rome, 
Lollapalooza has 
banned the gadget— 
not that the rule is 
likely to have much 
effect on the number 
of selfies taken. 

Up next: drones? 





Live Literature A surpris- 
ing rival to Second City: 
Tuesday Funk, for booze- 
fueled readings of quirky 
essays and confessionals. 
tuesdoyfunk.org. 


Rodent Birth Control 

The most rat-infested 
metropolis in the nation 
has adopted a novel 
solution: contraceptive- 
laced bait placed 
strategically throughout 
the subway system. 




Tech Market The city 
has graduated from 
start-up haven to bona- 
fide tech-business hub, 
with Google and Uber 
opening offices in the 
soon-to-be-landmarked 
Fulton Market district. 
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FROM LEFT: The 
"vuelve a la vida" 
ceviche at Dove's 
Luncheonette: 
inside Momotaro; 
a Chicago-style 
"duck fat dog," on 
the bar bites menu 
at the Duck Inn. 


DISHING DEEP 


Chicago has never wanted for annbitious cuisine. But the Latest buzzy 
openings are giving the city new food-town bragging rights. 


Momotaro 

The decor is classic at this 
three-level sushi and robata 
spot, but the 8Q-item menu 
broadcasts its bold ambitions. 
MENU STANDOUT Momotaro 
Tartare,” a vegetarian starter of 
Japanese tomato and Maui 
onion, momotarochicago.com; 
entrees $16-$100. 

Duck Inn 

Set in a pre-Prohibition era 
tavern in the Bridgeport neigh- 
borhood, Kevin Hickey’s gastro- 
pub offers seasonally driven 
fare and creative bar bites. 
MENU STANDOUT The rotisserie 
duck for two, served with 
potatoes crisped in the drip- 
pings. theduckinnchicago.com; 
entrees $19-$34. 


Intro 

Established and emerging 
chefs take turns manning this 
98-seat Lincoln Park restaurant, 
remaking its identity each 
time. MENU STANDOUT The next 
menu hasn’t been announced, 
but past chefs have included 
Erik Anderson, formerly of 
Nashville’s Catbird Seat, intro 
chicago.com; tickets $75-$95. 

Dove’s Luncheonette 

At this hipster-packed Wicker 
Park diner, Chicago soul and 
blues are a soundtrack for 
Mexican dishes that come 
with a Southern twist. MENU 
STANDOUT A shrimp -and- squid 
ceviche called “vuelve a la vida” 
(translation: return to life), doves 
chicago.com; entrees $12-$15. 


Monteverde 

After four-plus years at the 
helm of Chicago’s celebrated 
Spiaggia, Top Che/ finalist Sarah 
Grueneberg is opening a tribute 
to modern Italian cuisine in 
the West Loop this month. MENU 
STANDOUT Mozzarella-filled 
kale polpette and black-pepper 
bucatini. monteverdechicago. 
com; entrees $15-$35. 

Duck Duck Goat 

The latest venture from 
Stephanie Izard of Girl & the 
Goat is a Chinese spot on West 
Fulton Street with a takeout 
window dedicated to Asian 
street foods, menu standout 
Spiced goat dumplings. 
duckduckgoatchicago.com; 
prices not available at press time. 



Theaster Gates 


A word with the 
artist-activist-space 
developer behind the 
new Stony Island Arts 
Bank cultural center 
(rebuild-foundation. 
squarespace.com). 


How to see Chicago 


"Ride the green line, 
then the red line, then 
the pink line. See 
the cit y from above 
^H^d below." 



"The Intuit gallery 

(art.orgj focuses on 
self-taught and Out- 
sider art. It has some 
amazing piecesia 


City’s architectural 

BlHcgacy^^H 


"Chicago has shown 
that it’s okay to depart 
from the traditional 
tropes of engineering, 
and that architecture 
can be more than one 
brick on top of another. 
It can be about reimag- 
ining how people live." 



Reality Bites E! host 
GiuUana Rancic and her hus- 
band were welcomed to their 
new Gold Coast mansion 
this summer. Their paparazzi 
following? Not so much. 


The Meh Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel won a close 
runoff, but locals re- 
main ambivalent about 
his ties to Republicans 
and the rich. 




Wrath at Wrigley 

Ongoing renovations 
have left angry Cubs 
fans waiting in restroom 
lines for more than an 
hour this season, and 
neighbors are protesting 
the excessive noise 
from a new Jumbotron. 


ABSOLUTELY DETESTABLE 


Seeing Red Polls 
show that three in 
four Chicagoans 
want to get rid of 
the city’s red-light 
cameras, which 
have resulted in 
an uptick in rear- 
end collisions. 






INSIDER’S TAKE 


-the « 

guide 


CHICAGO 



A DAY IN THE CITY'S HOTTEST HOOD 

The proudly Mexican enclave of Pilsen, on the city’s 
Southwest Side, has become Chicago’s cool-kid playground. 
Go for family-run places that have stood the test of time, 
as well as an emerging food-and-drink scene that embraces 
the area’s cultural heritage. 




11:00 p.m. The 1970s- 
inspired basement bar 
Punch House serves large- 
format drinks in 40-ounce 
bowls. Order the Space 
Juice for Jered, made with 
tequila, grapefruit, spar- 
kling wine, and sage, punch 
housechicago.com. 


9:00 a.m. Grab a 
slice of tres Leches 
cake and an horchata 
latte— made with rice 
water and locally 
roasted Intelligentsia 
espresso— at 
Kristoffer’s Cafe & 
Bakery. This 
unassuming coffee 
shop is known for its 
Mexican desserts. 
1733 S. Hoisted St; 
312-829-4150. 


10:30 a.m. Take a 
(free) spin through the 
National Museum 
of Mexican Art to view 
a collection that in- 
cludes Mesoamerican 
artifacts, contempo- 
rary prints, and paint- 
ings. nationalmuseum 
ofmexicanart.org. 


6:00 p.m. 

Graze on eclec- 
tic small plates 
by Longman & 

Eagle alums, 
like choucroute 
with garlic sau- 
sage and pickled 
apples, at Dusek’s 
Board & Beer, duseks 
chicago.com; entrees $15-$32. 


12:30 p.m. At 
Nuevo Leon, a mom- 
and-pop Mexican 
joint, try the rib-eye- 
and-onion-filled 
"tacos de sabinas,” 
named after a nearby 
tortilla factory. 
nuevoleonrestaurant. 
com; tacos $5-$8. 


<- 2:00 p.m. Browse the many vintage stores on 
18th Street, including the must-visit Revival a 
Go-Go, which sells a wide array of 1960s clothing 
and collectibles, from mod dresses to Midcentury 
Modern couches, revivalagogo.com. 


<- 4:00 p.m. The 
16th Street rail 
embankment— a 14- 

block stretch of vibrant 
murals— is a pictur- 
esque place for an 
afternoon stroll. Look 
for politically and 
culturally charged 
works by Gaia, ROA, 
and others. 


^ 8:30 p.m. Historic 
Thalia Hall is fresh off an 
extensive face-lift; catch 
live music from indie acts 
like Edward Sharpe & the 
Magnetic Zeros, thalia 
hollchicago.com. 


PLACES TO 
DRINK LIKE A 
LOCAL (IN 
OTHER WORDS, 
HEARTILY) 


Lost Lake 

Bamboo-clad walls, 
soul-soothing reggae, 
and nouveau tropical 
drinks— there’s lots to 
love at this new Logan 
Square tiki bar by 
local hero Paul McGee. 
Lo5tLaketiki.com. 

Tippling Hall 

This River North 
juggernaut draws the 
after-work set with its 
24-page drink menu 
(there are seven Bloody 
Mary options alone). 
tippLinghoLL.com. 

Pub Royale 

An electronic menu 
board displays what's on 
tap from the 24 draft lines 
at this British-colonial- 
style pub in Wicker Park. 
pubroyoLe.com. 


Chicago’s hottest 
chef on the city’s 
top culinary hangouts. 



"Not many people know 
about Katsu (265/1/1/. 
Peterson Ave.; 773-784- 
3383], a restaurant 
on the North Side that 
serves phenomenal 
omakase-style sushi." 



'Both. My staff and I 


will go to Three Dots& 
a Dash (threedots 
chicago.com) for tiki- 
style drinks, but we 
also like Aberdeen Tap 
(theaberdeentap.com) 
near my restaurant 
Next for a divey night.’’ 


What’s trending 


"Chicagoans are 
embracing Korean and 
Southeast Asian flavors 
with restaurants like 
Fat Rice (eatfatrice. 
com] and Belly Shack 
(bellyshack.com). 


Rahm's 
Green Thumb 

Two stunning public spaces 
have debuted this year as part of 
the mayor’s push to expand the 
parks department. The 16-acre 
Maggie Daley Park (teft) is a 
fantastical playground for adults, 
with two 40-foot rock-climbing 
walls, an undulating quarter-mile- 
long walking path that in winter be- 
comes an ice-skating "ribbon," and 
an "enchanted forest" filled with 
mirrors. The 606 , Chicago’s take on New York’s High Line, offers 
2.7 miles of scenic trails that have given new life to an abandoned 
section of elevated train tracks on the city’s Northwest Side. 
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WORLD CLASS DESIGN. LOCAL INSPIRATION. 

The Peninsula Chicago unveils its nev/ly renovated roonns and suites blending residential comfort, 
innovative in-room technology and sophisticated elegance. 


THE PENINSULA 

HOTELS 


Hong Kong * Shanghai • Beijing * Tokyo * New Fprt • Chicago • Beveriy Hills • Paris • • Manila • peninsuia.com 


Advertisement 


Couples Resorts 



ith gorgeous beachfront 
settings, luxurious 
accommodations, 
phenomenal service, and world-class 
cuisine, all-inclusive Couples Resorts 
invites you to experience a romantic 
island getaway unlike any other. 


with a cool tropical drink, there are 
plenty of secluded spots to choose 
from. Couples’ properties also offer 
endless entertainment. Active or 
relaxed, it’s up to you: Couples gives 
you the options to make your vacation 
exactly what you want it to be. 


Each Couples Resort offers a unique 
setting and its own distinct amenities. 

Couples Sans Souci 

Ideally situated in Ocho Rios, 

Couples Sans Souci is renowned 
for its cliff-top spa. 



At Couples Resorts, all-inclusive means 
ALL-inclusive. Why pay for extra excursions 
when Couples offers so many at no 
extra charge? Sail into the sunset on a 
catamaran cruise. Climb Jamaica’s most 
popular waterfall, Dunn’s River Falls. Test 
your swing on a golf excursion, or browse 
Jamaica’s best boutiques on a shopping 
trip. At Couples, it’s all included and it’s all 
tailored just for you. 

In Jamaica, watersports can be the highlight 
of any vacation. That’s why Couples 
includes countless water activities at no 
extra charge. Try waterskiing, windsurfing, 
kayaking, snorkeling, and scuba diving. 
Alternatively, if you’d rather relax poolside 


At Couples Resorts, you’ll be treated 
to some of the best cuisine in all of 
Jamaica. Forget the preset menus 
found at other resorts; Couples 
truly caters to every single guest, 
regardless of their dietary requirements. 
A simple email to the reservations team 
prior to arrival will ensure that the 
culinary team is aware of your needs 
and can plan accordingly. Upon arrival, 
you’ll meet with one of the chefs in 
person to determine a menu and/or 
options that best suit your needs. 


Couples Tower Isle 

Gourmet Continental meets 
Caribbean cuisine at this elegant 
Ocho Rios resort. 

Couples Negril 

Set on 18 sandy acres. Couples 
Negril offers exceptional water 
sports and activities. 

Couples Swept Away 

Active guests love the 10-acre fitness 
complex at this beachfront property. 


Plan your getaway at couples.com. 


2015 TIME INC. AFFLUENT MEDIA GROUP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 


CAMP COUPLES 

JAMAICA 

JUMf 1S SEPT tS 

3e a happy camper 
in Jamaica this summer 

AN ALL-INCLUSIVE LUXURY GETAWAY FOR GROWN-UPS 

Light your fire this summer at Camp Couples. Visit Couples.com/CAMP for a $175 Resort Credit. 


I 



*OfFer of $175 resort credit based on a 7 night stay. There is a minimum of 3 night stay and resort credit is $25 per night, based on double occupancy. Valid for new bookings only. Credits may be applied 
to room category upgrades (subject to availability), spa and salon services, private dinners, photos and photo packages from resort photographers, telephone charges dialed from room, general manager’s 
special wine list, night snorkeling, night dives, gift shop or romance packages. Couples reserves the right to change, modify or end the Camp Couples promotion at anytime and at our discretion. 



Each new day, another soul-stirring 
escape. That's life on St. Kitts. 
Whether you're sailing or scuba 
diving, zip lining over or trekking 
through a verdant rainforest, 
this West Indies jewel carves a 
permanent place in your heart. 


Explore iuww.StKittsTourism.kn 
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TRAVEL + LEISURE'S 

Best of Tech 2015 

Technology correspondent Tom Samiljan tested hundreds of gadgets 

to find the ones most worthy of your (extremely limited) carry-on space. 
When it comes to multitasking on the go, these new tools 

are worth their weight in gold, photographs by mitchell feinberg 



It was always the standard-bearer for powerful 
processing, but at just half an inch thick and only 
two pounds, Apple's latest 12-inch MacBook is now 
as portable as the MacBook Air. A top-of-the-line 
Core M processor packs lightning-fast speeds, and 
it runs both OS X Yosemite and Windows. One 
caveat: the only port is a USB-C (smaller than the 
usual USB), meaning you’ll need an adapter to 
connect your accessories. From $1,299, appLe.com. 


/ upgrade / 



With a magnetized key- 
board that connects effort- 
lessly, this tablet hybrid 
feels like a laptop but can 
be used during takeoff and 
landing. Among the new 
features: hardware that 
stays cool and quiet and a 
free one-year subscription 
to Microsoft Office. From 
$499, microsoftcom. 


They’re impressively 
customizable: each pair 
comes with 10 sets of 
ear tips (in varying mate- 
rials and sizes) and 
interchangeable filters to 
optimize bass or treble. 
Another plus: specially 
designed over-ear hooks 
boost noise isolation. 
$190, rho-oudio.com. 


Though many of its travel 
apps still need finessing, 
the watch itself is a 
valuable tool for staying 
connected on the go, 
allowing you to take time- 
sensitive calls, get and 
reply to text messages, 
check e-mail, and stay on 
top of appointments. 
From $349, appLe.com. 


The Mophie’s tiny alumi- 
num body— roughly the 
size of a business-card 
holder— has built-in 
Lightning or micro USB 
ports that can power mul- 
tiple gadgets at up to four 
times the speed of a stan- 
dard charger. From $80, 
mophie.com. 


Sure, it's a bit conspicuous 
and too big for your pocket, 
but after a few weeks 
of reading the New York 
Times or watching Scandal 
on its stunning 5.5-inch 
Retina HD display, you may 
find this iPhone replaces 
your iPad— giving you one 
less thing to pack. From 
$299, apple.com. 
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PRESENTED BY FOOD&WINE 


NEW YORK CITY WINE & FOOD FESTIVAL 

EAT. DRINK. END HUNGER. 
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The Festival promotes responsible drinking. 100% of the net proceeds go to Food Bank For New York City and the No Kid Hungry® campaign. 

Photo Credit: Getty I Sponsors confirmed as of 6.1.15 


HOSTED BY AND BENEFITING 




FOOD BANK 



NOKID 


HUNGRY 


EXCLUSIVE PROVIDER PREFERRED CARD HEADQUARTER OFFICIAL 

OF WINE AND SPIRITS HOTEL AIRLINE 


PREMIER 


t (SiL'l SOUTHERN WINE 4 SPIRITS 
of NEW YORK 
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/ upgrade / 





PHILIPS SHOQBOX 
MINI SPEAKER 

Despite its half-pint propor- 
tions, the Bluetooth-powered 
Shoqbox uses sophisticated 
circuitry to deliver outsize 
audio. It’s water- and dust-re- 
sistant, too, so you can take it 
to the beach or pool. $60, 
phiLips.com. 

OLYMPUS E-M5 MARK II 

It might look retro, but this 
mirrorless camera is cutting- 
edge, with top-performing 
image stabilization, video 
capability, speed, and a wide 
array of add-on lenses to 
fit its compact body. $1,100, 
getoLympus.com. 

NIKON D5500 

Weighing in at a mere pound, 
this DSLR is almost as com- 
pact as its mirrorless brethren 
and compatible with a greater 
range of lenses. It also has a 
tilting LCD display (perfect for 
selfies) and Wi-Fi connectivity 
(for instant storing and shar- 
ing). From $750, nikonusa.com. 

FITBITCHARGEHR 

This jacked-up fitness tracker 
shows your heart rate, lets you 
see how many calories you've 
burned, and monitors your 
sleep— with far better accura- 
cy than current smart watch- 
es. $150, fitbit.com. 

PLANTRONICSBACKBEAT 
PRO HEADPHONES 

Most wireless headsets fall 
short on audio quality— but not 
these. BackBeat PRO supplies 
big volume, clear sound sepa- 
ration, and active noise cancel- 
lation for 24 hours on a single 
charge. $250, pLontronics.com. 
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wasHiriGTon 

DC 


Historic landmarks with 
your picnic - me got this. 

Plan your visit at washington.org 
or call 1-888-301-7001. 


^ f 


Vibrant Stunning, Charming, 

Discover the four corners of America and its 
four unforgettable cities. 




A ride into the city, annongst the picturesque landscape, the 
spectacular mountains and evergreen trees, is an experience itself. 


Corner 1 : Seattle, as the largest city in the Pacific Northwest, Seattle sits between Puget Sound and Lake Washington. 
A ride into the city, amongst the picturesque landscape, the spectacular mountains and evergreen trees, is an 
experience in itself. But once you arrive, the Emerald City boasts a bevy of riches for curious minds-including a 
vibrant art and music scene, culturally diverse neighborhoods, a spectacular waterfront, wonderful mountain and 
water views-and the famous Space Needle. 

Corner 2: Los Angeles, the picturesque beaches of Santa Monica, tree-lined boulevards of Beverly Hills and, all 
those movie sets. A city that's ideal for driving, L.A. abounds with energy, glitz, culture and sunset beaches. When 
driving through, the question isn't what to do or see but where to begin. To get a true sense of the City of Angels, 
take a ride to soak in all of its attractions-including Venice Beach, the legendary Universal Studios, as well as such 
chic destinations as Bel Air, Beverly Hills and Rodeo Drive. Take a road trip to Napa Valley and enjoy some wine 
tasting and fine scenery. 

Corner 3: Orlando, whether you're traveling alone, with a friend or the entire family, Orlando is the perfect destination 
for a memorable trip and it's a place where vacation dreams do come true. You can plan a big trip to any one of the 
iconic theme parks (Walt Disney World® Resort, SeaWorld® Orlando and others). Beyond the theme parks, Orlando 
also boasts world-class resorts, all-season golf courses and some of the best shopping outlets on the planet. 

Corner 4: New York City, New York is truly the center of it all and with so much to see and do, you could spend a 
lifetime experiencing all the big city has to offer. But if you are driving through, there are a number of must-sees and 
do's, beginning with such iconic landmarks as Times Square, The Statue of Liberty, The Empire State Building and 
the Museum of Modern Art. Then be sure to give yourself some time to explore Central Park, and take in a Broadway 
show. When the sun goes down, experience a nightlife scene that you can't find anywhere else in the world. 


Make Avis Your Road Partner for a Great Vacation 


If you're hitting the states and taking your vacation on the road, here are four tips to make the most of your journey. 


AVIS'Sig nature 

SERIES 

1 . Arrive in style, no matter the 
destination with Signature Series 
including vehicles from Infiniti, 
BMW and Mercedes Benz. 


^GPS 

by Garmm“ 

2. Find the sights. Lose the traffic. 
You'll always know exactly just 
where you are and where you're 
going. Choose your destination 
and let the GPS get you there. 


Satellite Radio 

by SiriusXM* 

3. Your rock is ready to roll. Enjoy 
commercial-free music from almost 
every genre. Sports, news, talk, 
entertainment, traffic, weather and 
more with coast-to-coast coverage. 


@e-Toll 

4. More go. Less stop. Pay tolls 
electronically, skip long 
waits at the tollbooth and 
save time on your journey. 



These are optional services available at select locations, some for an additional fee. 



Take in the four 
corners of America. 

There's nothing like the freedom of seeing America 
from the open road. Embark on your journey, 
the way you want to go. 

For great offers, use AWD# A047904 at 
www.avis.com/travelandleisure or call 800 . 331 . 1 21 2 . 




Terms & Conditions: The savings of up to 15% applies to Avis Inbound leisure rates and is applicable only to the time and mileage charges of the rental. Offer does not apply to car group X. Optional products and refueling are extra. Please 
mention AWD# A047904 to take advantage of this offer. Offer is available to Inbound rentals at participating locations in the U.S. and Canada. Offer may not be used in conjunction with any other AWD number, promotion or offer. Discount 
valid on rentals booked before 12/31/2015 and checked out before 3/31/2016. Offer is subject to vehicle availability at the time of rental and may not be available on some rates at some times, including some online rates atAVIS.com. Car 
rental return restrictions may apply. Offer subject to change without notice. Holiday and other blackout periods may apply. Renter must meet Avis age, driver and credit requirements. Minimum age may vary by location. An additional daily 
surcharge may apply for renters under 25 years old. 

©2015 Avis Rent A Car System, LLC 


/ upgrade / 



The G4’s standout feature 
is, without a doubt, its 
powerful camera— the best 
one on the market. With a 
bigger aperture than any of 
its competitors, it turns 
out photos with impressive 
clarity and color, even in 
low-light situations. Bonus 
style points come courtesy 
of the supple leather back- 
ing. From $510, Lge.com. 


Slide it onto the corner of 
your iPhone 6 or 6 Plus, 
and the Olloclip acts as a 
wide-angle lens for your 
mobile camera, doubling 
your field of view and 
capturing robust street 
scenes and landscapes. 
Also included: a fish-eye 
lens and two macro lens- 
es for portraits and detail 
shots. $80, oLLocLip.com. 


The price tag and propor- 
tions of the latest Fire are 
well suited to children’s 
small hands, while integra- 
tion with Amazon Prime 
lets travelers of all ages 
access tons of free, down- 
loadable entertainment. 
You can use it to make 
movies, too, thanks to full 
lOSOp video capabilities. 
$99, amazon.com. 


This universal keyboard 
is just a quarter-inch 
thick and connects via 
Bluetooth to any Android 
or iOS device. We like it 
best for its mechanical 
keys, which are dramati- 
cally easier to use (and 
less prone to typos) than 
the touch pads you’ll com- 
monly find elsewhere. 

$70, Logitech.com. 


This 16.1-megapixel 
point-and-shoot camera is 
able to withstand water 
as deep as 43 feet, tem- 
peratures as cold as 14 
degrees, and environments 
as inhospitable as the sand- 
swept Sahara. It’s also 
great for video, even 
underwater, where most 
cameras falter. $300, 
panasonic.com. 
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INTRODUCING THE 

FAMILY TRAVEL ASSOCIATION 


From indelible memories, to family bonding and 
learning that lasts a lifetime— the benefits of family 
travel are endless. The Family Travel Association 

was created to inspire families to travel, promote 
child-friendly trips, simplify the planning process, 
and advocate travel as an essential part of every 
child’s education. 

Travel + Leisure has joined forces with the FTA 
to support this important initiative. We invite our 
marketing partners to get in on the action and tap 
into our exciting programs and opportunities. 


GET ON BOARD 

Visit FAMILYTRAVEL.ORG 


PASS ON 

YOUR LOVE OF TRAVEL 



To learn more, contact Rainer Jenss at rainer@FamilyTravel.org 





c 



SKULLCANDY GRIND 

These stylish headphones don't 
just stand out for being ultra- 
affordable. They offer punchy 
bass and audio so well defined 
you'll forget they lack noise 
cancellation. Plus, a flexible 
stainless steel headband and 
tangle-free cord make them 
virtually indestructible and easy 
to pack. $60, skullcandy.com. 

SAMSUNG GALAXY $6 EDGE 

The best all-around Android 
device to hit shelves this year, 
Samsung's latest debut gets its 
name from a display panel on 
its side that acts as an alarm clock 
on your nightstand. It also has 
adept front- and back-side cam- 
eras, a shatter-resistant Gorilla 
Glass screen, and a rapid charger 
that can give you four extra hours 
of battery life in 10 minutes flat. 
From $300, samsung.com. 

SDNYFDR-X1000VACTIDNCAM 

Mount it on your helmet, bike 
handlebars, or even your dog's 
harness and you'll document 
your adventures hands-free, with 
premium 4K definition, rich col- 
ors, and impressive video stabili- 
zation. $500, store.sony.com. 


150 
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PRESENTING 
THE NEW 
UNSTOPABLES 
COLLECTION 


WITH ULTRA 

LONG-LASTiLfe 

SCENTS 


Douri^. 

un 

OPflBLu 


SMELL LIKE THE lifeslyte YOU DESERVE 


un 

/TOPRBLE/ 

air • home • fabric 


^01 4P&G 


/upgrade/ 


REAL SIMPLE AND TRAVEL + LEISURE PRESENT 



YOUR PREFLIGHT CHECKLIST 

WHATEVER YOUR FINAL DESTINATION MAY BE, GETTING THERE WILL GO 
A LOT SMOOTHER WITH THESE 10 BEFORE-YOU-BOARD STRATEGIES. 


RAVELPREPlOl 


AT HOME 

Get fast-tracked. If you haven’t already, 

sign up for TSA PreCheck ($85 for 
five years; tsa.gov), which wiLL expedite 
you through security in more than 130 
domestic airports. Better yet, become a 
member of U.S. Customs & Border Pro- 
tection’s Global Entry program ($100 for 
five years; cbp.gov): you’ll get PreCheck 
and be able to zip through U.S. customs. 

Buy some peace of mind. Worried that 

a flight delay or cancellation will ruin a 
vacation? Berkshire Hathaway’s AirCare 
insurance ($25; bhtp.com) will reimburse 
you $50 for a delay of more than two 
hours, $250 if you miss a connection 
because of a delay, and $500 if your bag 
goes missing for more than 12 hours. The 
company tracks your flight status auto- 
matically and can issue some payments 
directly to a PayPal account. 

Stay up-to-the-minute. You shouldn’t 

depend on your airline to Let you know 
when there’s a delay. Sign up for text 
and e-mail alerts with an online flight- 
tracking service Like FlightStats (free; 
Android, iOS). Or manage your itinerary 
with TripIt Pro ($49 o year; Android, iOS), 
which comes with built-in alerts. 

Score a prime seat. Don’t want to pay 

extra for premium economy, and you’re 
not into ponying up for an aisle seat 
ahead of time? Then your best bet is 


to sign up with website ExpertFLyer, 
which alerts you when your seat of choice 
becomes available, so you can Log on 
and grab it. Use SeatGuru’s online cabin 
maps to help you pick. 

Check that your carry-on is really a 

carry-on. Some domestic carriers have 
started enforcing a 22" x 14" x 9" size 
Limit, which not all bags advertised as 
carry-ons meet. So if you want to avoid 
having to gate-check (and pay for) your 
bag, know your airline’s size restrictions 
before you Leave home. 

Size up your toiletries. Carry-on Liquids, 

gels, and aerosols have to be 3.4 fluid 
ounces or Less and fit in a clear, quart- 
size bag. Head to 3fLoz.com to find mini 
TSA-approved versions of more than 
60 brands. 

Dress smart. To move through airports 

with ease and emerge from a flight 
unrumpLed, stick to wrinkle-free fabrics, 
such as tight knits and wool. For over- 
night flights, a pair of Leggings or jeans 
with a bit of stretch go a Long way. And 
a good cashmere wrap or sweater is 
invaluable when facing the chill of an air- 
conditioned cabin. 



AT THE AIRPORT 

_ Know your way around. GateGuru 

(free; Android, iOS) will help you navigate 
terminals at some 200 airports around 
the world and point you wherever you 
need to go. Particularly handy during a 
Layover, the app Lists airport amenities 
and restaurant reviews. 

Stay connected. A Boingo account 

(from $4.98 a month) will keep you online 
at more than 50 airports across the 
globe. And if you set up a profile with the 
hot spot provider’s new Passpoint Secure 
service, you’ll get even faster connec- 
tions at a growing number of airports. 
(Tip: American Express Platinum card 
holders are eligible for free accounts.) 

Join the club. If you’re facing a Long 

Layover or extended delay, you can usu- 
ally get a day pass to a Lounge for $25 to 
$50— which often pays for itself in free 
Wi-Fi and food. Or consider a member- 
ship to an independent club. Like Priority 
Pass ($99 a year; priorityposs.com), 
which has 700 Lounges worldwide. 

ILLUSTRATION BY VALERO DOVAL 
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/AUGUST 2015/ The forever allure of the Amalfi Coast 
Splendor and salvation in the Democratic Republic of 

the Congo \ Delicious summer days on the coast of Maine 
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it should, as it always has. 
The terraced 


OPPOSITE: 
The terrace of 
Palazzo Avino, 
in Ravello. 


lemon and olive groves on near- vertical hillsides. 
The glittering cliff-top resorts, the pier-side 
tavernas, and the Cubist-painting town- 
scapes — Ravello, Amalfi, Praiano, Positano, 
Nerano — overlooking the Gulf of Salerno, nat- 
tily threaded together by one of the world’s most 
spectacular roads. If you’re returning after 
many seasons away, it will be just as you re- 
member it. And if you’re arriving on the Amalfi 
Coast for the very first time — lucky you — the 
very sight could make you laugh out loud at how 
absurdly, exactly right it all seems. 

La CostieraAmalfitana is both a location and 
a worldview, international shorthand for a life- 
style at once endlessly sophisticated and effort- 
lessly simple. It’s an easy mind-set to embrace, 
and a hard place to come down from. (Wherever 
you travel after this will inevitably pale in com- 
parison.) No matter: there’s always next year. 

I spent two weeks exploring the peninsula by 
bike, scooter, open-top cab, rented Mercedes, 
pedalo, inflatable dinghy, 1972 Riva speedboat, 
hydrofoil, yacht, water taxi, and in the muddy 
backseat of a farmer’s Fiat Panda. Searching for 
the people and places that define the costiera 
now, I revisited old classics and unearthed new 
and unsung favorites. Here are, in my opinion, 
the Amalfi Coast’s can’t-miss experiences. 

throwing back some sea urchin 

Take away Campania and Italy would be a sad, 
sorry place, not least at the table. Some of the 
finest iterations of essential Italian ingredients 
hail from the region around Amalfi: olives, figs, 
eggplants, peaches, carciofi, lemons, tomatoes. 
You will eat extremely well here if you resist the 
siren song of gussied-up northern Italian and 
stick to simple, fresh, Campanian cuisine. 

You will taste face-smackingly sharp wild 
arugula, the peppery O.G. stuff that makes less- 
er arugula seem like a chopped-up photocopy. 
You will discover the revelation of pezzogna, a 
moist and flaky spotted bream unique to these 
waters, which needs only a coaxing of flame, ol- 
ive oil, and lemon to make it leap from the plate. 

You will also be tempted to sample the local 


sea urchin, known as ricci di mare. Do not — 
repeat — do not embark on this lightly. The sea 
urchin here will spoil you on all shellfish for life. 
Sample one and you may wind up ditchingyour 
job and family, renting a seaside hut in Nerano, 
and learning to free-dive, subsisting on ricci 
alone. Eaten raw, they’ll knock your socks off (if 
you’re wearing socks, which you shouldn’t be). 
Even better: sea urchin with spaghetti, olive oil, 
and often slow-roasted tomato, the uni folded 
gently into the pasta to form a creamy, briny 
emulsion. (A pinch of peperoncino makes it 
sing.) Spaghetti con ricci di mare is Amalfi in a 
bowl and, thankfully, it’s near-ubiquitous here: 
try it at Lo Scoglio in Marina del Cantone, II 
Pirata in Praiano, and Acqua Pazza in Cetara. 

an afternoon among 
the fishermen of cetara 

The town of Cetara’s singularity is clear the mo- 
ment you enter the harbor, where fisherman’s 
dinghies jostle for position with tuna trawlers 
(and the occasional brave windsurfer). This is 
one of the last costiera towns where fishing, not 
tourism, is still the primary trade. Sloping up 
from the harbor to the hills, Cetara’s main street 
is lined with marine supply stores, crumbling 
ocher mansions, and dark, cavelike bars, out- 
side which sit men with sea-gouged, sun -blast- 
ed faces. (The town retains a confounding local 
dialect; some older residents don’t even speak 
standard Italian.) 

Prom the shady portico of Acqua Pazza, the 
town’s best restaurant, you can watch the 
Cetarese day unfold over alunch of all-local sea- 
food: tender orata (another sea bream), ricciola 
(amberjack), octopus, and, not least, alici (an- 
chovies). The alici caught off this coast are 
smaller and saltier than most, making them 
perfect fodder for Cetara’s renowned colatura, 
or anchovy oil. Layers of salted fish ferment for 
months inside chestnut barrels, producing a 
rich, amber-colored distillate as powerful as any 
Asian fish sauce. (Cetarese families exchange 
precious vials of colatura as Christmas gifts.) 
Acqua Pazza’s owner, Gennaro Castiello, makes 


158 











A table setting at the 
seafood restaurant Lo 
Scoglio, in Marina del 
Cantone. OPPOSITE: 
Paccheri with tomato 
and tuna from Da Adolfo, 
at Laurito Cove. 





hanging with the pool guys 
at hotel Santa caterina, amaLfi 


OPPOSITE: The pool 
deck at the Hotel Santa 
Caterina, in Amalfi. 


and sells a fine colatura himself, a few drops of 
which can and should be added to every dish on 
the menu, from the anchovy crostini to the cru- 
do dipesce with oysters, amberjack, and sweet 
white shrimp. 

a martini at paLazzo avino, ravelLo 

The venerable Palazzo Sasso hotel has gone 
through some changes of late: it’s now the 
Palazzo Avino, and is run by the charming 
Mariella Avino, eldest daughter of the original 
owner. Next door to the glammed-out Belmond 
Hotel Caruso, the more intimate Avino still 
holds prime vantage, with views of both moun- 
tains and sea. Now there’s a chic spot to take it all 
in: the hotel’s Lobster & Martini Bar, a breezy 
terrace with a raw bar and a list of lOO cocktails. 
There’s no finer perch in Ravello, especially 
when the strains of violas waft over from 
nearby Villa Rufolo during the summer-long 
Ravello Festival. 

getting lost in the maze of atrani 

One of the coast’s great unsung villages — 
among the smallest municipalities in Italy, with 
only 1,000 residents — lies around the bluff 
from crowded Amalfi, which busies itself obliv- 
ious to its sleepy neighbor. Atrani is used to be- 
ing overlooked: the main coastal road sails right 
over it, three stories up, at eye level with the 
church clock tower. Walking here from Amalfi, 
you drop through a trapdoor-like opening in 
the overpass, from which a stairwell cork- 
screws down to Atrani’s minuscule piazzetta. 
From the scalloped-stone sidewalk you can 
hear the Dragone River rushing underneath 
to the sea, and scarcely detect the whoosh of 
traffic above. 

The townscape resembles a pile of Jenga 
blocks that were tossed down the hillside by 
some hell-bent medieval baby. Atrani is not as 
fastidiously maintained as its wealthier neigh- 
bors, and that’s integral to its charm. The upper 
reaches are a mapmaker’s nightmare and a 
traveler’s dream; you can lose yourself for hours 
in the labyrinth of staircases and narrow pas- 
saggi, just you and the cats weaving among the 
laundry lines. Down on the sun-drenched shore 
it may be stiflingly hot, but up in these shaded 
alleyways, the air is cool, and the world is quiet. 


Other hotels dispatch guests to public spiaggi or 
to satellite beach clubs; the iii-year-old Santa 
Caterina is one of the only luxe properties with 
direct sea access. And what a spot it is: lo stories 
below the lobby (reachable by a glass elevator 
worthy of a Bond villain), the HSC pool deck may 
be the most transformative 2,000 square feet in 
Amalfi. Even uptight guests — and there are a 
few — are rendered spaghetti- soft within min- 
utes of arrival. 

The attendants are half the reason. While the 
staff upstairs are old-school formal — like Pino, 
the maitre d’, in his black dinner jacket, and the 
hotel pianist, also named Pino, glissandoing his 
way through “Arthur’s Theme” — the pool guys 
josh around like a coupla Bensonhurst standups, 
all tan and buff in their insigniapolos. “Gianluca! 
Sergio! Perfavore, another Shakerato!” the ladies 
cry, batting eyes at their game hosts, who grin as 
if they can’t believe their luck, working in a place 
like this. Smallwonder nobody wants to leave. 

a Long, Lazy day 
onthierocKSinpraiano 

Midway between Amalfi and Positano, un-flashy 
Praiano — population 2,069 — is as tall as it is 
wide, its dwellings clinging like mollusks to the 
slopes of 3,500-foot Monte Tre Pizzi. Tucked into 
a ravine at the base of the mountain is a natural 
harbor with a fine cove beach. And set right above 
it, on a series of platforms built into the rocks, is 
the restaurant II Pirata — the Pirate — where the 
vibe is relaxed and the setting luxurious. 

You’ll have to walk the long, winding path 
down from the parking lot; once you’re here 
you’ll want to hang around all day, hiking 
around the cove, swimming in the blue-green 
sea, then drying off over lunch at II Pirata. 
Owners Vera and Rino Milano know exactly 
what you crave in this setting, this weather: 
caper- studded snapper with roasted patate; 
cuttlefish with walnut, celery, andradicchio; the 
aforementioned spaghetti with sea urchin; cold 
local wine; and a chummy waiter who, after the 
crowd thins out, might pull up a chair to help 
you finish that bottle of Marisa Cuomo Fiorduva. 

(Continued on page 182) 
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O FOR MORE EXTRAORDINARY IMAGES OF 
THE AMALFI COAST, VISIT TANDL. ME/AMALFI. 




A ranger on 
patroL in Virunga 
National Park. 
OPPOSITE:'A vaLLey 
in the Rwenzori 
Mountains, known 
as Moi|ntains of 
|he Moon. 
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There's a bottle 
being fought at the 
heart of Africa, 
where rebel 
insurgents and the 
hunt for oil threaten 
Virunga Notional 
Park's precious 
mountain gorillas. 
Sophy Roberts 
reports on the 
'pioneers Who, 
by invitinfg the world 
in, ore helping to 
save one of 
the planet's most 
extraordinary 
ecosystems. 

Photographs by 
Tom Porker 


- 






r 





it-^1 








lS3A.H.ONIliON[ESSNIGIIllNIll[D[ii:BWIC 

BEPOBLICOF 





BIETOSIEE 


D 



Perhaps it was the altitude. I was camped on the lip of a 
volcano at 11,400 feet, my mattress protected from the 
elements by a small A-frame hut. Far below. Mount 
Nyiragongo’s stew of lava glowed redder than blood. 
Growing restless, I got up and sat as close to the mile- 
wide crater as I dared, just a few feet from the edge. The 
wind whipped at my layers as I stared down into the 
swirling liquid, its surface a mosaic of steam and bub- 
bles that sporadically spit and burst. 

There beside Nyiragongo’s vast bowl, I couldn’t 
forget what had come before, the last time the volcano 
blew. It can, at times, contain a higher volume of lava 
than any other crater in the world, and when it exploded 
on January 17, 2002, lava flooded down its slopes in a 
stream that in places grew to more than half a mile wide. 
Unstoppable, it made its way to Goma, 12 miles away, 
at a time when the city, deep in the midst of civil war, 
already looked like hell on earth. More than a tenth of the 
city was destroyed, 400,000 people were evacuated, and 
whole communities were left homeless. 

If it felt like I was sitting beside the earth’s volatile, 
beating heart, in many ways I was. Mount Nyiragongo is 
one of two active volcanoes in a string of eight known 


collectively as the Virungas. This mighty range straddles 
three countries and forms the divide between English- 
and French-speaking Africa. The mountains are pro- 
tected by three contiguous reserves: Volcanoes National 
Park in Rwanda, Mgahinga Gorilla National Park in 
Uganda, and Virunga National Park in the eastern DRC. 
Between them, they cover some 3,000 square miles of 
territory at Africa’s geographical center. They are also a 
key continental watershed, their springs feeding both 
the Congo and the Nile rivers. All this makes the 
Virungas the regional axis around which everything 
seems to turn, with the area contained within the DRC 
the wildest and most undiscovered of all. 

The eastern DRC is one the world’s richest sources 
of gold, diamonds, and tantalum, a mineral used to 
make mobile phones. It is also thought to contain 
enormous untapped oil reserves. (The controversial 
plans of a London-based oil and gas company called 
SOCO International to explore Virunga were revealed in 
Virunga, a compelling documentary nominated for an 
Academy Award this year.) There are numerous ethnic 
tensions in the area, where groups joined by ethnicity or 
history have been split by random borders drawn up by 
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the Virunga region’s former German, Belgian, and British 
colonizers. There is also huge population pressure: more 
than 1,000 people per square mile live on the southern 
periphery of Virunga National Park — a density higher than 
that of Belgium. 

This combination of complex governance across borders 
and pressure on natural resources — much of them con- 
tained within areas set aside for conservation — is a major 
source of the DRC’s multilayered conflict. It all came to a 
head in 1994, when ethnic tension exploded into genocide in 
neighboring Rwanda. Up to a million people died in a period 
of six months, with refugees spilling over into the DRC (then 
known as Zaire). With them came some of the perpetra- 
tors — Rwanda’s Interahamwe Hutu killing gangs, which 
began attacking groups aligned with Rwanda and Uganda. 

In 1996, these countries responded by invading. This was 
the First Congo War, which ousted Zaire’s president, 
Mobutu Sese Seko. When the new leader, Laurent Kabila, 
failed to stem ethnic tension in the country, Uganda and 
Rwanda invaded again, in what was to become the Second 
Congo War. This officially ended in July 2003. It was an 
extended period of anarchy, one in which rebel militias 
thrived. Though a 2013 UN mission had some success in 
subduing the insurgents, some are still based in the DRC. 
They subsist on any kind of extractive industry, from 
poaching to illegal fishing, and their activities often seep 

(Continued on page 184) 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: An orphaned mountain gorilla at the 
Senkwekwe Center, home to the only three mountain gorillas ourrently 
living in oaptivity; the orater of Mount Nyiragongo, whioh is more than 
a mile wide and frequently oontains more lava than any other voloano on 
earth; the view from the oookpit on a helioopter safari over Virunga 
National Park; lunoh on the veranda at Mikeno Lodge; rangers patrolling 
Mount Nyiragongo; one of a series of pristine water holes in Virunga 
National Park, as seen from a helioopter safari. 


O EXPERIENCE A HELICOPTER SAFARI OVER VIRUNGA 
NATIONAL PARK AT TANDL.ME/VIRUNGAVIDEO. 
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Sea-urchin husks and 


Maine’s mid-coast. 


oyster shells found on 


North Haven island, off 


OPPOSITE: Ferry Road 


Beach, in Scarborough, 


just outside Portland. 
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' artisanal craftsmanship, and smaLL-town 


virtues aren't anything to brag about— theyVe 




just the way things have always been 


BY HEATHER SMITH MacISAAC PHOTOGRAPHS BY ANDREW ROWAT 




If the U.S. were a 

pantry cupboard 

and the states its stock, 

northern New England would be the bouillon cubes: reliable, sustaining, 
distilled. This is territory where information is need-to-know, expressions 
are pointed, and small talk means a minimum of words. Just look at the 
iconic slogans. Compared with “Vermont, naturally” and New Hampshire’s 
“Live Free or Die,” Maine’s “The Way Life Should Be” is almost effusive. 

Not that a Mainer would ever make such a declaration. The belief in let- 
ting hard work speak for itself — paired with that ruggedly beautiful coast 
and its balsam- scented air — has drawn me here time and again over the 
years. And today, stepping from an ever-faster-spinning world into one 
where the brakes are so consciously applied makes the destination more 
intoxicating than ever. On my most recent visit, as I drove through south- 
ern and mid-coast Maine, and I connected the dots between entrepreneurs, 
artists, and chefs, one thingbecame clear. Native or not, all these enterpris- 
ing people have an undying dedication to their steadfast communities. 

Take Tony Elliott. His Snug Harbor Farm nursery in Kennebunk is 
known by serious gardeners and design devotees, but not because he has 
ever advertised. Snug Harbor is unique partly because it stays open year- 
round, but mostly because Elliott grows nearly all of his own plants — 
notably topiary and, more recently, succulents. 

Elliott did what one does in Maine: start small and keep moving rocks, 
actual and virtual, out of the way. Over the course of 25 years, he restored a 
broken-down 1850s farmhouse and various sheds spread over three acres 
on Western Avenue, the main road that leads from Kennebunk into 
Kennebunkport. Snug Harbor is now a stylish but unfussy campus, a place 
where you can easily lose two hours wandering from the inviting shop to 
one immaculate greenhouse after the other. 

Of course, it helps that Elliott is a magnetic character: you see a crowd, 
and his silver hair is bound to be at the center of it. “Maine is harsh,” he told 
me. “Brutal winters and luscious summers. But there’s a raw beauty, an 
honesty to it.. .and to the people.” Elliott knows about Mainers’ honesty — 
they are quick to remind him that, despite his years in Kennebunk, he’s still 
aflatlander, someone “from away.” (In his case, the Midwest.) It’s alabelhe 
has come to accept. “You will never be part of the family,” he says. “But their 
loyalty is immense.” 

Many flatlanders, like Tim Harrington, whose family vacationed in 
Cape Porpoise, just north of Kennebunkport, first encountered Maine as 
children. The imprint went deep. Harrington is the cofounder of the 
Kennebunkport Resort Collection, a group of boutique hotels and resorts 
that has raised the bar for accommodations in this traditional coastal town. 
His most radical move, in a place famous for its sandy beaches, may have 
been to build a property a mile and a half into the woods. 

Hidden Pond is aluxurious compound of 36 stand-alone cottages, stag- 
gered along dirt roads looping through birch trees. Each dwelling has its 
own outdoor shower (nice), gas fireplace (nicer), and screened-in porch 



^ The house station 
wagon, whioh shulitLes 
^ guests to the beach 
and around the (a 
pb^perty.iat Hidden 
^bncJ Resort, 
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FROM TOP: Hidden 
Pond’s private dining 
shed; Snug Harbor 
Farm owner Tony 
EUiott with two of his 
poodles, Bonnie 
and Albert. OPPOSITE, 
CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP LEFT: On 
the ferry from 
Rookland to North 
Haven island; Winslow 
Homer’s studio, in 
Prouts Neok; 
around the bonfire 
at Hidden Pond; 
a looal outside 
Calderwood Hall, on 
North Haven island. 
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(super nice, and essential). Despite the name, there isn’t much of a pond. 
But the guests — mostly couples, and a few families when I was there — do 
have two heated pools, morning yoga, and nightly bonfires (s’mores in- 
cluded) as consolation. This is comfort of Maine’s highest order, summer 
camp for those who bunked in wooden cabins as kids and have returned to 
plush mattresses dressed in Frette linens. 

At the resort’s Earth restaurant, chef Justin Walker shuttles lobsters 
straight from his father-in-law’s boat to the wood-fired roasting oven, 
where they emerge as some of the most tender, smoky nuggets of meat I’ve 
ever tasted. I was not the only fan. A well-heeled crowd, diverse in age, filled 
the rustic dining hall. Despite the woodsy decor — log slices acting as 3-D 
wallpaper, a thousand tiny lights caught in branches overhead — this was 
a polished group, as glittery as it gets in Maine. Outside, what I mistook for 
abouncerwas abeefy manager of keys. Valet parking? In Kennebunkport? 
It had arrived, but at least it was operating covertly in the woods. 

If Hidden Pond is the upstart, the Black Point Inn, 45 minutes farther 
north, is the dowager. A grand Shingle Style hotel built in the late 19th cen- 
tury, it is the only hotel that remains on Prouts Neck, a tricornered spit of 
land otherwise populated by private old-money cottages. Tradition en- 
dures within its walls, with dinner served in the white -tablecloth Point 





FROM TOP: The 
restaurant at Nebo 
Lodge, on North 
Haven; North 
Haven oysters on 
the half shell with 
ohampagne 
mignonette at 
Nebo Lodge. 
OPPOSITE: Chef 
Erin Frenoh’s Lost 
Kitohen, in the 
town of Freedom. 


Restaurant — collared shirt required — from 6 to 
8 p.m., a time I associate more with cocktail 
hour. Such a schedule works when gin and tonics 
are available all day. 

I settled for an iced tea on the porch while 
waiting for Kristen Levesque from the Portland 
Museum of Art. She had agreed to take me to 
Winslow Homer’s seaside studio, a five -minute 
drive around the peninsula from the inn. The 
only way to visit the cottage is through the mu- 
seum, which drives you there in a Mercedes van, 
and then only on Mondays and Fridays in the 
summer, when the local doyennes are in resi- 
dence. Fronts Neck is all about polite control. 

Homer, a Boston native, may have been “from away,” but Maine proud- 
ly lays claim to him. Little of his work remains at the dark, handsome stu- 
dio, but Levesque pointed out things that reveal the man — his signature 
scratched into a windowpane, the second-floor balcony that allowed him 
to sketch in inclement weather, a ladder stretching up to an even higher 
platform from which to study the sea. 

Legend has it that his four favorite words were mindyour own business. 
Homer’s withdrawal, I learned, was not the behavior of a curmudgeon but 
that of awounded man, still carrying with him the horror he had witnessed 
as an illustrator reporting from the front lines of the Civil War. His studio 
is full of a calm, idiosyncratic charm, but the seascapes he painted in Maine 
are his wildest work, PTSD expressed in roiling swells and crashing surf. 

For all its severity, Maine can be a balm. It offered Homer a chance to 
focus on his work for the last 25 years of his life, to be inspired by nature. 
Alison Evans, a ceramicist with a studio half an hour north in Yarmouth 
and, as of this year, a large, modern showroom farther up the coast in the 
tourist beacon of Boothbay Harbor, settled in Maine for the same reason. 
As they did for Homer, walks along the shore proved fruitful for Evans, 
who makes what she sees: sea creatures. In her standout “Oyster Series,” 
the tableware mimics the mille-feuille ridges and bumps of its outer 
shell and captures the pearlescent sheen of its smooth interior. 

Eventide Oyster Co., a Portland oyster bar the way an oyster bar 
should be, showcases Evans’s work. Her largest shell piece to date is the 
restroom sink. On the counter, teetering stacks of her plates lie next to a 

(Continued on page 180) 
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the Details 


ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA 

[A Little Wonder Down 
Under p.ll8) 

HOTELS 

Franklin Hotel This 19th-century 
pub now has seven industrial-chic 
rooms— No. 6 is the quietest, and 
one of the Largest, thefronktin 
hoteLcom.au; doubles from $115. 
Majestic Minima Hotel Each 
room here is decorated with a 
mural by a different local artist. 
minimohotel.com. ou: doubles 
from $80. 

The Watson It has fantastic hill 
views and dot paintings by indig- 
enous artist Tommy Watson. 
ortserieshotels.com. ou; doubles 
from $112. 

RESTAURANTS AND BARS 

Africola The African menu makes 
use of Australia's best produce, 
paired with exceptional local wine. 
ofricolo.com. ou; entrees $27-$55. 

Clever Little Tailor Order a 
Negroni and a board of charcuterie 
at this intimate bar. cleverlittle 
toilor.com.au. 

Coffee Branch The cafe that 
kick-started the city's creative 
resurgence, coffeebronch.com. 


Kokumi Koku is Japanese for 
"rich," and mi means "taste," a 
befitting name for the sublime 
pork-and-chive dumplings alone. 
kokumi. com. ou; entrees $12-$13. 
Maybe Mae It may be hard to 
find the door (push the wooden 
paneling at the base of the stairs) 
at this underground speakeasy- 
style bar, Adelaide's top spot 
for a nightcap, maybemae.com. 
Orana Chef Jock Zonfrillo's 
innovative menu highlights ingredi- 
ents from the outback, restaurant 
orana.com; prix fixe $121. 

Sad Cafe The place to see and be 
seen in the hip East End. sodcofe. 
com.au. 

ACTIVITIES 

Adelaide Botanic Garden An 

idyllic space filled with rare native 
plants, botanicgardens.sa.gov.au. 
Adelaide Central Market Eighty 
stalls for local provisions, wine 
and cheese tastings, cooking 
classes, and more under one roof. 
odeloidecentrolmorket.com.au. 
Anne & Gordon Samstag 
Museum of Art Contemporary 
Australian and international art 
in an architectural wonder, uniso. 
edu. ou/samstagmuseum. 




AMALFI COAST, ITALY 

(Ciao, Amalfi! p.l56] 

HOTELS 

Belmond Hotel Caruso An 

11th-century palace set on a 
Limestone bluff overlooking the 
sea. Rovello; belmond.com; 
doubles from $947. 

Hotel Santa Caterina You can 
spend all day at the legendary 
pool deck at this AmaLfi grande 
dame, hotelsantacaterina.it; 
doubles from $655. 

Le Sirenuse Positano's iconic 
property, with sweeping views and 
a timeless style, sirenuse.it; 
doubles from $694. 

Palazzo Avino Ravello's most 
intimate and best-sited hotel. 
polozzoovino.com; doubles 
from $441. 

Villa Tre Ville Fifteen exclusive 
suites in the former Positano 
estate of director Franco Zeffirelli. 
villotreville.com; doubles from 
$1,660. 


RESTAURANTS 

Acqua Pazza A must-hit spot; 
don't miss the house-made cola- 
turo (anchovy oil). Cetoro; ocquo 
pozzo.it; entrees $14-$33. 
A’Paranza A convivial subterra- 
nean dining room is the backdrop 
for excellent seafood. Atroni; 
ristoranteparanza.com; entrees 
$22-$39. 

Casa Mele What it lacks in a view 
it makes up for in terrific, contem- 
porary Campanian dishes. Positono; 
cosomele.com; entrees $27-$33. 

Da Adolfo Go for the food 
(octopus salad, figs with prosciut- 
to) and stay for the beach at 
this refreshingly Laid-back place. 
Laurito Cove; doodolfo.com; 
entrees $ll-$20. 

Da Vincenzo Pitch-perfect clas- 
sics in a rustic setting. Positono; 
dovincenzo.it; entrees $17-$33. 

Don Alfonso 1890 A Michelin- 
starred restaurant turning 
out sophisticated Campanian 
food since 1973. SontAgoto sui 


Due Golfi; donolfonso.com; 
entrees $50-$99. 

II Pirata The place for Laid-back 
Lunches above a fine cove beach 
midway between AmaLfi and 
Positano. Praiano; ristoranteil 
piroto.net; entrees $19-$33. 

Lo Scoglio A decades-old institu- 
tion renowned for simple, delicious 
seafood. Morino del Contone; hotel 
loscoglio.com; entrees $22-$88. 

STORE 

Emporio Sirenuse Bring home 
the whimsical, effortless style of 
Le Sirenuse with goods from this 
clothing and design store by Carla 
Sersale, the hotel owner's wife. 
Positono; emporiosirenuse.com. 

TRAVEL ADVISOR 

T+L A-List agent Emily FitzRoy 
knows every corner, cove, 
and secret alleyway of this 
Italian region. She can create a 
bespoke itinerary to suit any 
taste, bellinitrovel.com. 
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DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
OF THE CONGO 

[Forces of Nature p. 164] 

GETTING THERE 

The Long-shuttered Goma airport 
has recently reopened, and is 
primarily served by Ethiopia 
Airlines. (A broader range of flights 
is coming soon.) 

VISAS AND SECURITY 

Apply for a visa at visitvirunga.org, 
where the $105 fee can be paid 
online, or via a U.S. -based service 
such as Travel Document Systems 
(traveldocs.com). At press time, 
the U.S. State Department warned 
of "continued insecurity in eastern 
DRC." There is no question the area 
remains volatile. Travelers looking 
to assess the risk at a local Level 
can contact visit(a)virunga.org. 

HOTELS 

The three camps in Virunga 
National Park— Mikeno (doubLes 
from $325), Bukima (doubLes from 
$325), and Nyiragongo (doubles 
from $500)— are best combined in 
a weeklong circuit. Mikeno is the 
most luxurious and offers access to 
the gorilla orphanage. Bukima is 
styled after a classic East African 
mobile safari, with simple tents and 
bucket showers. Nyiragongo has the 
best location of the three, set right 
on the volcano, though travelers 
need to provide their own sleeping 
bags and food, visitvirungo.org. 

TOUR OPERATOR 
Geographic Expeditions special- 
ists StarLa Estrada and Kate Doty 
can customize a complete end- 
to-end itinerary, including flights, 
transfers, permits, and guides. 
Gorilla visits are incorporated 
into each trip; on special request, 
Estrada and Doty can also arrange 
helicopter excursions in the region 
via Tropic Air Kenya, geoex.com; 
two-night trips from $8,000. 



MAINE 

[Life in the Slow Lane 

p.170] 

WHEN TO GO 

Peak season runs mid-June 
through August. Outside of 
the mid-coast and Portland, 
many hotels and restaurants 
shut down from November 
through April. 

HOTELS 

Chebeague Island Inn This 
Landmark Greek Revival 
hotel built in the 1880s has 
been fuLLy modernized by 
the Prentice family. The airy, 
whitewashed rooms all feature 
local art. Chebeague island; 
chebeagueislandinn.com; 
doubles from $180. 

Hidden Pond Thirty-six well- 
appointed cottages set on 60 
forested acres offering every- 
thing from nature walks to 
morning yoga. Kennebunkport; 
hiddenpondmoine.com; bunga- 
lows from $779. 

Nebo Lodge Amanda 
HaLLoweLL's farm-to-table fare 
has put this charming nine-room 
inn, set on a sleepy three-miLe- 
wide isle, on the map for foodies. 
North Haven island; nebolodge. 
com; doubles from $150. 

Press Hotel Portland's first 
boutique hotel gives a nod to 
its former life as a newspaper 
office, with vintage-style desks 
in the 110 contemporary rooms 
and the Inkwell Bar. thepress 
hotel.com; doubles from $299. 
Tides Beach Club This 
coLorfuL 21-room hotel has 
a prime location fronting 
Goose Rocks Beach— and two 
suites designed by Jonathan 


Adler. Kennebunkport; tides- 
beochcLubmoine.com; doubLes 
from $419. 

RESTAURANTS AND BARS 
Calderwood Hall A low-key 
pizza joint in an oLd grange hall, 
with a market that gets raves 
for both its quality and presen- 
tation. North Haven Island; 
colderwoodhall.com; pizzas 
$15-$28. 

Eventide Oyster Co. This 
buzzy oyster bar does excellent 
New England clambakes and 
whoopie pies. Portland; eventide 
oysterco.com; entrees $5-$22. 
Lost Kitchen Chef Erin French's 
seasonal, farm-to-table menus 
change daily. Call way ahead for 
reservations; the restaurant's 
Facebook page sometimes posts 
Last-minute openings. 22 Mill St., 
Freedom; 207-382-3333; 
entrees $24-$39. 

Salt Water Farm A laid-back 
spot offering simple, hearty 
dishes (cheeseburgers, chowder, 
perfectly roasted chicken) on a 


deck overlooking Penobscot Bay. 
Rockport Harbor; soltwoterform. 
com; entrees $13-$26. 

ACTIVITIES 

Alison Evans Ceramic Gallery 

The artist sells her moLLusk- 
and oyster-inspired plates, 
bowls, and teapots at her 
stores in Boothbay Flarbor and 
Yarmouth, oeceromics.com. 
Snug Harbor Farm A favorite 
among avid gardeners, Tony 
Elliott's sprawling nursery is a 
manicured maze of topiaries, 
trees, and shrubs. Kennebunk; 
snughorborform.com. 

Turner Farm Stock up on 
organic goat cheese and fresh 
produce at the farm stand 
and creamery before heading 
out to hike North Flaven Island. 
turner-form.com. 

Winslow Homer Studio The 
Portland Museum of Art offers 
tours of the artist's seaside 
cottage; space is limited, so it's 
best to book ahead. Prouts Neck; 
portlandmuseum.org. 



BUYER’S GUIDE 


COVER 

Norma Kamali bikini top, $175, and bottom, $175 (Normo 
Komoli, 11 1/1/ 56th St, N.Y.C.; 212-957-9797; normokomoli 
collection.com). 


GOLDEN HOUR p.32 

Rolex (rolex.com); Burberry (877 -217 -4085; burberry.com); 
Cartier (Cartier stores; 800-227-8437; cortier.us); A. Lange & 
Sohne (olonge-soehne.com); Hermes (Hermes stores; 800- 
441-4488; hermes.com). 



(Maine, continued from page 176) 

thick slab of rough granite filled with 
ice and cradling at any one time a 
dozen and a half varieties of bivalves. 
(The stacks go down fast: Eventide 
jams through 10,000 oysters a week 
during the summer season.) 

Portland is the cornucopia of Maine 
upended and poured into one place, a 
city that has more and better eating 
options than most states, making it 
worthy of a several- day commitment. 
It’s also thriving, as developments like 
the millennial-geared Press Hotel 
open in the cobblestoned Old Port 
district. But I was just doing a flyby, 
which suited Eventide — an unassum- 
ing two-room space whose windows 
overlook Middle Street — perfectly. In 
10 minutes I had downshifted from 
speeding on I-295 to a stool at the 
counter, where the seats turn over as 
fast as the plates. Even faster, a Dirty 
Dirty Martini, made unclean by brine, 
was before me. A dozen oysters, cool 
and flinty fresh, followed, accompa- 
nied by a checklist identifying what 
was what. I starred three that I liked: 
Dodge Cove, John’s River, and Glidden 
Point. Their distinct flavors expressed 
the aquatic version of terroir. 

To have one great meal on a trip is a 
reasonable prospect; to have several is 
a windfall, as was my last-minute 
reservation for the Saturday- night 
set-menu dinner at the Lost Kitchen, a 
90 -minute drive north of Portland. 
Through a downpour, I made my way 
across a well-lit footbridge to the 
restored 19th-century gristmill and 
restaurant that has knit chef Erin 
Erench to her hometown of Ereedom, 
population 719. Since opening last 
summer, her BYOB spot (there’s a 
wine shop downstairs) has become a 
cult favorite for foodies, who happily 
make the road trip to this rural village 
inland from the city of Belfast. 

On this late summer evening, as 
the sky darkened and surrendered to 


candlelight, the mostly middle-aged 
group (though it’s hard to tell in 
Maine, since no woman here colors 
her hair) settled in at two- and four- 
tops circling a central communal 
table. All heads swiveled to attention 
as Erench stepped away from the stove 
to lead us through the evening’s 
seasonal American menu, speaking 
with such earnestness you could hear 
the timbers squeak. With her trim 
apron and blond bangs, she was as 
winsome as a storybook mom, but also 
clearly the real deal — a talented 
self-taught cook, full of heart and 
charged with energy. 

Erench devotes some 90 hours a 
week to producing what she calls “love 
on a plate.” Mornings start with 
farmers texting her pictures of what’s 
available right now: buttery duck, 
plump plums, pullet eggs that have 
only to travel a dirt path. It’s then that 
she composes her menu, working 
with her mostly female staff — many 
of them the suppliers — to get it to 
the tables. 

“There’s a timeless quality to life 
here,” Erench said. “The strength of 
community has never left.” That’s also 
what lured chef Annemarie Ahearn — 
whose culinary trail has wound 
through New York City, Paris, and 
Barcelona — back to Maine. Nowhere 
else can she find the wild lowbush 
blueberries that she picked as a child. 
After relocating to her family’s water- 
front farm on Penobscot Bay, she 
established a cooking school there, 
and then later, “Pull Moon” suppers. 
These festive dinners blossomed two 
years ago into Salt Water harm, a 
restaurant down the road in Rockport. 

Ahearn’s place occupies the sort of 
stalwart brick building that is the 
proud sentinel of nearly every small 
town in Maine. It’s a hub all day long, 
the sunny front counter and back 
dining room pulling in tourists and 
Rockport sailors with littleneck 
chowder and New England brown 
bread. The crew is equally diverse, 
chefs trading intense experiences at 
Pat Duck and Blue Hill for more 
intimate, soulful labor. Provisioners 
are honored on a wall-hung chalk- 
board. The night I was there, the 
collaboration came to fruition in a 
simple chicken dish. Commonwealth 
Unity Parm supplied the free-range 


hen, head chef Sam Richman the skill 
in brining and roasting. 

Eor those who weather year-round 
life on the islands, self-sufficiency and 
self- containment have always been 
constants. The 350 permanent resi- 
dents of North Haven, a pine-dotted, 
three -mile -wide isle in cobalt 
Penobscot Bay, had gotten along fine 
for generations without many inns 
with restaurants or full bars. 

But then Nebo Lodge arrived in 
2006. Now, a small but steady stream 
of visitors, suitcases in tow, comes off 
the hour-long ferry from Rockland 
and walks through North Haven’s 
postage-stamp-size town. During my 
stay, I saw locals jockeying with 
travelers for a seat at the tiny bar, on 
the porch, or in one of the three cheery 
dining rooms. We were all tasting 
change in the form of Snake Eye pisco 
cocktails and roasted pork belly with 
fresh ricotta — and loving it. 

Nebo began as a family-and- 
friends affair. Congresswoman Chellie 
Pingree rescued an abandoned 
Victorian house, furnishing the nine 
bright rooms with textiles and rugs by 
native daughter Angela Adams. Pamily 
friend Amanda Hallowell launched 
the ambitious bar and restaurant, 
which serves everything from salads 
garnished with flowers to ginger-tofu 
hdnhmij and now works alongside 
Pingree’s daughter, Hannah, in 
running things. 

Two-hundred-year-old Turner 
Parm supplies Nebo with nearly all 
that it needs, and has its own follow- 
ing now that it hosts barn suppers and 
lobster bakes in the summer. Donald 
Sussman, Chellie’s husband, brought 
Turner into the 21st century by adding 
greenhouses that keep the organic- 
produce tap flowing all year long. 
Hannah’s sister, Cecily, and Amanda’s 
sister, Jessie, took advantage of the 
wider audience and recently opened 
Calderwood Hall, a brick-oven pizza 
restaurant with an adjacent market. 

Being intensely local has given all 
three places attention far beyond 
expectation. By concentrating on their 
best resources, these Mainers have 
turned the circle of life into a ring of 
gold. This is Maine not the way life 
should be but the way life can be and, 
for many “lucky” hard workers, is. You 
will just never get them to say so. O 
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TO REQUEST FREE INFORMATION, VISIT TRAVEL + LEISURE 
EXPLORER ONLINE AT TLEXPLORER.COM 
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TextTLAUG 13 to 41411 

1 . Destination Molokai Visitors Bureau 

Explore the beauty and history of 
Molokai. 800-800-6367 
molokai-hawaii.com 


2 . Halekulani Chosen by Travel + Leisure 
readers as a top hotel in the World's 
Best Awards every year since the 
survey's inception. 
halekulani.com 


3 . Hawai'i, the Big Island There's more 
to Hawai'i Island than you think. 
#LetHawaiiHappen 
gohawaii.com/hawaii-island 


4 . The Hawaiian Islands There's more to 
the Hawaiian Islands than you think. 
#LetHawaiiHappen 
gohawaii.com 


5 . Hyatt Regency Waikiki Beach Resort 

and Spa Welcome to a new Waikiki 
and experience newly remodeled 
rooms at Hyatt Regency Waikiki. 
With 1,230 newly remodeled rooms, 
celebrated chefs and award winning 
spa, Hyatt is the ideal location for 
those who want it all. 
waikiki.hyatt.com 


6 . Kaanapali Beach Hotel Hawaii's Most 
Hawaiian Hotel 800.262.8450 


7 . Kaua'i Visitors Bureau Download your 
free visitors guide at kauaidiscovery.com 


8 . Lanai Visitors Bureau Discover 

adventure and the luxury of this tropical 
paradise. 800.947.4774 
visitlanai.net 


9 . Maui Visitors and Convention Bureau 

Let spontaneity be your tour guide 
on Maui. 800.525.MAUI (6284) 
visitmaui.com 


10 . O ahu There's more to O'ahu than you 
think. #LetHawaiiHappen 
visit-oahu.com 


Outrigger Hotels and Resorts 

Heartfelt hospitality is the Outrigger 
way. 800-688-7444 
outrigger.com 


11 . Prince Resorts Hawaii Every Prince 
is oceanfront. Most every room is 
oceanview. 866.774.6236 
princeresortshawaii.com 


12 . Wailea Beach Villas, A Destination Luxury 
Hotel Maui's most exclusive beachfront 
resort offers two- to five-bedroom 
luxury villas on famed Wailea Beach. 
866.901.5204 
waileabeachvillas.com 


13 . Please send me all items listed under 
Hawaii 


BAHAMAS/CARIBBEAN 


TextTLAUG 15 to 41411 

14 . Baha Mar 

The Bahamian Riviera Awaits. For 
reservations call 844.800. BAHA. 
bahamar.com 


15 . Please send me all items listed under 
Bahamas/Caribbean 


TextTLAUG 18 to 41411 

16 . Grand Fiesta Americana Coral Beach 
Cancun Resort & Spa 800.FIESTA.1 
fiestamericanaresorts.com 


17 . Yucatan 

yucatan.travel 


18 . Please send me all items listed under 
Mexico/Latin America 


UNITED STATES - TRAVEL & TOURISM 


TextTLAUG 22 to 41411 

19 . Colorado 

colorado.com 


20 . The Great State of Texas 

Take a tour of Texas. From fair weather 
fun to friendly locals, we've got it all. 
Explore more at TravelTex.com. 


21 . Vacation in Wyoming This Summer 

From the heavenliest of mountains 
to the most devilish of monuments, 
you're invited to share in the opulence. 
Plan Your Summer Escape Now. 
wyomingtourism.org 


22 . Please send me all items listed under 
United States - Travel & Tourism 
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(Amalfi, continued from page 162) 

breakfast at 
lesirenuse, positano 


At Positano’s most storied hotel, your 
morning paper is not hung on the 
doorknob but delivered straight to 
your breakfast table, with your room 
number written on top. They know 
you’ll be there — nobody skips break- 
fast at Le Sirenuse. 

Two sun-flooded rooms are given 
over to the morning spread, so gor- 
geously displayed you’ll think you’ve 
crashed a wedding brunch: bright- 
blue ceramic bowls of peaches, plums, 
strawberries, and honey-sweet figs; a 
dozen tortas, tarts and pastries; 
Campanian buffalo -milk yogurt; silky 
house-made ricotta and stracciatella; a 
whole color wheel of freshly made 
juices. And right outside the windows, 
as an eye-jolting backdrop, the gold- 
and- green, majolica- tiled dome of 
Santa Maria Assunta church, shim- 
mering in the sun. 

escaping to the 
beach at Lauritocove 

Inaccessible by road, only nominally 
reachable on foot, the cliff- sheltered 
beach at Laurito Cove is a lo -minute 
boat ride from Positano, but a world 
away. The moment your launch pulls 
up to the dock, you’ll cast aside all 
misconceptions about the vaunted 
fanciness of the Amalfi Coast. Kids 
leap off boulders into the surf, while a 
hint of pot smoke wafts up from the 
pebble beach, where regulars recline 
on weatherbeaten folding lettini. 

The beach is incentive to come; the 
reason to stay is lunch at Da Adolfo, 
whose lean-to assemblage is as scrap- 
py as Laurito Cove itself. At one table, a 
tattooed dad and his teenage son are 
peeling peaches with their own 
jackknives. They arrived shirtless, in 
Speedos, carrying only a dry bag. 


A ceramic pitcher appears, filled 
with white wine and sliced peaches, 
which suddenly seems like the best 
possible way to drink wine. Later will 
come tangy mozzarella grilled on 
lemon leaves, perhaps a spicy zuppa 
di cozze (mussels in tomato stew). 
There might be butter- soft octopus 
salad, or sun-warmed figs draped in 
prosciutto. The figs, your waiter 
informs you, were grown by a local 
woman named Margherita, who 
happens to be right over there, smok- 
ing and chatting with Sergio Bella, 

Da Adolfo’s owner. 

Sergio took over the joint from his 
dad, Adolfo, who opened the place 
almost 50 years ago. Adolfo met 
Sergio’s mother on the beach in 
Positano in the 1960s; she was a 
Brooklyn girl on vacation. Enchanted, 
she stayed on, then stayed some more, 
eventually settling here for good. She 
didn’t return to New York for 25 years, 
not even to collect her things. 

Listening to Sergio tell the tale, you 
might wonder if you could pull off the 
same disappearing act. 

getting to know the water- 
taxi captains of positano 

Is there a more satisfying mode of 
transit than the iconic motoscafo? 
Positano water-taxi skippers are 
chattier than London cabbies, and far 
nattier, in their suede drivers and 
peach linen pants. The best of them 
have ridiculous igyos-pop-idol hair 
and look like they’d rather be shirtless. 
(Some already are.) Standing straight 
up, holding perfect balance as their 
skiffs bounce like beach balls in the 
wakes of yachts, they hold forth on any 
number of subjects in broken English, 
Erench, or German, but mostly in 
insouciant Italian. 

Maybe you’ll be lucky enough to 
catch a ride with Gio-Gio, a twenty- 
something Positanese given to blast- 
ing late-period Michael Jackson, which 
only Italians can pull off. Prom Gio- 
Gio’s boat, Positano looks even more 
improbable, like a town- size holo- 
gram, its mountain ridge draped in 
clouds, with hand-of-God sun bolts 
bursting through. “You know,” Gio-Gio 
muses, as if advancing some bold 
position, “sometimes I think we live in 
a very beautiful place.” 


dining without a view 

In a town where all life seems turned 
toward the sea, Casa Mele, located just 
uphill from Le Sirenuse in Positano, is 
on the wrong (inland) side of the 
street, with no view and hardly any 
windows. It compensates with a 
playfully mod interior that looks as if 
it were designed byAIessi. A sleek 
Berkel meat- sheer is parked by the 
open kitchen, gleaming like a cherry- 
red Lamborghini. The plates, too, are 
visual statements: a deconstructed 
caprese salad comes stacked like 
chunky jewelry, laced up with ribbons 
of basil chiffonade. Plavors are as bold 
as the design, like the paccheri with an 
umami-packed, fish-based ragu. 

In fact, looking for an inauspicious 
location can be an effective strategy 
for choosing your meals here. Some of 
the costiera’s best restaurants have no 
actual view of the coast: places like 
A’Paranza, a convivial seafood restau- 
rant hidden in a vaulted Atrani base- 
ment. Or Da Vincenzo, across town 
from Casa Mele, which serves 
Praianese- style totani e patate: meaty, 
earthy “flying squid” (a curious, 
reddish-hued variety fished during 
new moons), flash-fried with potatoes, 
garlic, and chiles. 

lunch at lo scoglio 

But views, of course, are one big 
reason you came, and for that elusive 
combo of a swoon-worthy vista and a 
phenomenal meal, hire a boat or a 
water taxi and get yourself to Lo 
Scoglio, set on a pier above the harbor 
(with a beach on either side) in Marina 
del Cantone, a humble village near the 
peninsula’s western tip. 

“Simple, authentic, no fireworks” 
is how Antonia De Simone, the ever- 
smiling hostess, describes the food, 
which has remained pretty much the 
same since her grandparents opened 
the place, in 1953. Back then the couple 
lived way up the mountain in 
Sant’Agata. The two towns were 
connected only by mule tracks, and it 
took them an hour and a half to walk 
home each night. In those early days, 
Lo Scoglio was less a restaurant than 
an impromptu lunch gathering, to 
which Signora Antonietta would 
simply bring whatever she had going 
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in the kitchen. The Onassis family 
were among the first paying guests. At 
age 86, Nonna Antonietta still presides 
over the restaurant from her walker or 
a comfy chair by the kitchen, clad 
head-to-toe in Juicy Couture, while 
her granddaughter favors Missoni and 
Brunello Cucinelli. (Cucinelli is a 
regular here.) 

The raw bar alone is worth the 
30 -minute ride in from Positano or 
Capri: the jewel-like tartufi di mare, 
sweet local clams, served raw with a 
zing of lemon; pink gamberetti crudi 
with oranges and grapefruit and Lo 
Scoglio’s own olive oil; and of course 
the unbeatable sea urchin, with its 
elegant amethyst spikes. 

atourof theagricoLa 

By now you’ve heard of Don Alfonso 
1890, the Michelin- starred restaurant 
and hotel in the town of Sant’Agata. 
Owners Alfonso and Livia laccarino 
were pioneers in the revival of 
Campanian cuisine. Four decades on, 
their restaurant is everything you 
want it to be and then some, with its 
gaudy pink plaster, pistachio chintz. 



and Murano chandeliers. But it’s the 
family farm, a short drive away near 
the hamlet of Massa Lubrense, that is 
arguably the laccarinos’ masterwork. 

The 17-acre agricola — called Le 
Peracciole, after a local pear — tumbles 
down the wild, wooly, westernmost 
slope on the peninsula. Through sheer 
will and relentless sunshine, Livia and 
Alfonso transformed an abandoned 
plot into a kingdom of artichokes, 
favas, fennel, arugula: a veritable 
salad-on-a-hillside. 

Livia laccarino is now a youthful 
65. Striding through the agricola, she’s 
still amazed at her good fortune, to 
have found and conquered this place, 
25 years ago. “Look! Look!” she cries 
as she shows off her fields, her flocks, 
her 500-year-old olive trees. “Mamma 
mia/” Livia swoons over a lemon the 
size of a grapefruit, which she soon 
uses to play fetch with her dog. “Che 
hello!” she coos at a handsome rooster. 

And then there are the capers. Le 
Peracciole’s farmhands pick five 
pounds of them per day off these 
bushes. Their fragrance is astonish- 
ing. Indeed, you could make a meal of 
the smells here alone, wafting up from 
basil, lavender, marjoram, and tomato 
plants. Fortunately, there’s a whole 
kitchen crew waiting to feed you back 
at Don Alfonso. 

the perfect alchemy of 
an aperoL spritz, anywhere 

Make your case for the Negroni, the 
Boulevardier, or the Americano if you 
must, but the Aperol Spritz — albeit 
born in the Veneto — is the perfect 
Amalfi Coast cocktail. Just like 
Campania, it’s ingeniously uncompli- 
cated, an elegant alchemy of sun, 
booze, bubbles, and citrus. All you 
need is Prosecco, Aperol, soda, and a 
nice plump orange wedge — maybe an 
olive if you’re feeling bold — plus an 
ample chilled glass to serve it in. 

It’s near-impossible to screw up an 
Aperol Spritz. Order one at even the 
jankiest beachfront kiosk; after one 
sip it will seem like the finest bar on 
the coast. The Aperol Spritz is as 
foolproof as Amalfi itself. 

“Due spritz, perfavore,” you’ll find 
yourself saying, often and with impec- 
cable inflection. And then again. And 
maybe again after that. Salute. O 



AMERICAN EXPRESS TRAVEL 

Behind every great moment 
in travel is a Journeymaker®'^ 
who made it happen. 


MEETAJOURNEYMAKER 

“Franco the Gaucho” 

by Kelsey Morrow, Associate Director, 
Integrated Marketing 

I want to recognize Franco. He was 
my Journeymaker. 

In March, my husband and I took 
a once-in-a-lifetime trek through 
Chilean Patagonia. Halfway through 
our most grueling, difficult climb, 
we met local gaucho Franco. 

He volunteered to lead us down 
the rest of the way on horseback. 
The problem: I am terrified of 
heights. Franco didn’t speak English, 
but he knew I was afraid. 

So when we reached the steepest 
part of the mountain, I was practically 
in tears. Franco looked back at me 
and said, “Relax.” Then, as we walked 
along the edge of a cliff, he repeated 
“You are the champion” over and 
over. I believe what he meant was: 
“You can do it.” 

And I did. Here’s to you. Franco! 



Go to Journeymakers.com to 

recognize your Journeymaker. 
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into the 1.9 million acres that make up 
Virunga National Park. 

For one group in particular, it was a 
crisis beyond reckoning: the rare 
mountain gorillas, to whom the 
Virunga mountains are home. Since 
the 1970s, they had been at the fore- 
front of a conservation struggle 
spearheaded by American primatolo- 
gist Dian Fossey, who in 1977 saw her 
favorite gorilla beheaded and his 
hands later made into ashtrays that 
were sold for $20 apiece. 

The primates’ curious role in the 
narrative of the Virungas hit a new low 
on July 24, 2007, when an alpha 
silverback was killed in the DRC. He 
had been shot along with four females, 
two with babies and one pregnant, at a 
time when the world’s population of 
this critically endangered creature 
stood at 700 — 200 of which lived in the 
eastern DRC. An iconic photograph 
taken by Brent Stirton and published 
in Newsweek showed the dead silver- 
back from above, splayed on a make- 
shift wooden stretcher and carried 
through the jungle by 15 men. The 
gorilla’s fingers were curled like those 
of a sleeping child. Thin plaited grass 
bound its wrists, belly, and thighs to 
the stretcher, in a pose that brought to 
mind the Crucifixion. 

In this case, the killers weren’t the 
poachers familiar to Fossey, but 
militias who were illegally harvesting 
wood to make charcoal, and wanted to 
scare off the park’s protectors. The 
incident was a warning to the ICCN, 
the government organization that 
managed the park, to stay away. 
Lawlessness did set in when, 15 
months later, in October 2008, 
Congolese Tutsi warlord Laurent 
Nkunda captured the Mikeno sector of 
Virunga National Park, where DRC’s 
gorillas live, and took over the park’s 
headquarters in Rumangabo. It would 
be another seven years, and a great 


deal more conflict, before the park 
would be opened up to the world again. 
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of this year, landing in a helicopter on 
the perfectly mowed lawn of that same 
Rumangabo headquarters, as the 
national flag of the DRC flapped in the 
wind. The terraced colonial building 
was built in 1934, nine years after 
Belgium’s Prince Albert I first de- 
clared the area a national park. The 
helicopter’s arrival was saluted by a 
troop of neatly booted park rangers, 
including a number of women, 
dressed identically to the men in 
military khakis and dark green berets. 
Dogs barked from kennels, including 
two springer spaniels trained to sniff 
out firearms by London’s Metropolitan 
Police. With me was Elvis Mutiri wa 
Bashara, the DRC’s new minister 
of tourism, and the park’s director, 
Emmanuel De Merode. 

A Belgian prince born in North 
Africa and raised in Kenya, De Merode 
has been in office since September 
2008, when he was appointed by the 
government to bring Virunga National 
Park back under control. He immedi- 
ately opened up lines of communica- 
tion not only with the DRC army but 
also with the rebel leaders, including 
Nkunda. He hired staff, equipped and 
trained them, and ensured that their 
families would be taken care of should 
anyone lose their lives. 

I had come to see the results of De 
Merode’s seven-year push — during 
which 22 of the park’s 300 rangers had 
been killed in the line of duty. “Ending 
a war is about job creation — job 
creation for men who would otherwise 
take up arms,” De Merode told me. “If 
you don’t start building for peace 
during war, then you never break the 
cycle.” There are still risks, at every 
level. De Merode was shot by three 
gunmen in an ambush in April last 
year, and the assailants remain at 
large. They could have been one of any 
number of enemies De Merode has 
made while pursuing his uncompro- 
mising conservation mandate. 

De Merode’s agenda includes 
creating a tourism industry around 
the gorillas. In Eebruary 2012, Virunga 
launched a new government-owned 
flagship lodge, Mikeno, adjacent to the 


park’s headquarters. Almost inevita- 
bly, it was afflicted by a false start. Two 
months after it opened, a rebel militia 
called the M23 occupied parts of the 
reserve. This forced the lodge’s clo- 
sure to tourists, although journalists 
and soldiers continued to use the 
facilities. The DRC army flushed the 
M23 rebels out of the park at the end of 
2013. Late last year, travelers began to 
trickle back in. 

Before setting off to camp on 
Mount Nyiragongo, I spent a night at 
Mikeno, which was running at 100 
percent occupancy. I was impressed 
by the elegant simplicity of its 12 
thatched-roof cottages, which occupy 
a sun-drenched clearing in the emer- 
ald Afro -montane forest. Inside my 
hut, the bed was soft and the shower 
was steaming hot. Most welcome of all 
was the easy, reassuring presence of 
the lodge’s staff. 

Erom my cottage I could wander 
over to the Senkwekwe Center, where 
three orphaned gorillas are being 
raised by park rangers — the only 
mountain gorillas in the world cur- 
rently living in captivity. Normally the 
wardens would have included Andre 
Bauma, who featured prominently in 
the film Virunga, but Bauma was away 
when I visited, attending the Academy 
Awards ceremony in Hollywood. 

Mountain gorillas, in the orphan- 
age or in the wild, aren’t Virunga’s 
only draw. New initiatives include 
chimpanzee safaris from either 
Mikeno or Bukima, a new camp made 
up of crisp canvas tents, each with a 
hot bucket shower and a private 
terrace looking up at Mount Mikeno. 

But as I talked with my fellow 
guests at Mikeno, I came to realize 
that, for sophisticated travelers, the 
real purpose of a visit to Virunga is to 
gain an understanding of what’s at 
stake — to appreciate why people are 
willing to risk their lives to protect this 
extraordinary place. Eor this, I was 
privileged enough to experience a new 
helicopter safari being spearheaded by 
two of the park’s most important 
tourism pioneers: Kate Doty, manag- 
ing director of the high-end branch of 
Geographic Expeditions — an outfitter 
specializing in trips to challenging 
parts of the world — and Ben Simpson, 
director of helicopter operations for 
Tropic Air in Kenya. Simpson, who 
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The incredibly fun Charleston Insiders’ 
Weekend, curated by the editors of Coastal 
Living, Food & Wine, Southern Living and 
Travel + Leisure, attracted 1,200 guests 
from 30 states to celebrate Charleston’s 
phenomenal epicurean scene, exceptional 
shopping, rich history and gracious style of 
living— all from an insider’s point of view. 

The weekend lineup included 25 custom 
events hosted by our editors and over 30 
local chefs and personalities, artisans and 
musicians. Guests experienced Charleston 
like a local through a variety of T+L events 
from a private dinner to a cocktail sail to a 
photo tour, allowing them to explore some of 
Charleston’s undiscovered gems and spend 
time at the places and with the people that 
make the city so special. 



Sha'ngri La, At The 
ondon Bridge and the 
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This spring, Shangri-La Hotel, At The Shard 
hosted 11 travel specialists selected by 
the Travel -I- Leisure Travel Advisory Board 
(TAB) to represent their companies. This 
impressive Travel Academy group came 
together to discuss Shangri-La Hotels & 
Resorts around the world and was flown 
to London by Delta Airlines. Sightseeing 
included a behind the scenes tour of Royal 
Albert Hall, a helicopter ride along the River 
Thames with London Helicopter Tours 
and surprise first class Eurostar tickets 
to Paris-where the group enjoyed lunch 
and a tour of the Shangri La Hotel, Paris. 



Visit travelandleisure.com/promo/check-in/ for more advertiser events, promotions + offers. 





(DRC, continued from page 184) 
made his name opening up lesser- 
known parts of Africa to air safaris, 
started exploring DRC’s tourism 
potential in 2012, after going on 
humanitarian and conservation- 
oriented missions in the area. 

Between them, Doty and Simpson 
exposed me not only to the adrenaline 
of a helicopter safari but also to the 
geography underlying this unique 
environment. And if I was nervous 
about the disconnect between a 
$2,5oo-an-hour helicopter ride and 
the extreme circumstances of the 
people living on the ground, I was also 
in some ways reassured: according to 
Doty, several clients had already made 
six-figure donations to conservation- 
related projects after taking a safari. 

Bit by bit, I started to feel at ease in 
the air, too — even with the doors off, 
flying 70 feet above the forest floor, 
skimming the tops of huge Hagenia 
trees shrouded in mist and moss. We 
flew over the grave of American 
naturalist Carl Akeley, who came to 
the Virungas to hunt gorillas in 1921, 
soon after the species was discovered 
(the five gorillas Akeley shot are still on 
display in the American Museum of 
Natural History in New York). We 
followed the bends of the Lulimi River 
and saw bursts of Egyptian geese 
break cover across spongy marsh- 
lands bristling with life. We made for 
the shores of Lake Edward, where tiny 
fishing pirogues looked lost on water 
as far-reaching as an inland sea, and 
skirted sandy river banks threading 
the forest’s edge in gold. We flew up 
into the Rwenzoris, known as 
Mountains of the Moon, over snow- 
fields and glaciers, and watched a line 
of climbers pick their way up the 
Ugandan side of the 16,763-foot 
Margherita Peak. The cloud moved in 
quickly; the updraft caught us in its 
breath; we rose higher and higher, to 


17,000 feet, until Simpson, with the 
agility of a bird, dropped down the 
western flanks to fly over a narrow 
ravine where giant ferns burst up 
from the depths of crevices impen- 
etrable on foot. It was as if I were 
flying into the veins of the earth. My 
heart was beating so quickly I felt like 
it was flatlining, pounding away with 
too much life. 

When we hitVirunga’s dear-water 
springs, it was if we had entered the 
eastern DRC’s heart of lightness. A 
string of cobalt pools, brighter than a 
South Pacific sea, were flanked by 
reeds that flowed like chestnut tresses 
through a network of streams. Where 
the encircling vegetation was at its 
thickest, the cobalt turned to jade. 
Where the water was at its clearest — 
filtered by the lava through which it 
runs — I could see the pink skin of the 
hippos basking alongside giant, 
fat-bellied crocodiles too lazy to scuttle 
into the water at the sound of our 
hovering blades. 

I was looking down on one of the 
most biologically diverse slivers of the 
continent, home to more than half of 
Africa’s birds, 40 percent of its mam- 
mals, and about 20 percent of its 
amphibian and plant species. “You get 
everything you find in Uganda and 
Rwanda in a single park,” said De 
Merode over the helicopter’s head- 
phones. Eor me, looking down on the 
topography formed by the seismically 
active Albertine Rift changed every- 
thing. Prom this bird’s-eye view, I 
witnessed the trauma of the land- 
scape, and gained abetter understand- 
ing of how our planet was formed. 

Sparse black lava fields covered the 
flatlands, including a tongue of lava 
from Nyiragongo’s eruption in 2002. 
When I visited 13 years after that blast, 
the lava hadn’t been cleared from 
Goma’s airstrip. But as this article 
went to press, Mutiri wa Bashara 


confirmed the airport would be 
cleared to receive international flights 
in June. 

The minister of tourism, like De 
Merode, seemed determined for 
Virunga National Park to succeed, but 
he was just 75 days into the job when I 
met him, in a country that has been 
without a minister of tourism for the 
past 10 years. (As of 2014, the DRC was 
ranked Africa’s third most unstable 
country in the Pragile States Index, 
compiled by the Washington, D.C.- 
based think tank Pund for Peace.) 

It wasn’t always this way. In a 
much wilder swath of the park, the 
Central Sector, we wandered through 
the shot-out, government- owned 
Rwindi Hotel, closed in 1992 when it 
was overrun by militias, and later 
occupied by Hutu rebels. Walking 
beside the empty swimming pool, 
overgrown with purple bougainvillea, 
Mutiri wa Bashara told me: “We stayed 
here every year for twenty years for 
our family holidays. My children saw 
their first elephants here.” 

In Pebruary, the only hint of 
savanna wildlife was an old sign 
reading: “In case of wild animals, do 
not leave your bungalow at night.” As I 
headed back to the helicopter, I found 
a soldier’s helmet in the grass and, 
beside it, elephant bones. I looked at 
them for a while, and wondered why I 
didn’t feel depressed. Instead I felt 
energized by the knowledge someone 
was taking on this legacy and trying to 
turn it around. Virunga deserves it; 
the eastern DRC needs it; the potential 
is exponential, so long as De Merode 
and his supporters can prove that 
conservation, and tourism, pay. 

I fervently hope his mission suc- 
ceeds, because a more compelling area 
of Africa is hard to conceive of. Nor 
have I met a population that so greatly 
needs to break out of the cycle of 
conflict. Like Nyiragongo’s crater, 
tensions here will no doubt continue 
to bubble, and very possibly erupt 
again. But in times of stability, these 
mountains are exhilarating in their 
beauty — to me, the most compelling 
terrain of the entire Virunga ecosys- 
tem. That night sleeping on a preci- 
pice — my last in the DRC — there was 
nowhere I would have rather been 
than in Africa’s spectacular, compli- 
cated heart. O 
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Adventuring in New Zealand 

Swim with dolphins in Kaikoura, hike 
through fern forests and spectacular coastal 
trails in Abel Tasman National Park, taste the 
wines of the Marlborough region, and take an 
overnight cruise in wondrous Milford Sound, 
kayaking in the fjord at sunset. Superb 
Trip Leaders make the adventures fun and 
fascinating every step of the way 

www.wildernesstravel.com 
800-368-2794 

Travel Essentials 




Let Caravan handle 


all the details while you and your 
family enjoy a well-earned, worry-free 
vacation. Discover why smart shoppers 
and experienced travelers have chosen 
Caravan Tours since 1952. 

Free 28-pg brochure. 

www.Caravan.com 
800 -Caravan 



Thompson Cigar Sampler Deal 


Experience 16 premium hand-rolled cigars plus BONUS 
humidor, cutter and lighter! A 'must-have' for all cigar 
lovers! Get all of this for only $29.95 + p/h. Go to 

www.thompsonspecials.com or call 
800-378-1 553 and use promo code TA279 to 
get this deal for a limited time. 



Pick-Pocket Proof Pants™ 

With 19 stopped pick-pockets since 2012, Clothing 
Arts' innovative pants are a true travel revolution. 
Their patent pending designs feature multiple 
layers of protection between your wallet and the 
world. Enjoy the safety & security of multiple 
money-belts with none of the hassle — everything 
is stored right at your fingertips ! 

ClothingArts.com | 646-422-9222 



T-Shirt Quilt 

Campus Quilt 
turns your t-shirts 
into a new quilt. 
We do all the work 
and return your 
completed t-shirt 
quilt in as few as 
two weeks. As featured on Real Simple, Today 
Show, and Rachael Ray. 

www.CampusQuilt.com | 800-880-8534 
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Women's Wear Reinvented! 

Euxurious, sleek, fine quality, washable, 
leak resistant undergarment. Protects 
fashion -l- sheets & lessens cramps -l- 
bloating. Worn by Celebs, Doctor approved! 

www.periodpanteez.com 

888-878-8364 



Windjammer 
Caribbean Cruises 


6, 9 and 12 night sailings. 12 to 30 guests, 
fully crewed. From $1200 pp all inclusive. 

Islandwindjammers.com 

877-772-4549 



Your New Favorite Bra! 


Whether at home or on the go, spend your 
summer in ultra comfort with a Coobie 
Seamless Bra. One size comfortably fits 
32A-36D. Stylish and supportive with 
adjustable straps, removable pads, lO-l- styles 
and 50-1- colors/patterns. Save $20 on any 3 
bras with promo code: TE320 
www.shopcoobie.com 
888-789-1037 
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Rebecca Minkoff j Designer! hong kong On a three -day trip to 

mark the opening of her first overseas boutique, Minkoff explored the Chinese city — including the boutique- 

and cafe-filled PMQ design hub — and sent T+L style director Jane Bishop this postcard of Victoria Harbour. 
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A LITTLE DECADENCE NEVER HURT ANYONE, 


mal Hotel 


For reservations, visit TrumpHotelCollection.com, 

call 855.TRUMP.00 (855.878.6700), or contact your travel professional 
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MAYBE WE SHOULD 
TALK ABOUT THE 
4000'POUND VOLCANIC 
ROCK IN THE ROOM. 

PATRON IS ONE OF ONLY A HANDFUL OF ARTISANAL TEQUILA MAKERS STILL 
USING A TAHONA STONE WHEEL TO CRUSH THE FINEST COOKED WEBER 
BLUE AGAVE— AN ANCIENT, LABOR-INTENSIVE PROCESS. THIS METHOD 
UNLOCKS AN EARTHY, COMPLEX TASTE TRULY WORTH TALKING ABOUT. 
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SIMPLY PERFECT. 

potfontequila.com 


The perfect way to enjoy Patron is responsibly. Handcrafted and Imported exclusively from Mexico by The Patron Spirits Company, Los Vegas, NV. 42-45% obv. 



